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NOTE: If the FAX you receive is incomplete or illegible, please contact die Fax Operator at (213) 974-5911. 

Privacy Notice 

Hus message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged, 
confidential or exempt from disclosure under applicable Federal or State law. If the reader of this message is not ibe intended recipient or the 
employee or agent responsible foe delivering foe message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, dutributioo 
or copying of this communication is striedy prohibited. 

If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by telephone and return the original message to us at die above 
address via U.S. maiL Thank you. 
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,vr. 


With the inception of the installation of SF 3117-S*l 
jy-’-' Bureau instructions at the Department’s request, all con- \ 
v nations from this installation were transcribed to the log \ 
verbatim and are still so done. This installation is on an 
espionage matter and, while it was not so stated, it is believed 
the reasoning behind this was for legal purposes at some future 
date . ■ 

M** , t « >* 

i * i * 

With the activation of SF 3215-R* , no ^instructions 
have been issued by the Bureau and, from the activity monitored 
from this installation to date, this office does not recommend 
the same verbatim procedure, due to the fact that some conversa- 
tions are personal in nature and have little or no bearing on 
intelligence concerning the investigation of this case. 


\ ■ 




, As con be 

readily scon, this is an impossibility for one employee to handle 
and transcribe this volume of calls. 


Y?e have two alternatives to handle this situation, and 
there is every reason to believe that this problem will increase 
with the feeling that there will be more installations in the im- 
mediate future. Alternative #1 would be to add additional employees 
to this installation and > follow the same procedures as set out above. 
Alternative f2 would be for the employee taking the .call to monitor 
sane, where time permits; stale* notes when possible, and thereafter 
turn the tapes over to * stenographer and hwe the stenographer 
transcribe the conversation and prepare the log. The latter is not 
recommended by this office, inasmuch as we have been advised by the 
Bureau that both of these installations are legal installations, 
and there exists a strong possibility in the future that these logs 
will be used as evidence* There definitely is a question as to 
the legality of the log. If the employee receives the call and the 
tape is transcribed and thereafter typed, by a stenographer or some 
other person. /, 

The above is submitted for a review and evaluation by the 
Bureau. The San Francisco Office will continue to operate this in- 
stallation under * June procedures that have been used over the 
years, and the Su au is requested to advise whether this procedure 
should be continu'd. , v 
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ELMER PRATT,, aka 
Geronimo: 


Re Bute lea 11 to San Francisco 2/9/96, and Butel to SP 

in re sponse to referenced teletype, a detailed, in 

daoth ft* I L 

been completed, end cne renewing nas seen determined. 

1± Thera is no indication in either file that I I 


2. There— io no documentatio n in e ither file that the 
FBI had actual knowledge of, or was aware of the nature of either 
of the two OPD sources. 


X, The documentation in both files which forms the 
basis of FBI payments, consists of a summary of information 
furnished for the payment time frame. Mo reason was given for 
the amounts paid to the sources other than incurred expenses. 
There was no indication that the money was going to anyone other 
than the named sources. 


Z 


a * ^-detailed, page by page review of 


a lianas. 


3 


revealed no reference to Prat t or any o 
ha cnlv r eference to the name[ 


’ise 


] 


the 

his 


J 


stated in Butel dated 


1 was fo und 

J of which HQ is already aware, as 


5. A detailed, page by page review of 100-34639 and 

related technical surveillance logs for 1968 l ocated r>n 

ref r.ranroc. tr> PK&TT r>r .his known aliases. The| 

j I a Communist Party member who was 

1 | for the benefit 


attempting to 










a£ C hinese communists. No indication was located' that 
in 1968 was. even aware of PRATT'S existence. While 

mentions the Black Panthers as a group numerous times as 

possipia revolutionaries , by December 1968, he advised informants 

f'that the Revolutionary Union has no 
bia cot in it because it was not desired to confront the blacks 
(Black Panther Party) with a rival group (Revolutionary Union) . " 
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Precedence: ROUTINE 

To: OGC, 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date: 04/29/1996 


Attn: Civil Litiaatvi nn TTn i t , II 

lit chief! 


From: 


TTnv 


Room 7927 


unit KsniQL, 
Contact: 

i r/(4K( in vc ivii 

Approved By: 




Drafted By: 



as 


ext . 4192 
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Case ID # : 62A-HQ-1073771 (PENDING) 

Title: ELMER PRATT, AKA; INQUIRY OF GIL GARCBTTI , 

LOS ANGELES DISTRICT ATTORNEY; 00: FBIHQ 


Synopsis: To provide the Office of General Counsel (OGC), Civil 
Litigation Unit (CLU) II, with a copy of clean FBI documents 
relating to FBI documents identified in the exhibits of Pratt's 
petition. The petition's three volumes of exhibits were reviewed 
and those documents which were identified as being sourced to the 
FBI have been collected in their unexcised form. 


Reference: , R) pr-trnrvi c rnmrmm-i cation from Section Chief Robert S. 


Can£ i 


Letter 


Of fice of General Counsel 


from 


Deputy 

District Attorney. Tns Angeles Di r ^ Armr mui.'g ottice (LAD AO) , 


dated 


td 


OGC, dated 


Enclosures: Enclosed for the information of the CLU II is one copy 
of work papers and unexcised FBI documents relating to the exhibits 
in Pratt's writ, In .re Elmer G. Pratt , dated 1/2/96. 1 


Details: Unit rtri ef E 
petition with 


n coordinated a review of the Pratt 

M /NT VV V V I I J J 1 


reviewed the 


_ CLU II. UC 

exhibits in the petition and identified those documents which were 
sourced to the FBI. Thereafter, clean copies of the FBI documents 
were located and correlated with the excised FBI documents in the 
exhibits. A copy of the work papers relating to this review and 
the collected — rl pan — EB,l documents are being forwarded to the 


attention of 


by this communication. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


A copy of this EC is also being forwarded to the Civil 
Discovery Unit for any coordination necessary -in this matter. 

Enclosure 




LOS ANGELES COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE 

BUREAU OF SPECIAL OPERATIONS • APPELLATE DIVISION 

GIL GARCETTI • District Attorney. ROBERT P. HEFLIN • Director 

SANDRA L. BUTTITTA • Chief Deputy District Attorney 
R. DAN MURPHY *. Assistant Oistrict Attorney 


April 3, 1996 


Assistant General Counsel 
Office of the General Counsel 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
J. Edgar Hoover Building, Room 7927 
935 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


Dea 

I 1 2 

f? 

RE: In rtPratt y CascNo. A267020 

We have gathered and placed Bates stamp numbers on the back of all of the 
correspondence and documents received from the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion during our review of the Pratt case. These documents are being forwarded 
along with this letter and contain 470 pages of text. In order to anticipate any 
possibility that any of these pages might become relevant to die litigation, we 
are requesting that clearance be obtained for disclosing all 470 pages in camera 
to the court before which this matter may be litigated. 



We have also identified documents contained in the exhibits to Pratt’s Petition 
For Writ Of Habeas Corpus which are also in the 470 pages of documents 
supplied to this office by the F.B.I. We have placed the appropriate Bates 
stamp number on the back of the appropriate exhibit page. For your 
convenience, we have also included a list of die documents received from the 
F.B.I. which are not ; found in the exhibits to Pratt’s petition, and which are 
identified by Bates stamp number. 


In addition to the enclosed documents, we request that you obtain the file oi 
1 from the Los Angeles F.B.I. Office,, for inclusion in th 
documents which should be presented to a California court Jor in earner 


inspection. It is our understanding that the Los Angefes file oi 
is more- rOmnlfiff:- than thp documents concernin 


iocji r 


which 


/iewed in Washington, D.C. Lasdy, with 

regard to the in camera hearing, we request that whatever documentation i 
necessary to establish that (a) the electronic surveillance bearing the number SFj 





849 S. Broadway, 11th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90014-3570 
(213)974-5911 
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3117 R* was not a surveillance of the ; Black Panther Party headquarters in 
Oakland and (b) does not contain a reference to Elmer "Geronimo" Pratt for 
12/18/68, be made available for in camera review. 

As we discussed over the telephone on Friday, March 29, 1996, the Superior 
Court , of Los Angeles County has set April 17, 1996, for a hearing on the 
question of whether the Supreme Court of California , has exclusive jurisdiction 
over Pratt's petition. The Superior Court judge indicated in his minute order 
that he believes that only the Supreme Court does have jurisdiction. However, 
if the defense somehow manages to disabuse him of this conclusion, the 
Superior Court judge stated that the return to Pratt's petition would be due no 
later than 30 days from April 17, 1996. We therefore request that a 
determination' be made by May 3, .1996, as to whether the documents 
described above can be shown in camera to a.court. 


We will let you know on April 17, 1996, whether that court will be the 
superior court or the Supreme Court. The latter court could appoint a current 
or retired judge to hear the, matter on behalf* of the Court and ; then make 
recommendations to the Court. We would; however, anticipate asking that the 
Supreme Court itself review the documents in camera pursuant to whatever 
procedures are necessitated by. the F.B.I. As we have previously mentioned to 
you, this process was used in both the California Court of Appeal and before 
the federal magistrate when the Pratt case was pending in those jurisdictions . 

Please note that some of the documents which are in the exhibits to the 
petition were previously sent to this office in a less redacted form than the same 
documents in the exhibits. We are also enclosing a lisr which has the more 
redacted exhibits starred^ We are concerned that a lengthy delay in turning 
over copies of the less redacted documents to the attorneys for Mr. Pratt will 
be viewed as obfuscating the record. In order to avert such claims, we would 
like to turn over copies of these documents as soon as possible, perhaps as early 
as the hearing which is presently scheduled for April 17, , 1996. It would be 
helpful if you could provide an official explanation of why the copies that were 
sent to us are less redacted than the copies which are contained in the exhibits 
to Mr. Pratt’s petition. 




id 
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Finally, declarations will be rinrexsarv from a nnrriher of current or retired F.B.I. 

orrv-nt-g in^luHinor following: | | and 

| We will prepare declarations for the signatures of the above 
persons which will be forwarded to you as soon as possible. This is not an 
exclusive list of agents whose declarations might berequired, however. For 
example, as of today, reviews of records and documents have been conducted 
by ’F.B.I. personnel ' in Washington, D.C., San Francisco, Los Angeles, and 
.Pocatello, Idaho, whose identities are unknown to US. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter and for your continuing 
cooperation; 

Very truly yours, ft 

GIL GARGETTI 
District Attorney of 

Los Angeles County 


Deputy, District Attorney 
Appellate Division 

hbsybjf:rem 

enclosures 
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DOCUMENTS APPEARING IN 11/3/94 CORRESPONDENCE NOT IN CURRENT WRIT 


Bate 

Stamp # 


Description 


1 

2-12 

13 

16-20 

21 

22-23 

24-25 

27-28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 
44 

59-60 

61 

63 

64 

65 

66 

67 

68 

69 

70 
72 

73-74 

75-77 

83 

87-88 

89-90 

94 

104 

109 

110-11 

112-13 

114-15 

116-20 

121 


(Letter td |from R. Scruggs with enclosures - 11/3/94) 

(Memorandum to R. Scruggs, from R. Conforti, re: LADA inquiry - 10/20/94) 

FBI files relating to Elmer "Geronimo" Pratt - EXCISED COPY 
(Handwritten letter "Hey Baby" from Pratt - 5 pgs.) 

(To Director, from Pratt Task Force, 1 pg. - 5/21/80) 

(TELETY PE to Dir,. from -L. A.. "CRIMI NAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION ") 

(Memo to| re: Administrative Inquiry - 

(AIRTEL, to Dir., FBI, trom SAC, L. A. re: New York airtel to L.A. - 9/23/70) 

(Memo to SAC, L.A., from - 10/20/69 - (completely redacted) 

(Memo to SAC, L.A., from , "On captioned individual telephonically - 2/3/70) 

(Memo to SAC, L. A.. from . "An attempt was made t o contact captioned" - 2/26/70) 
(SAC, S.F., from SA l I- 12/19/68^ 


(To SAC, S.F., from SA 
(To SAC, S.F., from SA 
(To SAC, S.F., from SA 
(To SAC, S.F., from SA 
(To SAC, S.F., from SA 


12 / 20 / 68 ) 


'BOBBY SEALE" - 12/20/68) 
'KATHLEEN CLEAVER" 12/20/68) 
'JOHN SEALE" - 12/20/68) 

'East Oakland Office" - 12/20/68) 
(AIRTEL to Dir., FBI, from SAC, S.F., re: S.F. airtels to FBIHQ - 3/2/94) 
("Investigative Period - 6/5/70 - 4/5/71", 4/29/71) 




57-3436 - instant report'') 


("Investigative Period - 8/17/70 - 10/8/71" - 10/20/71 "Report of SA 

( advised that the second person' involed", p.ll) 

("Relating the facts about the Santa Monica tennis court murder!', p.18) 

(" in December, 1968, ELMER PRATT and went out on a BPP mission", p.37) 

("Immediately after the Santa Monica shooting incident above described", p.38) 

(Memo to SAC, L.A., from "the following information pertaining to" - 7/7/71) 

("Relating the facts about the Santa Monica tennis court murder", p.5) 

(Memo to SAC, L.A., "Cannoned informant . contacted the writer" - 3/2/70) 


(Memo t o Mr. Revell. fronj 
(letter rd 


re: Task Force Inquiry, pgs. 1,10 - 12/11/80) 


(AIRTEL, to SAC, S.F. (Personal Attention), from Dir., FBI "BUDED: 2/18/94" - 2/7/94) 
(AIRTEL, to Dir r FBI, from SAC S.F. r e: S.F. airte ls to fBIHQ - 6/7/94) 


(Letter tc* 


(AIRTEL 



1 


Clerk, from 



IN'. -TortT 1 

[iron 


re: 1 


pgs,.v.6/3/94) 

Ire: Dellinger v. Mitchell - 3/27/75) 
)el linger v. Mitchell - 9/15/75) 


to Dir., FBI, from SAC, S.F., re: S.F. airtel to FBIHQ dated 2/16/94 - 2/22/94) 


(AIRTEL, to Dir., FBI, from SAC. L.A.. "Reference 3/25/94 telcall" - 3/28/94) 


(Memo to SAC, L.A., fro m SAl 


furnished the long distance" - 6/9/69) 


)nv 

(To SACS, S.F., Attn: PL/ | from Dir., FBI - 9/16/80) 

(To SAC, L.A., from SAC, S.F., "JOHN JEROME HUGGINS, JR." - 1/9/69) 


1 
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■ DOCUMENTS APPEARING IN 12/9/94 CORRESPONDENCE NOT IN CURRENT WRIT 


122 

123-24 

125 

126 
128 

130 

131 

.132-35 

136 

138 

140*43 

144-46 

159-75 

178 

181 

182-86 

193-94 

195 

199-200 

201-204 

205 

206 

207 

208 

209 

210 
211 
213-16 
217-230 
234 
235-36 
238-39 


(Letter tol 


[fr om R. Conforti^ with enclosures - 12/9/94) 


5 


•2/i/:/og\ 


(Letter to R. Scruggs, fro 

(Request from R. Scruggs[ 

(Cover Sheet for Informant Report, date prepared - 6/30/72) 
(Cover Sheet for Informant Report, date prepared - 3/23/72). 
(Cover Sheet for Infor mant Report, date p repared - .10/1 5/711 
(Handwritten paragraphl |i$.now living ai 


- EXCISED COPY 


(AIRTEL, to Dir., FBI, fr om SAC. L.A. re: Bureau airtel to Dall as. 4 pgs~TT729/71) 
(Letter to SAC Mr. Grapp J < l LAPD - 9/30/70) 


(Memo to SAC, L.A., from Supervisor! 

("Investigative Period 5/27/69.-- 4/16/70 ngs. A 


J- 9/30/70) 


(FBI Report off 

("II. CONNECTIONS WITH BLACK 


B.C,D - 4/23/70) 




Date 4/23/70, 3 pgs.) 

ALTST G ROUPS", pgs. .16-32) 
2/26/70) 


(Dir., FBI, SAC, L.A., re: report of SA|_ 

(To Dir., FBI, from SAC, LlA. - Robert Lee Colbert - 12/24/69) 

(FBI "ROBERT LEE COLBERT RACIAL MATTERS - BPP , pgs. 1-5,12/24/69) 
("Investigative Period 8/13/69 - 9/17/69'; . 9/22/69) 

(FBLReport of 
(FBI "Sergeant! 

(FBI 


fep: 


Date 9/22/69) 

5-6 - 8/22/69) 

| pgs- 7,8,10,11 - 9/11/69) 

(Police Report w/DR# 69-589246 - 8/14/69) 

(FBI "The following described items of property were received" - 9/19/69) 

(Memo to Dir., FBI,. from SAC, L.A. „ 'Transmitted herewith for the Bureau" 9/2/69) 


V\/ A-' ** " > A 4 N-/ * « A 

(Memo to Dir., FBI' from SA C. L.A.J 


(Memo to SAC, L.A., from SAl 


"he may. still 


. , h 8/18/69) 

(AIRTEL, .to SAC, L.A., from SAC, S.F., "8/3/6$, by SF 3215-R*” - 8/5/ 69) 

(AIRTEL,, to SAC, L.A., from Dir.,. FBI, "Rerep of SA [ 6/23/69) 
("Investigative Period 1/31/69 - 5/25/69" pgs. A,B,C,D - 6/6/69) 

(FBI Report of| Date 6/6/69, 15 pgs.) 

(AIRTEL, to Dir.,. FBI, from SAC, L.A., advised that a beaiuty shop" - 4/9/69) 

(Office Memo to SAC, L. A., .f rom SA . 2 nw. - 3/1 4 /69) > 


(Memo to SAC, L.A., from SAl 


"JOHN JEROME HUGGINS" 1/23/69) 


2 
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DOCUMENTS APPEARING IN 4/20/95 CORRESPONDENCE NOT IN CURRENT WRIT 
THERE ARE NONE 


DOCUMENTS APPEARING IN 6/16/95 CORRESPONDENCE NOT IN 

CURRENT WRIT 


251-52 

255 

256 

257 
261 

264 

265 

266 
267-68 

269 

270 

271 

272 

277 

278 

279 

280 
283 
286-87 
288 

289 

290 
291-94 
295 
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(Letter to I from R. Conforti with enclosures - 6/16/95) 

(Memo to Dir., FBI, from SAC, L.A., "A review of the activities" - 9/4/68) 

(Memo to SAC, L.A., from Dir., FBI, "Reurlet 9/4/68" - 9/16/68) 

(Dir., FBI, from SAC, L.A., "ReBulet dated 9/16/68"- 10/18/68) 

(FBI FOIPA Deleted Page Information Sheet, "Deleted under exemptions b(l)") 

(TELETYPE to Dir, Albany, Boston, from L.A., "Rebutel, November twelve last"' 11/14/68) 
(FBI FOIPA Deleted Page Information Sheet, "Deleted under exemptions b(l) N ) 

("PAGE FOUR .. INFORMANT INSTRUCTED TO KEEP L. A. OFFICE FULLY ADVISED") 

(Memo to SAC, L.A., from Supervisor , "At 5:45 P.M., 11/14/68" - 11/15/68) 

(FBI FOIPA Deleted Page Information Sheet, "Deleted under exemptions. b(l) b 7D(2)") 

( M Los Angeles Police Department, as of 3: P.M. today is currently in this") 

(FBI FOIPA Deleted Page Information Sheet, "Deleted under exemptions b(l)") 

(FBI FOIPA Deleted Page Information Sheet, "Deleted under exemptions b(l)") 

(Search Slip, Subject Black Panther Party - 10/18/79) 

(Sea rch Slip. Subject 67 C 3 (D - 10/18/79^ 

(FBI 
(FBI 
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(AIR 1 EL, to Dir., FBI, Irom SAC, L.A. - 8/21/69) 

(AIRTEL, to Dir., FBI, from SAC, S.F., Subject: Congressman Paul W. McCloskey - 5/15/79) 

(TV WT-TPRPAROT1TQ r>TM?T A/TKP T>P A^TT r»vT r\X> ABr>TTT 

cm 


jPratt murder trial | | that Pratt' was attending") 


(FBI BPP Los Angeles Division EXTREMIST MATTERS, pgs. 1-4 - 1/18/72) t>6 

(Memo to Dir., FBI, from SAC, L.A., re: L.A. report of SA dated 2/9/72 - 3/8/72) b7c 


3 




b6 

b7C 


* % 

DOCUMENTS APPEARING IN 3/4/96GORRESPONDENCE NOT IN CURRENT WRIT 


325 

326 

327 

328 

329 
330-33 
334 
335-36 
337 
338-39 
340-41 
342-43 
344-46 
347-50 
351-54 
355-57 
358-60 
361-63 
364-65 
366-67 
368-69 
370-71 
372-73 
374-76 
377-78 
379-80 
381-82 

383 

384 

385 
386-87 

388 

389 
390-92 
394-95 
396-419 
420 
421-36 
437-68 

469-70 


303-09 

(Letter tql 

1 frn 

in R. 


310-12 

(Letter to[ 


from 

1 h - 

323 

("ELMER 

"GERONIMO;' PR AT 

V aa r 


(FBI contacted former SAl 
(FBI contacted former SA 
(FBI contacted f ormer SAl 
(FBI contacted S/l 
(FBI contacted sJ | 

(FBI contacted former SA 




12/15/95) 
5C. DOCU 
■ 11/2/95) 
EZLl/2/95) 

Lmm/95) 


3/4/96) 


J former SA 


former SA -7/25/80) 


1? a 4 i — 

1 10/31/95 to 11/1/95) 
7/21/80)- 
- 7/18/80) 


11/2/95) 


(Handwritten paragraph b\] 

(FBI - I \i 

(FBI contacted! |- 8/11/80) 

(FBI - "Wilbert J. Weiskirch was advised of the identities of - 7/30/80) 

(FBI contacted Wilbert T. Weiskirch -,8/29/80). 


(FBI 
(FBI 
(FBI 
(FBI 

(FBI - "Special Agen 
(FBI 


- 7/30/80) 


IhfXiore M. t Gardner .Srv-rial j n Charge" - 9/19/80) 

Special Agent! 9/24/80) 


llndiana, 47460" - 8/8/80) 
J California” - 9/19/80) 


"Special Ageni 


9/24/80) 

IChiel inspector, FBI - 10/6/80) f ' 

^Assistant Special Agent in Charge, FBI - 9/24/80) 
Soecial Aeenr. FBI, San Diego - 9/13/80) 


currently assigned to the NY division" - 9/25/80) 
ITw . lifmd u^r e contacted" - 11/3/80) 

, TELEPHONICALLY") ’ 


(FBI 
(FBI 
(FBI 

(FBI - "On the dates indicated, the 

(TELETYPE to Director, from S.F | . 

(AIRTEL, to SACs Baltimore, Boston, etc., from Dir., FBI - 4/16/75) 

(AIRTEL, to SACs Baltimore, Boston, etc., from Dir., FBI, pgs. 1-3 - 3/21/75) 

(TELETYPE to Baltimore, Boston, etc., from Director - TUNE , pgs. 1,3) 

(TELETYPE to Director, attn: INTD: SECTION CL3 „from S.F.,,2 pgs. - 7/29/74) 

(Letter to Leo Brenneisen, fron j | re; Dellinger v. Mitchell : 2 pgs.) 

(Memo to SAC, S.F., from SA Leo S. Brenneisen, Subject: Dellinger v. Mitchell 9/17/75) 
(Memo to SAC, S.F., from SA Leo S. Brenneisen, Subject: D. Dellinger, B. Seale, et al 5/26/76) 
( Dellinger v. Mitchell Civil Action No. 1768-9 AFFIDAVIT) 

( Dellinger v. Mitchell Civil Action No: 1768-9 ORDER) 

(TELETYPE to Dir., FBI, from SAC, S.F. - 5/9/75) 

(TELETYPE to Director,- from S.F., Attn: Legal Section - 5/20/75) 

(FBI re: Dellinger v. Mitchell , list of names/addresses of former Agents - 4/29/75) 

(AIRTEL, to SACs Baltimore, Boston etc., from Dir., FBI "ReButel dated 8/5/74" - 8/6/74) 
("Plaintiff Jerry C. Rubin incidentally overheard the following: pgs. 72 - 95) 

(Dellinger v. Mitchell SUMMONS ^6/26/69) 

(Dellinger v. Mitchell COMPLAINT FOR DECLARATORY &INJUNCTIVE RELIEF, pgs.1-16) 
(USA v. Dellinger ANSWER TO DEFENDANTS MOTION FOR DISCLOSURE OF 
ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE, pgs. 1-32) 

( DELLINGER v. MITCHELL ORDER - "10th day of January, 1974") 
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EXHIBITS APPEARING IN 11/3/94 CORRESPONDENCE AND CURRENT WRIT 


Bates 

Stamp # # in Current Writ 


41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51-52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 
62 

78-80 

81 

,82-83 

84-86 

95-98 

99-100 

101 

.102 

.103 

105-108 


18.(13) * 
18 (11) * 
18(6) * 
18 (10) 
18 (5) 
16 ( 9 ) 
18(4) * 
18 (3) * 
18(2) * 
18(9) * 
18.(8) '* 
:18 (17) * 
18 (14) * 
;18 (15) * 
18 (16) '■* 
18 (12) * 
.18(1) * 
24(5) * 
21 (1) 
3(13) * 
3(18) * 
3(4) * 
19A (2) 
19A (1) 
19G 
19B 
19D 
19E 


Description 


(To SAC, S.F., from SA .12/20/68) 

(To SAC, S.F., from SA - 12/20/68) 

(To SAC, S.F., from SA_ - .12/19/68) 

(To SAC, S.F., from SA -.12/2 0/68^ 


12/19/68) 
12/19/68) 

- 12/19/68) 

12/19/68) 
12/19/68) 
12 / 20 / 68 ) „ 


(To SAC, S.F.,,from SA 
(To SAC, S.F., from SA 
(To SAC, S.F., from SA 

(To SAC, S.F., from SA 

(To SAC, S.F., from SA 

(To SAC, S.F.,'from SA 

(AIRTEL - 12/20/68) 

(To SAC, Houston - 12/23/68) 

(Memo to SAC, Denver - 12/23/68) 
(Memo to SAC, Boston - 12/23/68) 

(To SAC, Denver - 12/23/68) 

(To SAC, Cleveland - 42/20/68) 

(To SAC, S.F., from SA - 12/19/68) 

(‘The interview of CHARLES PRATT’) 
(FB I task force report - pgs. d J3,14 only) 
(FBI) 
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(FBI "Jet Magazine", pg. l jonlv . 4/I7/ZQ1. 
(FBI regarding information! 

(Dedartion o 
(Declaration 


* Pgs.) 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


(Court order- in Dellinger v. Mitchel 


1- 2 pgs.)> 
I, 1968-9) 


(3/7/75 letter to attorney Leonard Weinglass, pg. 1 only) 
(3/10/75 lett er! lo Wqmrrh^ 


i (Affidavits ol. 
review wiretaps, 3/21/75) 


anq 


for court authority to 
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Designates documents more redacted in current writ and less redacted in documents sent by the FBI 


J 
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EXHIBITS APPEARING IN 12/9/94 CORRESPONDENCE AND CURRENT WRIT 


Bates 
Stamp # 

# in Current Writ 

Description 


139 

3 (19) 

(Memo to Dir., FBI, from SAC, L.A. - 7/9/70) 

147-49 

3(3) * 

(FBI 



.150 

3(6) * 

(FBI 



151 

3(7) * 

(FBI 



152 

3(11) 

(FBI 



153 

3 (12) * 

(FBI 



154 

3 (13) * 

(FBI 



157-58 

3 (15) * 

(FBI 



176-77 

3 (18) * 

(FBI 

- "Jet Magazine" - 4/17/70) 

.179 

3 (17) * 

(Memo to SAC, L.A., from SA - 2/24/70) 

180 

3 (16) * 

(AIRTEL to SAC, S.F., from SAC, L.A. - 2/4/70) 

187 

3 (15) * 

(FBI 



188 

3 (14) * 

(FBI Memo to Dir., FBI, from SAC, L.A. - 12/18/69) 

189 

3 (13) * 

(FBI 



190 

3(11) 

(FB 



191 

3 (12) * 

(FB 



192 

3 (9) 

(Memo to Dir.. FBI, from 

SAC, L.A. (P) - 11/7/69) 

196-98 

3(4) 

(FBI 

rc 


212 

3(2) 

(Memo to Dir.,. FBI, from SAC, L.A. - ’6/5/69) 

232-33 

3(1) * 

(Memo to Dir., FBI, from SAC, L.A. - 5/6/69) 

232-33 

(28) * 

(Memo to SAC, L.A., from SA - 4/28/71) 


* Designates documents more redacted in current writ and less redacted in documents sent by the FBI 
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DOCUMENTS APPEARING IN 4/20/95 CORRESPONDENCE AND CURRENT 

WRIT 


Bates 

Stamp# # in Current Writ - Description 


■247-48 19 

249 15 (3) 

250 15.(7) 


(AIRTEL, to Dir., FBI, fromSAC, S.F. JUNE) ■ 
(AIRTEL, to Dir., FBIi from SAC, L.A. - 10/31/68) 
(TELETYPE to Dir., FBI' from SAC, L.A. - 12/20/68) 


DOCUMENTS APPEARING IN 6/16/95 CORRESPONDENCE AND CURRENT WRIT 


'Bates 
Stamp # 

# in Current Writ 

Description 

258-60- 

15.(1) 

(Memo, to Dir., FBI, from SAC, L.A. - 10/18/68) 

262 

15 (2) 

(AIRTEL, to SAC, L.A., from Dir., FBI - 10/29/68) 

263 

15(3) 

(AIRTEL, to Dir., FBI, from SAC, L.A. -10/31/68) 

273’ 

15 (4) 

(TELETYPE to Dir., from SAC, L.A. - 11/16/68) . 

-274 

15(6) 

(TELETYPE to Dir., from SAC, L.A. - 12/13/68) . 

275 

15(7) 

(TELETYPE to Dir., from SAC, L.A; - 12/20/68) 

276 

15 '(5) 

(TELETYPE to Dir., FBI, from SAC, L.A. - 12/2/68) 

28 L 

7;(1) 

("D. Following the receipt of. information") 

.285 

22 (l) .(pg- 5 onIy) 

(FBI - "At the Courthouse Cleaver was questioned") 

-296 

22 (13) * 

(TELETYPE - 7/28/72 LRS "Pratt found guilty today") 

* Designates , documents more redacted in current writ and less redacted in documents sent by theJFBI 


EXHIBITS APPEARING IN 3/4/96 CORRESPONDENCE AND CURRENT WRIT 
THERE ARE NONE 



■ ww * w * w i 
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE 

BUREAU OF SPECIAL OPERATIONS 


Gll GARCETTI ♦ District Attorney 

SANDRA l. BUTTITTA • Chief Deputy District Attorney 

R. DAN MURPHY ♦ Assistant District Attorney 


ROBERT P. HEFUN ♦ Oirectc 


April 8, 1996 



Assistant General Counsel 
Office of the General Counsel 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
J. Edgar Hoover Building, Room 7927 
935 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20535 
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Dead 


In re Pratt , Case No. A267020 

In addition to our request of April 3, 1996, for F.B.I. documents to be shown to a 
California court in camera, we also request that the F.B.I. documents which were 
considered by the F.B.I. Pratt Task Force, and which were previously shown to Federal 
Magistrate Kronenberg and to the California State , Court of Appeal, Second District, 
Division One 1 be compared to the F.B.I. documents attached as. exhibits to the current 
Petition For Writ Of Habeas Corpus. To the extent that this comparison shows that some 
documents attached as exhibits are "new”, could you have either-^ a list prepared or 
photocopies made of the "new" documents. 


Deputy District Attome T recalls reviewing a file in Washington, D.C., 

which contained all of the F.B.I. documents that had been shown to Federal Magistrate 
Kronenberg. If all of the F.B.I. documents in the exhibits have already been shown to 
both Magistrate Kronenberg and to the California Court of Appeal, convincing a new 
court that there is no merit to the current petition would be facilitated. Even if some of 
the F.B.I. documents contained in the exhibits are "new”, this comparison should narrow 
the issues and the evidence with regard to the instant petition. 
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1 A synopsis of the Pratt Task Force inquiry is attached to In Re Pratt (1980) 112 
Cal.App.3d 795, 917, and states that the Court of Appeal was shown pertinent F.B.I. 
documents in camera. (Id. at 921.) Federal Magistrate Kronenberg stated in his written 
findings that he reviewed in camera the same documents that had been shown to the 
Court of Appeal. (Pratt v. McCarthy CV 81-3407-PAR(K), Findings On A Petition For 
Writ Of Habeas Corpus By A Person In State Custody, p. 8, £n. 4.) 


IslA'rfk - 10737 ?/ 


9-49 S. Broadway, 1 1th flooi 
lo$ Angeles, CA 90014-357C 
(213)974-2554 
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Memorandum 


To 



m 



' _ Unit ChieSty 

Civil Discovery Review /unit 


1/22/96 


_ Unit Chief 

interstate ’inert /Government Reservation Crime Unit 


b6 

b7C 


Elmer Pratt, aka Geronimo; 

Inquiry of Gil Garcetti, • 

Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office 
(62A-HQ- 1073 771) 


Purpose : To request assistance from the Civil 

Discovery Unit (CDRU) in the review of FBI documents for 
dissemination to the Los Angeles County District Attorney's 
Office (LADAO) , pursuant to the LADAO' s requests for information 
in possession of the FBI concerning Elmer "Geronimo" Pratt. 


suitable 

attached 


Recommendation : That the CDRU locate, review, and make 

for dissemination to the LADAO certain documents 
hereto or described in the details of this memorandum. 



Details ; In a letter dated 12/1/93, the Honorable Gil 
Garcetti, LADAO, requested that AG Reno assist his office in 
responding to a habeas corpus petition on behalf of Elmer 
"Geronimo" Pratt. Garcetti ad vised that his office was in 

a fbol the 

which provided an 


analysis of Pratt's conviction. Include d i n this report were tw o 
affidavits, signed ,hd Ian 

which claimed that 


dC 


b3 
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Enclosure 

1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
AS: 


Mr Con fort i 


IJLUJ'wXt:! 

as (9) 
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(CONTINUED OVER) 
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Elmer Pratt, aka Geronimo; 

Inquiry of Gil Garcetti, 

Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office 
( 6 2A-HQ- 1073771) 

nf PRT Hnr-nmpnffi in an imrplafpfi tnflfr.fp.-r. and frhflfrl I 


The Violent Crimes and Major Offenders Section, CID, 
FBIHQ, directed a review of pertinent FBI files dealing with 
Elmer Pratt, which files were situated in the FBI field offices 
at Los Angeles, San Francisco, Sacramento, Pocatello and FBIHQ. 
This -review also included files reporting the results of previous 
Inquiries into the Pratt matter, including those related to the 
1980 Pratt Task Force report. 


The review was responsive to the allegation that the 

I gRT nAgooocsc r.r mcgpgcp^ i -i nn I 

I - the date of a robbery and shooting at Santa Monica, 
California, which resulted in the death of one -individual and the 
wounding of another. Pratt was subsequently prosecuted for these 
crimes by the State of California and sentenced to a period of 
incarceration which continues to this day. 


The CDRU has previously assisted in this review and 
pursuant to a memorandum from Assi-stant to the Attorney General 

Richard Scruggs to] | General Counsel, FBI, dated 

7/13/94, processed approximately 225 redacted pages, which had 
been completely or partially declassified, for the LADAO. In 
addition, the redactions affecting these documents were made to 
protect personal privacy, source information, and information 
which is protected by federal statutes, yet still be responsive 
to the law enforcement interest expressed by the LADAO. 

Continued liaison with representatives of the LADAO is 
ongoing at this time on this matter. Recent contacts with the 
LADAO has determined that they are completing their internal 
review and plan to issue a report on their inquiry. However, the 
LADAO has identified additional areas where clarification, either 
through FBIHQ articulation or document release, is necessary. 


The following are specific areas where clarification is 

necessary: 


1 . Whether| [ 

were afforded access to FBI electronic surveillance documents in 


2 




Assistant to the Attorney General 
Re: Elmer Pratt, aka "Geronimo"; 

Inquiry of Gil Garcetti, 

Los Angeles County District Attorney (LADA) 


any other civil discovery order in addition to that corroborated 
in the Dell inger Vs. Mitchell suit, Civil Order 1768-69. 

Jdeposition and subsequent interviews suggest the 


possibility that she may have reviewed files in an FBI office 
during the period 1974-1976, related to civil discovery orders 
involving the Black Panther Party and Huey Newton vs Levi, et al 
(197-2866) : Social ists Workers Party vs. Mitchell, #3160-73; 

, Michell (197-122) ; and/or the San Quentin Six 
et al, (197-182, 197-112) . 
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The CDRU is requested to determine if civil discovery 
orders were issued in any or all of the above described lawsuits 
which may have afforded plaintiffs or their attorneys access to 
FBI electronic surveillance logs and transcripts. The CDRU is 
also requested to provide copies of any discovery orders for 
dissemination to the LADAO. 


The CDRU is requested to review the attached documents 
and render them suitable for dissemination to LADAO. 

2. The LADAO requested clarification regarding 
investigative activity at Los Angeles and San Francisco which 
could shed light on the allegation that the FBI participated in 
an electronic interception of Black Panther Party related 
communications circa December, 1968. These allegations focus on 
whether the LA or SF offices conducted or assisted local law 
enforcement agencies in illegal electronic intercepts. Prior 
inquiries in this matter resulted in the interviews of several 
-former and current FBI Agents in 1980. The results of these 
interviews may be of value to the LADAO as they respond directly 
to several questions raised in this matter and were obtained at a 
time when memeories were clearer. 


The CDRU is requested to review the attached FD-302S 
and render them suitab le for di ssemination to the LADAO. (FD-302 
of regarding former SA | | dated 9/22/95; -former SA 

dated 10/31/95 and investigation dated JLO/31 - 11/1/95)1 In 
addition CDRU is to review and render suitable or dissemination 
to the LADAO the following enclosures contained in bulky exhibit 
in file 62-HQ-118284 E44X2: #s 4, 4A, 5, 5A, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 
12, 14, 16, and 22. 

The CDRU is reques ted to coordinate this request with 
Unit Chief I I IT/GRC Unit, CID, extension 4192, 

and to handle this as expeditiously as possible. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (157-1030$) 10A8/68 

SAC, LOS AMOVES (1$7-1618) (P) I 3 Sk 

BLACK PAHTHffi PARTf 
LOS AMOELES DXVISXOS 
RH - BPP 

RoBulot dated 9/16/68. 

Enoloiad for the Bureau is on* copy of an FD-li*2. 


2 - Bureau (RK) (End. 1) 
/Up- Loa Angelaa 
A'RHR/gcw 
(U) / 

, t 
</v* 

// 

// 


HARCHiO 

iHQEXEO 


SERIAL;: 


F»t £0 



/\i ~ 7 -/o 



He Log Angeles airtel and letterhead memorandum 
dated 8/20/68, entitled BLACK STUDENT UNION, CALIFORNIA STATE 
COLLEGE AT LOS ANGELES, RM-BSUj Los Angeles report of 
SA THOMAS G, MANSFIELD dated 8/9/68, entitled BLACK NATIONALIST 
MOVEMENT, LOS ANGELES DIVISION i and Los Angeles letter dated 
6/3/68, entitled COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM, BLACK NATIONALIST 
HATE GROUPS, RACIAL INWXIGENCE. 

I 

The black nationalist organizations that present 
the greatest potential danger for violence in and about Los 
Angeles are the Black Panther Party (BPP), the various Black 
Student Union (BSU) chapters at several local institutions 
of higher learning, the Student Non-violent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC), and. u US M . Accordingly, these organizations 
are the focus of the Black Nationalist Counterintelligence 
Program at Los Angeles. 

It should be noted that personnel handling the 
Counterintelligence Program have been assigned for periods 
of varying lengths, to the investigations .of at least one 
of the three major cases being conducted at Los Angeles 
during this 90-day reporting period. 

Informant coverage is not being dealt with in this 
letter, since it is a separate program and further, it goes 
without saying that quality informant coverage is necessary 
in any. effective counterintelligence program. 

| 

SEARCHED — . ! 

indeed — 

SERIALIZE 
FILED 

i/ •• 
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MAR 10 '95 05:23PM , 

• • 


LA 157-1751 


I, OPERATIONS UNDER CONSIDERATION 

A. Black Panther Party 

Under consideration is a review of toll call records 
of all long-distance telephone calls made through the use of 
the telephones at the BPP .headquarters and appropriate leaders 
in the BPP at Los Angeles. 

An interview program similar to that in effect with 
regard to the "US" organization is also being considered for 
the BPP. A matter of considerable thought is whether or not 
the information obtained is worth the risks involved of agent 
personnel due. to the extreme militancy of tho members of this 
organization. 

< a 

B. Black Student Union 

Under consideration is tho review of student records 
of all officers of the BSU chapters who advocate violence, 
to determine if they receive any Federal educational grants, 
aid, or assistance. 

iV 

C. Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee 

Under consideration is the Interview of all 
recently deposed officers of SNCC at Los Angeles. 

D. "US" 


Under consideration is the reviewing of toll call 
records of all long-distance telephone calls made through the 
telephones at the residence of BONIS KC KINLEY EVERETT, aka 
Ron Karenga, and those telephones located within ”US" head- 
quarters. 

II. OPERATIONS BEING EFFECTED 
A. Black Panther Party 

A program in effect ha3 been the advising of the 
Immigration ’and Naturalization Service of tho identity of 
BPP leaders whenever Impending foreign travel is involved. 

The objective of this program is to determine the circumstances 
manner, and route of all foreign travel. 


- 2 - 
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Also , in effect has been the determination of the 
origin and subsequent transactions involving each firearm 
found' in the possession of any BPP member. The objective 
of this program is to determine the identity of each BPP 
firearm purchaser, the. manlier of purchase, and the type (s) 
and quantity of firearms purchased. , 

Efforts have been, made to determine the place 
and manner of banking in*an effort to neutralize the. source or 
sources of financial -support. 

Likewise, efforts are being made to determine 
the identity of the property owner of the headquarters of 
the BPP at : Los Angeles, 

B . Black Student Union • 

At, present, because of the . academic' summer recess> 
there is no counterintelligence program, in. effect concerning 
the various BSU chapters, 

C . Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee 

Presently, Bureau authority has been granted for 
the Los Angeles Office to conduct a preliminary survey to 
determine the feasibility of a technical surveillance at the 
SNCC headquarters at 7^06 South Western Avenue, Los. Angeles, 
California. 

An. effort is ;being made to identify the present 
landlord or owner of the. property at 7^06 South Western 
Avenue, Los Angeles, the present SNCC headquarters. 

I ^ 

in. effect at this time, is the determination of 
the method of acquisition of any firearm, found, in the possession 
of a SNCC- member,, in an effort to learn whether or not there 
is any systematic manner 6? firearms acquisition by SNCC ‘ 
members. 


D. “US* 1 

The interview program of members of "US" and its 
leadership element has. been effective in that, it has proved. •- 
a source of intelligence information concerning the organiza- 
tion, Further and. perhaps most important, particularly with 
the younger members, interviews have resulted’ in parental 
involvement and subsequent knowlcdg e of such membership. This 
knowledge has proved a barrier in individual cases to further 
participation In., any "US" activities by some Negro youths. 

IK I JW 
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Also in effect has been the review of the Federal 
income tax returns of ROHIR MC KIHLEY -EVERETT, aka Ron 
Karenga. 

-III. TANGIBLE RESUiV.CS 

A . Black Panther Party . 

The Counterintelligence Program has been least 
effective against, the BPP. The BPP is new In Los Angeles 
and effective counterintelligence measures have not been 
fully implemented. 

B. Black Student Union 

The’BSU has been inactive during' the months of 
June, July, and August, except for the incident of 7/24/68, at 
California State College at Los Angeles, as set out in 
referenced letterhead memorandum dated 8/20/68. This is duo 
to the fact of the summer recess in the academic community. 

C . Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee 

The Counterintelligence Program has resulted in 
the neutralization of the growth of membership and the relative 
financial strength of SNCC. 

D. H US n 



There has been no detectable change in either the 
number of members or relative strength of- ^US” among the 
Negro youth in Los Angeles during the 90-day period of June, 
July, and August. 

XV. DEVELOPMENTS OF C QUNTEt^INTELLICrEITC E INTEREST 

The mo3t significant change and matter of counter- 
intelligence interest at Los Angeles concerning black 
nationalist activities is the growth of the BPP and the 
number of acts of violence perpetrated by its members 
and/or the number of incidents of vio3.ence in which BPP 
members wore involved. This is best evidenced in the 
shooting on 8/5/68, In which three BPP members were killed 
and two Los Angeles Police Department officers were wounded. 
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Further interest is. the continued criminal' involve- 
ment of certain members of the leadership, element of "US",, 

fPVfc * n — -Sr? r^rl rimnnQri hir ‘Hnn Oil 

in .the attempted 1 

Id at Los 


"armed" 
Angeles.. 


robbery Of 
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1 ,t‘ '»*. LOS AI^ELES COUNTY DISTRICT ORNEY'S OFFICE 

BUREAU OF SPECIAL OPERATIONS 
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. ’ - l,v CIL GARCETTI • District Attorney 

u t l O t 


SANDRA L. BUTTITTA • Chief Assistant District Attorney 


R. DAN MURPHY . Director 


February 14, 1995 


Richard Scruggs 

Assistant to the Attorney General 
United States Department of Justice 
United States Attorney General 
10th Pennsylvania Avenue 
N.W. Washington, D.G 20530 
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Dear Richard: 


In re Elmer 


J (> 

"(jeronimo" Pratt, 


LASC No. A267020 


As of today, we have not received the package containing reports from the Los Angeles 


FBD 


Y ou mav recall that on January 11, 1995, during a telephone conversation, you i ndicated 
fr> l — ■ land myself that copies of reports from the Los Angeles FBl[ 


had been mailed to us on December 9, 1994. Because we had not received 
that package as of January 11th, you told us that another copy would be sent to us. 

On January 25, 1995, we telephoned and leftj ^jnessage for you that we had not yet 
received the reports mentioned above. On(January 31,~1995, we received a message that 
you had telephoned and indicated that you would have the FBI resend the package, but 
we have not yet received them 

We appreciate your help in obtaining these reports. We would like to resolve this case 
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Richard Scruggs 
Page Two 
February 14, 1995 


* 


Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Very truly yours, 

GIL GARCETTI 
District Attorney of 



Deputy District Attorney 
Habeas Corpus Litigation Team 


Assistant District Attorney 
toger J. Gunson, Director, BSO 

Appellate Division 
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U.S. Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington, D. C. 20535 

March 15, 1995 . 


Los Angeles county Distract Attorney's Office 
849 S. Broadway 
Suite 1100 

Los Angeles, California 90014 A\ 


Dear 


V i 

H roi 


I received a copy of your 2/14/95, letter to Richard 
fifrrnrffTg advising th at you had not received the LA FBI documents 

I am forwarding a copy of the redacted 
documents and the original transmitting letter from Section Chief 
Robert S. Conforti, dated 12/9/94. 

I am sorry that the original letter and documents 
failed to reach you. I hope that these copies will answer your 
request . 


Sincerely, 


(top. Dir. 

ADO Adm. 

ADO fcw. 

Ami Dir.: 
A4m.$«rvs. . 
Cr1m.lnv 


fo/oi277/ 



Rtf Mgnt, mw 

T«ch.S*rv«.Mw 

Training — 

Cong. Affs. Off. *** 
Off. Of CEO mww. 
Off. Ltatoon A 
WAIftMw 
Off . of Pubfic Aff*. * 
TotophonoRm. _ 
CHr*c*or*a 


Enclosure 


3 (Enclosure amm .$ £££: 

z POL BEHIND fllfe* g— 


Violent Crimes and 

Major Offenders Section 
Criminal Investigative Division 


WWW 

. lC»5*Ws- 
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Tiansmit the, following In 
iVir. TELETYPE 




FBI 

Date; 11/15/68 


fype in plaintext or. code) 


(Priority/ 


TO 

PROM 


DIRECTOR FBI, 

SAC LOS ANGELES (I5l“l6l8) 



JUNE. 

BLACK PANTHER PARTY. RACIAL MATTER. 

RE LOS ANGELES TELCALS TO BUREAU NOVEMBER FIFTEEN INSTANT'., 
IN ORDER' FOR 'BUREAU CTTrTV Aim pp^mpt^v Amr-rggp OF 


ANY, PLANNED BPP ACTIVITY, 


PAREN. 


PROB- PAREN HAS SIGNED WAIVER GRANTING AUTHORITY TO INSTALL 
EXTENSION PHONE FOR PURPOSE OF MONITORING CALLS TO HIS 
RESIDENCE. INSTALLATION AND MONITORING TO BE DONE IN LOS 
ANGELES OFFICE.; ESTIMATED COST OF EXTENSION PHONE SEVENTY FIVE 
TO ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS PER MONTH. FULL SECURITY ASSURED. 
INFORMANT HAS ALSO AUTHORIZED 


TRANSMISSIONS WILL BE MONITORED /IN LOS ANGELES OFFICE OR 
FROM MOBILE UNITS. LOS ANGELES IN POSSESSION SUFFICIEN$ EARCHE0 

. _ __ rt. V !yc ,N0EX EO 

SENT W ^SERIAUZf 


RHB:CM.r 

( 1 ) 


^Approve' 


id w 

* 7 * SpeclalAgent in 


b7D 


Sent 


I 
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Charge 
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EXISTING EQUIPMENT FOR' INSTALLATION. BUREAU WILL BE KEPT 
ADVISED IfO l< t >1 cuf-iOoA^< 
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OPTIONAL W M NO. It 

mat mi tooriu* 

IM IKIi Ml. NO. 17 IF 

+ 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT' 


Memorandum 


to : 

SAC, LOS ANGELES (157-1618) 

date: 11/15/68 

/ 

FROM : 

SUPERVISOR WILLIAM JOHN NOLAN 


SUBJECT: 

BLACK PANTHER PARTY 

^ u 


Reference is made to Los Angeles teletype to the 
Bureau i etal, 11/14/68. 

Data contained in retel was orally dictated to a 
stenographer at the Bureau at P.M.. H/lli/68., by the 


{Division 5, 
data contained 


writer while SA 

listened at the same tune, in addition to the 
in the teletype , the Bureau was requested to authorize an 
installation on the telephone of the informant in this matter 
in order that this office might be immediately aware of any 
telephone calls received by the source which he might not be 
in a position to convey telephonically himself to this office . 
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At 5:4£ P.M., 11/14/68, SA | 
contacted the writer and advised that , in 


Division 5i 
addition to the 


United States Attorney, Los Angeles Police Department, 115th 
Military Intelligence Group and Secret Service, Bureau officials 
desired, under the new National Firearms Law, that the Alcohol 
and Tobacco Tax Division also be advised. 


Agenq 


.SA. 


immediately contacted Special 


Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Division, and made the 

contents in general of thn referenced teletype available. In 

— a h l . i g P «M . SA | Jmade available to Detective 

|Los Angeles County Sheriff's Office Intelligence 


Division, the same data. 

In response to the inquiry msde of the Bureau regard- 
ing authorization, at 5?00 P.M. SA | I telephonically 

advised that authority had been granted to attempt to install 
some sort of tech in connection with the informant. He was 
advised that details and problems would be made available to 
the Bureau as they occurred, and that attempts to make the 
installation would be started at once. 
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WJN : CM's 

(2) 


In connection with the data contained in the 


<g 


JiCHED, 

JALIZI 


NOVI 5 1968 

FBI — LOS ANGELES 


8'd 


ED — — INDEXEU-. 

1 wm/i « ^963 
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referenced teletype at the time the Bureau was contacted) a 
rtoTi was nlaced from this office to the office of Deputy Chief 


£ 


r e questing that he immediately contact this 

office on a very" important matter* His office advised that 
he was expected back .shortl y v> * rr>Y, a ill : 00 P.M. At P.H» the 

writes rrmf.ftr.hftfi Lieutenant 




Chief, 

r.< 


1 


and advised 


the Adjutant to Deputy 
mm 01 dhe contents of the teletype 
ladvised’ that he would iipmadiataly contact 


, portly afterwards, Chief | [contacted 

the office and advised that he had his staff about him, and 
the matter concerning the Black— EiUft±llAaia 1 and their being armed 

. ■ ■ m a k— m At . M . A I 


was again discussed with Chief 


The Chief had the 


writer on a speaker system in the Chief's office, and the 
speaker system in the ASAC's office was utilized on this end* 
The Chief was advised that the information as we had it and had 
given. it to him was from one of our informants who was in a 
position to be cognizant of the data contained in the teletype, 
and that any. information gained additionally from. the informant 
would be made available immediately to the Police Department. 


Subsequently, the, 
advised that either Captald 
Intelligence or Lieutenanq 


CMftf contacted the writer and 
lof Pol ice Department 

lof the Subversive 


Detail woul d be in t ouch to mainta in T5n i_aon regarding this 


matter. SA 
in telephon 1 


were subsequently 


- i ^ n eu tanant i 

ic contact, and It was ascertained that the Police 

Department was placing surveillance units out on the street. 
The names and addresses of the following persons, as being of 
interest to the Police Department and who had most probably 
pflyfMMpflta d in the passing out or getting of weapons, was 
furnished: \_ 


The names of these 
furnished to Deputy unief 


^ [ 


s had also previously oeen 
by the writer. 


Data concerning a telephone call received by the 
informant during the evening hours of 11/14/68 is set forth 

in Los Angeles teletype of 11/15/68 sent during the A.M. hours. 

In essence, a number of Panthers set up an ambush for a police 
car, which failed to materialize. 


On 11/15/68 the Telephone Company advised that under 
the present ruling of their Legal Department on the West Coast, 
a technical installation could not be made without the issuance 
of a court order. SA's| I LAYHEW conducted liaison with 
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the Telephone Company, and it was worked out that the Telephone 
Company could put an extension telephone on any telephone to 
any point, provided the customer requested it. 

This data was relayed to SA , Division 5» 

Racial Section, at the Seat of Gova rnmantf who a dvised that 
the original approval oxj |tfas granted by| 


and that this morning the Director had approved it ano reque ued 
li ha. referred to the Attorney General for a legal opinion. 


, advised that the Attorney General's opinion was that he 

would approve the court order for the installation of the 
technical installation; however, he wished to point out that 
if any of the individuals who contacted the informant were sub- , 
sequently brought into Federal Court, the Bureau would have to 
make the contents of their telephone pan a known to the defendant , 

and this might expose the informant. | I was advised of 

the alternate possibility of an extension telephone line, and 
also the daairflfl Lea Angeles to utilize existing equipment 
to install ” ~~ 
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secured authority and advised the writer that authority was 
granted and requested a teletype confirming the request be sent. 
A teletype under the JUNE caption was forwarded. 

At a pproximately 2:00 P.M., 11/15/68, the writer was 


in contact wit 


l agaln and answered several questions 
that the Department had raised concer ning the telephone exten- 
sion! |- that, the informant was 
purchasing his home, that he was the registered owner of his 
vehicle, and that ha usm tha ooounant of the house with 


the exception o 


t 


Mr. MOORE 
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advised that the Department had rendered an opinion that the 
utilization of an extension is perfectly legal but did raise 
a side issue that if all statements made by a possible defendant 
in a Federal matter would come up and the identity of the indi- 
vidual were known, such statements would probably have to be 
made available. 


I tfas advi sed that the Telephone Com pany had 
been contacted , and that the|_ 


1 was under 


uuyu wv** WWW | w - “ w -'-^1 | 

wav, and that arrangements had been made tol 

| |to be monitored from the console in 

the Los Angeles orrice. The monitoring of the telephone will be, 
effected in the former space utilized in this office for tech- 
nical operations. Personnel will be assigned to monitor radio 
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equipment when the installation is completed » 


Lieutenant 


as of 3:00 P.M. toda y. ia~curr ently 


Los Angeles Police. Department, 


briefed by Supervisor[ 


]and SA 


hi 


as to 


all information available concerning this operation or the 
Black Panthers . 
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ELES COUNTY DISTRICT «TORNEY'S OFFrcE 

OF SPECIAL OPERATIONS 


VSS&SlieSSC' GIL GARCETTI . District Attorney 
^i&atl SANDRA L. BUTTITTA . Chief Assistant OiStrict Attorney 


March 9, 1994 



Richard Scruggs 

Assistant to the Attorney General 
United States Department of Justice 
United States Attorney General 
10th Pennsylvania Avenue 
N.W. Washington, D.C 20530 



R. DAN MURPHY . Director 


V** bl 0^ 

r " 3 «**$. 
■> &»■' 


l 


Dear Mr. Scruggs: 

In re Elmer "Geronimo” Pratt, Habeas Corpus LASC No. A267020 


This letter is to confirm the telephone conversations I had with you on Thursday, March 
3, 1994, and Tuesday, March 8, 1994. Thank you Tor your assistance regarding our 
request. 

During our conversation on March *3. you told me t hat theiFBI had conducted a detailed 
interview of ~| regarding their observations of certain 



wiretap loos in the. Fftdftpl Building in San Francisco. You also indicated that during the 


interviewj |said that what she thought she saw was the record of a Los 

Angeles wiretap. I understand that anv. dav now we will be receivin g copies of the FBI 
"302" reports regarding the interviews oi land within a couple 
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of weeks wiretap information from thp San | Francisco Office covering a time period a few 
days before and afterl 


reconstruct whatl 


You also indicated. that the FBI has tried to 
Iwere examining but has been unsuccessful in 


locating the wiretap log entry they claim to have seen regarding Mr. Pratt. You 
mentioned to me that out of an abundance of caution you have requested the Los 
FBI office to look for wiretap information regarding the time period in questio 

On March 8, 1994, we talked about additional information you would try and omam for 
us. First of all, you indicated that included with the info rmation vou will be providin g us 
with will be some type of FBI log showing when and if| |were 

examining pBI wiretap logs in San Francisco. Secondly, that vou will send us intormation 
regarding 





In particular, who in Los Angeles might have made that call. Lastly, we had 

ENCLOSURE 


849 S. Broadway. 1 1 th Floor 
Los Angeles. CA 90014-3570 
(213)974-2554 
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Richard Scruggs 
Page Two 
March 9, 1994 



eji 


a convert 


^tion 


regarding thft evchflngp nf a lette r between 


i Accordin g to| 

agents were present during, the letter exchange. Apparently ! I mentioned this during 




Jtwo FBI 


a pretrial interview with the prosecutor (see Attachment!, notes of the interview).[ 
later confirmed this in a declaration obtained by Mr. Pratt (see Attachment 2). We are 
puzzled by the presence of the FBI agents at the letter exchange i ncident. Mr. Pratt has 
contend ed that the FBI was the re because they had some kind of | 

It is also possible that 


might hav e bee 


LAPD Intelligence information. If the FBI suspected that 


P 


as not loyal to LAPD, 


it might explain why they were nresent at. the letter exchange. As we discussed, the letter 

exchange occurred on |You indicated that you would try and find out 

who the two FBI agents were and why they were present at the letter exchange. 

Again, thank you for your cooperation and assistance in this matter and I look forward 
to receiving the information you will be sending us. 

Very truly yours, 

GILGARCETTI 
District Attorney of 

T nc An gpIpc fYmntv 



Deputy District Attorney 
Habeas Corpus Litigation Team 
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fda 


Attachments 

c: Roger Gunson, Director. BSO 

— . l Appellate Division 

Consultant 
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DECLARATION 0 




declare under penalty of oerjury as 


follows : 


I was a Los Angeles Police officer from 
when I left the police force. I am presently employed by 


Sometime inf 


then a friend of mine. 


ff'C and asked me to meet him at a streetcorner in Los 
Angeles; I then pr oceeded to the streetcorner where I met | ~| 


Save me an envelope that was sealed and asked 

me to hold it for him as an "insurance policy" and only open 
it upon his death. He did not tell me the contents of the Tetter. 
1 agre ed to hold th e letter and do as he had asked. 

As walked a short distance away I was approched 

by two men who identified themselves as F.B.I. agents and asked 


me for whatever 
them to askl 


had given me. I refused and told 

for it, as he was still close by, and within 


sight. They yelled to him by the nameQ 
familia rity between the F.B.I. agents an 


, indicating *to me 




| did not respond and they did not approch him. 

then left and I also left soon after. 

At this time I did not give the F.B.I. agents the letter 

! 

or, open the letter. In fact, to this day, I have never read the 


letter 


it t< 


Jgave me. Soon after receiving the letter, I gave 
the L.A. Police Department who placed it 


in his safe deposit box, 


EXHIBIT 45 
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1 




r • 


* 


% 
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3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 




<v 


Sooj^fter this incident. The F.B.I ^threatened to indict 


orot 


: 


\ 

’’roe for obstruction of justice for refusing to turn over the 
\ letter to them. 

Some tiroe the next year I was involved in a fight with 
a white Los Angeles police officer. Due to this fight/ and other 
allegations against roe, I becaroe the subject of an internal police 
investigation. During this investigation I was questioned by 
the Los Angeles Police Department regarding what 



had given roe and ordered to turn it over to the police department. 

When I refused, I was threatened with being firedfor refusing 

a direct order. 

rN 

I had not told anyone in the L.A.P.D. about receiving the 


letter except 



myself were 


Any contacts between 


f brought against roe by the internal investigation of the L.A.P.D. 
! /^During this investigation F.B.I. aqents came to see roe and 

16 jf f 

• questioned roe about wha| 


17 . 

!i Vhe F.B.I 

18 

19 I' them how the y ^ new it was a lett er and they said 


agents demanded that I give then "the letter."! asked 


20 i 

21 

22 ij 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 1 


I told them 
! so, | 


had given roe a -letter. I informed them if that was 


Soon after. 


should ask roe to give them the letter. 

called roe and asked roe t o give the 
l etter to the police authorit ies. I told him I would bpt asked 
him why he had told them about the letter since I had almost 
| gootten fired for refusing to give it to the FBI and the LAPD. He 
said he was sorry, but the FBI was putting pressure on him, and 
1 "jamming him" and that I should give the letter to them. 

- 2 - 
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t 


i 


I then asked 


to give me the letter that I 


2 

3 

4. 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

18 

13 

14 

15 


16 1 

‘I 

18 f 


had given him and he did. I then gave it to a superior in the 
police department.: 

Soon later X was informed by police officials; that I would' 
be criminally prosecuted for withoiding' evidence about the 
commission of a felony. I told them if they looked at the 
envelope they could easily see that the envelope had the original 

seal on it, that I had never opened it, and that I Bid not know 

1 

the contents of the letter- 

I did not give the; letter to either the FBI or the i-APD 

I , *’ ,i* 

prior to asking me to do so because I had given 

1 1 I 

that I would not open the letter or 


my promise td 


give it to anyone until he. asked me to do so or until hiS death. - 
I will testify in a court, of law to the above, facts if I 
am asked to do so. 

I swear that, to the best of my knowledge, the above is 
true and correct. 

Dated: November 19, 1979. 
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P1AY- 17-1996 14:44 


41S 553 2933 


Sw Fftnc&so Office 


m. 




PRECEDENCE 

0 Immediate 


Q Priority 
D Routine 


/ 1 «, 


FBI FACSIMILE 
COVERSHEET 

CLASSIFICATION 

D Top Secret 

□ Secret 

□ Confidential 
D Sensitive 

□ unclassto 

□ uNcussinn) 


W* 

l&s 



(Hsr* CfQfbct) 


Facsimile number: 


Time Transmitted: — 

Sendees Initials: 

Nu miter of Pages: -JL 


(Nam* ofCn^e; 


> XH/? 


e st 3 / n - s * 


Special Handling Instructions 


Originators Name, 


Originators Facsimile Number : l 


SP/oe- 3^4 





Telephone: 


Approved: 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED Yfck 


ria -'/o 7 3 ' 77 / 
(bu-iJ^oa 


FBI DC.- 









S *FD : 3J 

* <+> 


.•v , • • f* ''* ** * 

ift H - f /7 vr 

SB declassified rst Jri , 

% m^rn+m+mm 

% * i 


V. .* r 

>0N. 


-? } comijtt; 


FBI 


v * 

Transmit the following in 

* 

v ln teletype 


visir" 


Date: ll/ll|/68 V »\\) ' ’ j ,%%M ,. 

mi * ■ \ bur<fe «SV 

■ ‘ ; Tfypc i * plaintext of cede) ~ Yi\ flj £i© j.-’v / * 

URGENT = r \ ' 

"" (Priority) I 




9 

L — r- 


; li^srsiiiai/ ** frai^oo^ \ -.f 

? raoKs LOS ANGELES (157-1618) ' 

f . Declassify on: OADR 

' BLACK PANTHER PARTE (BPP). «. 00 SAN FRANCISCO • 

X 

’ : . , 0 *»- tll«4trtV a-^ 

* RE3UTEL, N0VB-3ER TWELVE, LASTXsl' . 

j' ON NOVEKBER FOURTEEN, INSTANT,^ — 

. 1 ^ | ^ 1, who HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE 

• • /l # /PAST, ADVISED MEETING OF LA BPP HELD FOUR ONE ONE FIVE 

,f; ! SOOTH CENTRAL AVENUE, NIGHT NOVEMBER THIRTEEN, LAST. “ c 

APPROXIMATELY FORTY FIVE PER SONS ATTENDED. DURING ME ETING, 

_ /\srw> BTJATTm' 




LA BPP, 


TO 00 TO HOKE OP.JOHN HUOOIK AFTER MEETING. MEETING OVER ABOUT 


TEN THIRTY PK. 1 

residence and remained thereuntil approximated- 

~\ iKSTANi. SENT BX COD 


TO THEIR 




SENT BX CODED TELEKVE.,^ 

. 4 k 'l ^ - 

« i^dIxed _ . 

9 5^ ^ o .’.Vi- *^R| AL1ZED *** 


proved: 


Sent —^4 




<;s ^w 


.If per 


^IDENUAL 
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. v ! ■ • 

ns priwcU^ tJt/ c.* 


DURING THIS PERIOD,* 'SOURCE OBSERVED FORTY TO FIFTY 
PERSONS, WHOM HE DESCRIBED AS "MEMBERS OF BPP UNDERGROUND, 

COME TO HUGGIN *S RESIDENCE AND EACH RECEIVED WEAPON FROM 
CACHE STORED AT HUGGIN »S RESIDENCE. WEAPONS INCLUDED TWELVE 
GAUGE SHOTGUNS, SEVEN KM RIFLES, AND WHAT SOURCE CALLED 
"M DASH FIFTY NINE”. DESCRIBED THIS WEAPON AS LOOKING LIKE 
SHORT M-DASH ONE RIFLEV. AMMUNITION FURNISHED ALONG WITH 
WEAPONS. SOURCE STATED HAD NEVER SEEN MAJORITY OF THESE 
PERSONS BEFORE. DURING CONVERSATION, HUGGIN STATED "BUNdaE" 
HAD GIVEN WORD TO OTHER PEOPLE^LoCATIONS WHERE ADDITIONAL 
WEAPONS COULD BE OBTAINED. SOURCE STATED BUN CHI E/I S BPP MEMBER 
FROM OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA WHO HEADS BPP UNDERGROUND THAT AREA. 
SOURCE FURNISHED NUMBER OF PHOTOGRAPHS OF BPP MEMBERS AND 
IDENTIFIED PHOTOGRAPH OF ALPRENTICE CARTER, FBI NUMBER THREE 
ONE ONE NINE ONE NINE D, AS BUNCHIE. V/ 


| | CAME TO HUGGIN »S RESIDENCE AND PICKED UP CARTON 

OF GLASS (j)ARS CONTAINING WHAT SOURCE CALLED CHLORATE, A DRY 
WHITE FLAKEY POWDER. SOURCE STATED THIS CHEMICAL USED TO 
CONSTRUCT EXPLOSIVE DEVICE. SOURCE FURTHER OBSERVED TEN POUND 
BAG OF BOTTLE CORKS AND A NUMBER OF IBGTHSOF GALVANISED PIPB<"~ * 


USED TO MAKE EXPLOSIVE DEVICES. 
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PAGE THREE 


SOURCE STATi 


TOLD HIM HE WOULD BE CALLED 


EITHER THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY, OR SUNDAY NIGHT (NOVEMBER b6 

b7C 

FOURTEEN, INSTANT THROUGH NOVEMBER SEVENTEEN, NEXT) AND HE 


SHOULD BE READY TO GO UPON RECEIPT OF CALL. 


TOLD 


SOURCE IF HE DID NOT RESPOND TO CALL RETALIATION WOULD BE 
MADE AGAINST HIM AND HIS FAMILY. 'RL 


I 
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PAGE FOUR_ 

INFORMANT INSTRUCTED , TO KEEP _LOS ANGELES OFFICE. FULLY 
ADVISED OF ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING POSSIBLE ACTS OF 
VIOLENCE. * ' 


U.S. ATTORNEY; SECRET SERVICE, LOS ANGELES; REGION TVO 


PASADENA; AND LAPD ADVISED OF ABOVE INFORMATION. 



t jh 
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? .• r ' 10 L0S * M ^ 8 ■ ** • ' m ® Bi Kp ' 

FROM DIRECTOR IP . ’ V^* - 

* - , * * ** 

X' . • • -. - ■ « 

BUCK PANTHER PARTY CBPP), LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA., 




REURTEL NOVEMBER FOURTEEN, LAST, CONCERNING ISSUANCE OF 

i -• 

A I 

6UNS AND AMMUNITION TO MEMBERS OF BPP UNDERGROUND FOR POSSIBLE 

ATTACK ON LOS .ANGELES PD PRECINCT STATION. . . , * , 

, * , ■ * ^ ~ * * ' 

SUTEL ACTION BEING TAKEN BY LOS ANGELES POLICE TO 

j • i • 

NEUTRALIZE POSSIBLE ACTS OF VIOLENCE BY BPP. IN VIEW OF . ' ’ ' 

* • * • 

SERIOUS AND UNUSUAL NATURE OF ALLEGATIONS, ALSO ADVISE WHAT 
. INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED TO CORROBORATE INFORMANT’S, STORY. 
BE ALERT FOR INDICATIONS OF ANTIRIOT LAWS VIOLATIONS AND ‘ 
SUTEL ANY INFORMATION IN THIS REGARD TO BUREAU UNDER i^TIRIOT 

end CT?R ’ . 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . 


FBI LOS ANGELES 


L 7 SL2LL & D l 
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i ** > 


7-/i 


SEARCHED ULZjKXXD—\ VJtT - ' 

. > Samoa ^ ^ 2Jgfc£ 

XL N0Vi ^ *958 „ lSk*' 

(l/s\ ^rH— LOS ANGELES’ /> 
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fin involved 


in an investigation being conducted by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. In order to assist in the investigation. 
I voluntarily authorize the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
to monitor and record telephone calls I may deceive or make 
in connection with this matter. No promises or threats have 
been made to me and no pressure or coercion of any kind has 
been used against me to obtai" m*- «-> . 


Declassif/pn: 






FI>-5e (R.r. S-22-54) 


1 1- 16-68 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


SENT BY CODED TELETTFE 


FROM: 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (157-1618) 


BLACK PANTHER PARTY, RM - BPP 


RE LOS ANGELES TELCALLS TO BOREAU 
PHONE INSTALLATION IN AND OPERATING AS OF SIX. FIFTEEN P.M. 


NOVEMBER FIFTEEN LAST. 


Mg, 

JK s unclassified 


AND IN OPERATION AS 



157-1618 

RHB/DMH 


SEA nCH£D 
'hdzxed 
serialize 
Riled 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


.M Per 
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TO: 

FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI- ( 105-165706 ElSUB 2 6) 

SAC. LOS ANOELES (157-1618) 

BLACK PANTHER PARTY, RM - BPP D ™ ° m MDR 

RE LOS ANGELES TEL TO BUREAU ELEVEN THIRTY LAST, 
” =BaBB=B=— 

advised! 


pATE THAT HE HAD BEEN CONTACTED AT BPP 

HEADQUARTERS, LOS ANGELS S, BY BPP CAPTAIN# 

HE IS TO PROCEED IMMEDIATELY TO VIC INITY Qp| 
WHERE f 





LAPD ADVISED,^/ SOURCE INSTRUCTED NOT TO 
ENGAGE IN ACTS" OF VIOLENCE BUT TO , PROTECT HIMSELF-. 

&LV\Uu^w^-( / ^ • 

. *B>® I ^fessir‘® ,a> SEAR. 

SERIAi 


Special Agent in Charge 



M Per ^7 

co0wm 






FD-JtJR.v S-22-44) „„ 


F B I 


Date: 


12/13/68 


Transmit the following in 

- M 

TELETYPE 


CODE 


(Type tn plaintext or code ) 


URGENT 


(Priority) 


BCREIK; is unclassified 


PROM: 


DIRECTOR (105-165706) 
LOS ANGELES (157-1618) 


BLACK PANTHER PARTY. RM - BPP. 


RE LOS ANGELES TEL TO BUREAU. NOVEMBER SIXTEEN, LAST. 

5 & O . 5^ — ' A 

SYMBOL NUMBER LA FIVE TWO ZER& ttxvp. mSR » a nv 


PHONE INSTALLATI 




LA FIVE TWO ZERO FIVE DASH R 


DISCONTINUED AS OF TWELVE MIDNIGHT, DECEMBER TWELVE, LAST, 
BECAUSE AMOUNT OF INFORMATION BEING FURNISHED BY SOURCE DOES 


NOT WARRANT CO 


HiiMaUMQ 



BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED OF EXACT TIME OF DISCONTINUANCE. 


cc: 66 -54i&7-^ 
HHB/gcvr iV 




SEARCHED __ 

INDEXED 

SERiALIZED-JgJ 
filed L4I 

SENT fflT CODED TELETTfl ^ 



Approved: 


.M Per 


Special ifjent In Charge ; 


/n5 "7-./C/M-U 
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(R*»r 5*22-64) 


Transmit the following in 


TELETYPE 


FBI 

Date: 12/20/68 

CODE 

(Typf*Q plaintext or code) 

esssw 

V (Priority) 


TO DIRECTOR (105-165706) 

PROM SAC LOS ANGELES (157-1618) 

BLACK PANTHER PARTY. RM - BPP. 


'JUNE 

*"7 


RE LOS ANGELES TEL DECEMBER THIRTEEN LAST. 

DISCONTINUED TWO P.M. 


DECEMBER TWENTY INSTANT . ^j^ R f ft^TCOWAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


cc. 66-5IM-^ 


TGMrCMi 

(2) 


SEARCHED 

INDEXED 

serialized^ 

FILED 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


to : SAC , . LOS ANGELES (( 157-3 4l< 


date: 7 / 7/71 


from : sa 


SUBJE 



1 u*4S interviewed in the California 

[ Cal ifornia, by the writer and 

| at which time related 

the following mrormation pertaining to his association with 
the Black Panther Party (BPP), Los Angeles, California: 

He stated that he began to relate to the BPP in 
December 1967, after he had been sent to the County Jail for 
a period of four months on a charge which he was innocent of. 


Immediately after yo1flliC<1 <vr>m CoimtsL .T»n . 

rthf-oined employment. a* *hgl 1 I 

f wh ere he metL I who was also employed 

in the| | store as a | 1 

, b6 

A short time af ter hq began work at the store, b7c 

BUNCHY CARTER entered the I I store and demanded that the 

manager of the | store give him_al , After the 

manager refused to give CARTER the l \ tnat ne requested, 

CARTER tongue lashed the manager, calling him a racist and a 
capitalist. 


On this occasion, bot) 
with CARTER and CARTER invited 1 
two or three days later. 


land | | talked 

;o attend a BPP meeting 


| [stated that 
this occasion ’’liberated” a 
and gave them to CARTER. 



on 

store 


Thereafter, he became closely associated with the 
rank and file membership of the BPP. 



Copies Page la 

GEA/tmb 'aLI I^FO^VriO^'to'AtNED 

U&A/TmD FfrsrvOYlT TC W 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED S 

DATE C-2S-»U - BYS&fflff Clgg 



d'-f' a1$ 1 ' 


- 

t. ? W 1 

L’. 2 KTti*. » 


BuyU.S. Savings Bends Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 




*#4r- . 






( 


LA 157-3416 


5 - SAN FRANCISCO (REGISTERED) 
100-53950 (BOBBY SEALE) 

7-4324 (ELDRIDGE CLEAVER) 
(KATHLEEN CLEAVER) 

(HTTEV P. OTMTON ) 


157 - 432 ^ 

157-2248 

157-1203 

157- 


157-3394 
157-2501 
157-2913 
157-2777 
157-3887 
157-3083 
157-3186 
157-2271 
157-3447 
157-2298 
157-3812 
157-2388 
157-3436 
157-2220 
157-3434 
‘57-3867 
.57-4258 
157-656 
157-4788 
157-3636 
157-3623 
157-3430 
157-3807 
157-3741 
157-29P7 , 
100-47508) 
157-6051 
157-5552 f 
157-5352 
•57-3780 
.57-4395 
157-2483 
157-4754 
157-2974 
157-3624 
-.57-3520 
.57-4425 
157-3910 
157-4368 
157-4557 
157-3846 


(BUNCHY CARTER) 
(FRANK DIGGS) 
(JOHN HUGGINS') 


(ELMER PRATT) (SI) 

,( RTOPTfPTT.TNG .ARMS AND AMMUNITION) 


19A'K« 


(RONALD JOHNSON 
(HUEY P. NEWTON 




LA 157-3416 


3 


he recalled, he meq 
and 


JOHN HUGGINS, 


, other old time BPP members at the meeting, 

.and they all set around discussing "the revolution", the 
sayings of ELDRIDGE CLEAVER and HUEY NEWTON. All persons 
present at the meeting were sniffing cocaine. The group 
also discussed obtaining weapons and retaliatory moves 
against the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD). 

Over a period of six to eight months,! 
became drawn closely to bunchy carter because 


that he 
had deducted 

fftn fVift PDD 


tha 


Z 


period of time 


and others actively engaged 


BPP. He stated that this was early 1968. 


months, stated 

IARTER because CARTER 

Jjhn won 1^1 dp anything 

ily engaged me 


Purina thlc narlod of. time, | |was 

racid-i ng in thq mousing proje ct. Just off 


iStreet. BUNCHY CARTER, 
dlgnlta* ^” *£ bbp fr equently m et at[ 


and other 


and at 
Los Angeies, uaiirornia . 


house located near WUFER ana URGE, 


While meeting at these two residences, the group 
made Molotov cocktails a number of times and on one occasion, 
specific date not recalled, they drove to a lumber yard located 


on Gage and Central in CARTER'S Mustang and incinerated the 

J recalled , 


lumber yard, using the Molotov cocktails. As| 
CARTER and himself and one other individual 
arson. «nd ha recalled that the third 


perpetrated the 
individual may, have be en 
After the above arson was perpetrated. 


J er 
1 


received the specific assignment from CARTER to meet with a 
squad leaders of the BPP, Los Angeles cha pter, a nd teach themX 

the proper use of pvrotacnic devices. AaJ Irecalled. art 

ind-t yldngl calladl pmd 


tlffifi. HP A 

fiQ wen 

to 

inn 1 -A nnd mail 


anc 



at onac. 


After 
CARTER elevated 
of the BPP East 


n a ri od Of 
to the 


Side. 


r 






b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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As one of his first acts in this position ] | 

requested all BPP members who functioned with the party to 
obtain a weapon, and each person was left to his own ingenuity 
in obtaining his weapon. 

| was elevated to the position of 

and the majority of meetings of tha^Los 

Angeles BPP was held at the resi dpnpp nfl Lwho 

was then residing in the area of | 

Los Angeles, California. CARTER required l | to Spend a 

great deal of each day in .the study of the worKs of KARL MARX, 
and after a period of time advised CARTER that he was 

not in the least interested in communism inasmuch as he did 
not think that communism could relatei black man. CARTER 

advised that he, garter, was groomlngl to be the liaison 

panther between th^ ■ K >f the 

BPP. CARTER told| that he should devote as much time as 

possible to BPP security. 


About this time, according tol I he met EIMER 

PRATT who was then functioning, as a Lieutenant of Security 
for the BPP on the west side. | recalled that his first 

meeting with PRATT must have occurred in about Oc tober 19 68. 

On this occasion, the first thing that PRATT told l | was 

that he,. PRflTT. was armed with a .45 caliber autom“ ss= ^-*id 
he asked what kind of a piece he possessed. ladvised 

that he had a :.38 caliber revolver and PRATT advised nim 
to give the piece away-^nd— he, PRATT, would get him a .45 
automatic. PRATT gave instructions and the breakdown 

of the .45 caliber automatic, .45 caliber Thompson Sub-machine b6 
gun, M-l4 rifle and the M-57. b7c 

! ‘ As a portion of the instructio ns furnished, by PRATT, 

PRATT ♦ I and several other BPP 

members went to the desert on shooting exercises, exact area 
unrecalled. 

I stated that he went to the BPP national head- 
quarters with CARTER the first time in approximately November., . . 
1968, a* V»A wag ».r> T>AVTD HTT.T.TARhl BOBBY 

SEALE J 
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At that time, the BPP national headquarte rs was located on 
Sha 1 1 ock . About this time. BUNCHY CARTERI I, 

whi ch wad I 

_andJ 1 and t.hplr aasi gnmpnt. was to l yatft a 

If Ph one tic) who had been 

with BUNCHY ana wno n/q | b ecause of a disagreement wxw nun, 

| stated that he began flying to national head- 
quarters on a regular basis, and on many occasions was invited 
to EIDRIDGE CLEAVER'S house. While at CLEAVER'S house, he 
observed a .30caliber air-coolfld machine gun which the panthers 

used to guard his residence.! | related that he saw a 

number of other different types of weapons while at CLEAVER'S 
house. 

In describing CLEAVErJ Jstated that CIEAVER 

hated members of the Police Department in the worst sort of 
way and during December 1968, CLEAVER told a group of 
panthers who were meeting at his house, that he ‘Wanted some 
pig heads for Christmas". He directed that every squad in 
the BPP was to go out and "scrape the terrain" in order to 
please CLEAVER. CLEAVER was preparing to attend a function 
in Los - Angel ps California, shortly thereafter and CLEAVER — . 
placed! | of CLEAVER'S security, and told| | 

to wor k in | I During this period T5I 

time, the BPP came into possession of a quantity of counterfiet 
money which they were told to buy guns with. The party used 
the counterfiet bills in legitimate transaction, and thereafter 
used change that they received from the counterfiet money 
for the purchase of weapons.. On CLEAVER'S departure from 
Los Angeles, CLEAVER advised CARTER that he wanted a lot of 
pigs ears, meaning he wanted police officers killed by members 
o f the BPP. After CLEAVER le ft Los Angeles, CARTER formed 
a | who operate? * n * ,>>p ct^p of. i 

T^e unffoioe th-ic flnnafl wag nnmnngpri of 


at the 


;reet, began to in his functions 


-4 - 
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as o 1 


JP officer 
] discipline 
Leer of the 


f-.hf 



and 2 


were placed on his case, 


I thereafter went to San Fran p^ rnr> [and stole 

a hot Cadillac automobile that he was in when| |and 

were arrested by the Los Angeles Police Department. 

BelaLinc—the facts about the 

[stated that BUNCHY cAft'i'flK and lvun UEK’El 

EE me to his. | I residence located at 

and advised him that PRATT had ro leave i*os ' 
Angeles, California, because of the Santa Monica, California 
tennis court killing. 


Istated that 


and EIMBR PRATT, driving 

11 . 


ELMER PRATT* S GTO Pontiac Convertible, were out fee rapping the 
t.»wA<n". ftg dir ected by ELDRIDGE CLEAVER when they rnme nnq n a 

_ Iwho were targets o f oppor tunity in a| | 

kn sss^a Monica, California. | (and PRATT approached 

Tmade an oral demand of money, obtained less than 
$20 . 00 an d I who was nervous, jthe hammer of the 


* V. T VA V V« V TV m w ••VMM* 

weapon had a hair trigger and 
wea pon hitting one o f the 
in al Ion the I 


-the hammer of the 

. Jrelated that the 

laccidently discharged the 
rirtlms who we replaying 

I PRAT T immediately 
al Ithe victims, 

j They fled 
le barrel of the .45 p ' 5roU 


the scene in PRATT* s pontiac and the barrel or the .45 p ' 5r ° u 
ultimately was placed in the rear of a stereo unit in CARTER *s 
house and was later destroyed. 


ew the 



j — 1 * s — “plating the facts surrounding the FRANK DIGGS 

killingj |stated that BUNCHY CA RTER tnld h im 

that NEWTO N had ordered a contract to be let on| | 

FRANK DIGGS because they were believed to be 
informantsand DIGGS was messing around with narcotics and 
was blowing his mind and was shooting off his mouth. CARTER 
first told PRATT that he was to kill DIGGS but PRATT could 
not execute the contract because his vehicle had been used 
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in the above descrJ 


I were atl | house when BUNCHY advised them 

that DIGGS had to be offlrjthat day. 

| was suppose to have been included in the con- 
tract gxaciilinn hut thftt evening he could not go because he 

and he had to go into 


was usee 


Intr the execution of the contract, 
was used and the 1969 st 
le actual killing of DIGGS. 



The grf 


"anq would be in the Cadillac. According to plan, 

the two vehicles stopped at a liquor store on Colden and Figueroa 
in order to get something to get DIGGS drunk on before they 
killed him. They purchased some Akadama red wine which they 
immediately began feeding to DIGGS and they drove to an area 
near Compton and Alondra to perform the contract, but while 
driving to that area, the Volkswagen became separated from 
the Cadillac., — The Cadillac then drove to the area of the 
murder and as recalled, two .^2 caliber Beretta auto- 
mat ics were used to kill DIGGS. | |had one of the weapons 

and l l had the other, both_a£_Hhi£h came from JOHN HUGGINS 

house. After shooting DIGGS,! Ikicked DIGGS in the head 

to make sure that he yas dpad!j | [related that he still 
has the shoes used by that still had blood thereon. 


murder and as| (recalled, two .^2 caliber Beretta au 

mat ics were used to kill DIGGS. | |had one of the ' 

and l l had the other, both nf which came from JOHN H 

house. After shooting DIGGS, | Ikicked DIGGS in th 

to make sure that he yas dpad!j | [related that he st 

has the shoes used by| | that still had blood ther 

if someone had not removed them from his house since his 
arrest. 

According to plan, DIGGS was eulogized in glow 
terms by members of the BPP. However, according to plan, 
BTTWCHY CARTER, and ELMER PRATT did not attend the funera 

[recalled that Kathlee n CLEAVER came to Lo f fl nrroips 

attend the funeral. I Istated that in 1 968, | 

shot a I | office buil^ 

and absconded with a .38 caliber crome plated pistol. 
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further advised that this same pistol was retreaved by the 
LAPD on a raid at the home of JOHN HUGGINS immediately following 
the University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA) shooting. 

advised that >he BPP had assigned cadre members 

at various penal institution^ in the state of California To 

his knowledge — thp osfilgnmpnf- .s thus far were were 

j San Qnon'Mn«| Soledadj , | and 

jar WXT^TIh regard to prisons, Further 

stated that disturbances were planned for the summer of 1971* 

However, EIMER PRATT has encouraged "cooling it" until September, be 

I 1 I 1 - , b7C 

further advised that and 'an unknown 

individual who recently subpoenaeq |as a witness to his 

trial, are planning an escape from department 7^> Los Angeles 
Superior Court. 


I told I 
California. 


is currently resi 


Lvers: 


| recalled that he had heard that 

ELDRIDGE CLEAVER had talked about a black liberation army before 
CIEAVER went into exile in Algeria. 

After PRATT was returned to Los Angeles, Cali fornia . 

following his arrest in Dallas, Texas, PRATT related to| | 

that he was going into the black liberation army and that the 
black liberation army was going into the High Sierra mountains 
and engage in para-military training to learn how to effectively 
kill police officers and other members of the establishment. 

| related that bag was to kill 

off security guards. He stated that FREEMAN was in fact with 
ROMAINE FITZGERALD during the murder of a Compton-Callfornia 
mmirir*r rrf a security guard for which FITZGERALD was later s 
convicted. / 

1 | | stated that he was prese nt wherJ 

| RONALD JOHNSON l I stated that JOHN/HUGGINS 

hated helicopters and the Good Year Blimp and frequently .took 
pot-shots of the blimpf Los Angeles enforcement helicopters as 
they flew overhead. 
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incarcerated at 


further related that 
CMC East and that he 


had heard tnrougn the 


prison grapevine that the brother wants t 


3. 




is 


related that the night HUEY P. NEWTON became involved 
in a shootout with the Oakland Police Department, NEWTON 
immediately proceeded to DAVID HILLIARDS home, gave the weapon 
he utilized to HILLIARD* and told HILLIARD^ to bury the weapon ^ 
in the yard in the back of his house. 


b6 

b7C 


Relative to a robbery of nine M-l6 automatic rifles 
taken from Camp Pendleton, California in July 1970, 


r 


stated that four black Marine enlisted men perpetrated - *^ 
robbery and atole the weapons. There after, the weapons were 

brought to Los Angeles, Califq»*i±a — lul 

the weapons to E jMER PR A TT and 


Then the weap ons I 
then Po ssiblvT 
into thd 


, and 

1 Thereafter , they came 


■ff.rnm. conversations 


ipnversatlons| | has had with PRATT, PRATT 
has given| |every reason zo oelieve that he, PRATT, will 
never go to prison on any of the crimes that he is presently 
charged with. t 


has been advised thatl 
quitting his present emplq irrn Q n + nc 


is 


mombar . of the press, and 
to PRATT, not tQ 


has sent a. message through l 

worry because he would not trn tr> rnp. npni r.pnt.l nrv 
related that as long as|_ 


I 


were 


on the st^tfidX PRATT would be freed before he reached prison, 
possibly when he is enroute to prison on a Los Angeles Sheriff's 
Office, bust. 


b6 

b7C 


advised that when EI24ER PRATT fled the State , 

of California, he went by commercial bus line to Detroit, then 
Kansas City and finally Dallas, and at everyone o f these stops 

- * ■ - ‘ .f Ifurther 


there was some 


ae BPP undercroud member to mee t him . 
advised that in[_ |beat severely and 


robbed a coin collector on Century Boulevard and thereafter 
utilized the coins for spending money. 
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They left. Los Angelea, on 12/27/68, and' 
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drove to the Oakland-San Francisco area,' staying until' the' night of 

Sunday, 12/29/68.,, They arrived back 'In Los Angeles , at 3f00 A.K., ... 

’ ■ • ■ 1 ■ s ■■ *• ■ ■ •, * . ,. -,. ..» . <■■• ., • • 
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FBI had recently Interviewed him about his activities, and that they 
knew all about his purchase of guns from Nevada* 


also stated 


that he had just returned from tt the East”, and that while he was in 
New York City, New Yo rk, he had seen ELPRID GB CLEAVER* 

on both Saturday and 


was met bd 


Sunday night (12/28 & 29/68)* He met them in a house located next 
door to a community center hf some sort. The house where they met 

was numbered 690. The name of the street on which the house was 
located is not known* 


HILLIARD send 





of dynamite, with fuse. 


did not have 


they 


any caps to go with the dynamite. The LA-BP® will obtain the caps 

from the Brown Berets, and it is believed they will get them from 
some place in Arizona. 

' ]ia a Negro male, about | | years of age, about 5 feet 10, 


210 pounds, light complexion, light— colored eyes, wears his 
hair in a natural, has a 


A EPP national retreat will be held in' the Oakland area ‘beginning 
on HUEY NEWT0N*S birthday, and lasting about one week or tendays* 
Repres entatives from all BPF Chapters will atten d. Will be sometime Jan. 1969 

the LA-BPP. JOHN 
thenK 


HUGGINS has takerJ 


next comes 


and then 


will continue as a 


but will handle only administrative duties, give speeches, and fulfill 
social functions. He will make no policy decisions, or issue orders* 
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The LA-BPP will hold military- type maneuvers on the night 

^i^sy, 1/3/68* at some location In the Mojave Desert* All 

members of the LA-BPP Central Committee, all Sections Chiefs, and 

about forty trusted men will partlclpte in the exerolse* 

The body of HtANK DIGGS, a LA-BPP member of the •'underground'*, 

was olalmed by his brother* This brother, whose name Is unknown, 

had a name different from DIGGS* ^however, they were real brothers* 

It seems that both of them were raised In an orphanage;, were separated, 

and then got together again when they grew up* The brother la not a 

real merfeer of the BPP, .but Is supposed to be in the- "uni er ground", 

■ 

The BPP "underground" is made up of people who are not 
aotually bona fide members of the BPP. These people do not relate 
to the BPP jtaafciixaAijc publicly. Most of them are older, criminal 
types. Their reason for being Is that in the time of revolution, 
those persons now known aa BPP members will either be killed or driven 
to the mountains,, When this happens," the "underground" is supposed 
to take over the battle* These people, not being known by the 
autoritles as are the present public members, will be able to do 
an effective Job, The authorities will then have to split their 
forces and fight on two fronts at the same time; i.e, ±k&xs3c&££x 
against those BPP members who were kncwn previously, and against those 
who are suspected as being BPP- members* It is anticipated that 
as the authorities do not know anything about the "underground" members, 
they will hurt a lot of innocent people in trying to identify them. This 
will, in turn, show the black community that, the society is a racist 
Society, and then the black- community will unite behind the BPP, 


The Los Angeles Police Department raided (FNU)[ 
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apartment in Los Angeles, on the night of Thursday, 12>/26/68» As a ' 
result of the raid; they, recovered some BPP literature and materials* 
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SUBJECT: BLACK PANTHER PARTY (BPP) 

RM 


SOURCE 


ACTIVITY 


RECEIVED AGENT 


LOCATION 



Activity of 1/13/69 Writer 




Informants report has been Xeroxed and is attached, 


ACTION: 


Informant was thoroughly interviewed concerning the 
above and could add nothing further. 

-• All necessary action in connection with this memo 
has been taken by the writer, 
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,. rt :...-, .. n I»os Angeles, California 
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’ ■~' ■" January 13 , 1969 


JOHN HUGGINS is. going to nee t with members of, the 
THBD WORLD COALITION in the near future. It is believed that. 

HU 'JO UTS 3aa is going to try an arrange some sort of working " 

agreement with this organisation, , 1 ' " ■ ■' 

, » \ , * * . * . , ■ * , • ' * , ' 

A rally of sorts was held at South Park, £lst and 
Avalon, Los Angeles, on Saturday; The rally was not b7D 

a public one, and was attended only by members of * the various 

1 I * * I j < 

b3s ck nationalist groups of the Los 1 Angelo s area, ‘ such as the 
BLACK PAN? HSR PARTY and the BLACK STUDENTS UNION, ' , 

1 « 4 * * 1 * 1 

BUNCHIE, also known as AL-PRSSTICB CARTER, left Los • 

• ’* » , 

. Angeles on the night of. 1/9/69, for the Oakland, California area, .... 

He returned on the night of Friday, I/IO/69. It is not known at 

* # 1 < 

this .time why he traveled to Oaklsnd , ' . . ‘ _ .. 'i. ^ 

On tae night of l/H/69, the shot out some 

, * 1 

street lights in the area of her ho:’je, The Los Angeles Police 1 1 

l 1 1 

Department Inter viewed her and She lives on ' 


shot out some 


n | She lives on 

H — 1 J j lA - w* Mm 

, in Los Angeles, - . 


l ^ 6n \ | traveled to the Oakland, 

; California area over the weekend of 12/23-29/68, when ' they obtained 

r ‘"they' werFTrit ro'du ced "‘to"' atT individual "withl | "ThiT ‘ ' 


This ' 


He was not 


'pofson was introduced, as' 

^■'^urther lde'h^ified\-%'^6uid ;3 have beej = 


• * , /59X. INFORMATION CONTAINED 

■» • ^ i J * '< v ? .* .' iS U\ClA$S.flT[) .p/i 
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PEOPLE VS . 




R GERONIMO PRATT 


DETAILS ; . The na.ssages referred’ to by Assistant Director 
| and marked by him, were obtained by the 

CID Task Force inquiry into the Pratt conviction at 
Los Angeles and S an Franci sco. The items- marked by 
Assi stant Director! k ere contained in interviews' 

with l I who was interviewed oh several 

occasions as the subject of a ^racial extremist 
investigation'.' In these contact s . Lewis provided 
information that 1 |was the individual 
who was with Elmer Pratt in committing the tennis 


investigation.' In 
information that 1 
who was with Elmer 
court m urder and r 
Used by| 

Alprentice carter, 


igedly 
] 3) 

r ) member , 


Alprentice carter, a Brack pantner party ibfp) member , 
attended a. BPP party meeting in December, 1968, at 
Oakland, California, at which Pratt was also present. 
Carter made a tape recording at this meeting which 
related the circumstances of l the murder of Frank Diggs, 
a .BPP member, that wasi also allegedly commi. t- t-pd -biz 

Pratt., The information obtained during the| I 

interview was disseminated to local authorities after 
its receipt. Alprentice Carter was killed on January 17, 
1969, on the UCLA, Campus and the whereabouts, of the 
tape recording are- unknown. It should be noted infor- * 
mant info rmation uncovered during the Task F orce review 


indicates 
Carter, \ 
murder, f 


man m 


J Alprentice 
le tennis court 


were considered suspects by the 


Santa Monica Police Department and' were questioned, but 
not charged. No information was developed by the Task 
Force review that positively .identifies the second 
individual in the tennis court murder. 
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2^1 was 

Union (BSUj^apte^s 1 ? 11 ?a a0k Student 
ideas, Snd coSldS ite^r** ehange 

prlnclpies^ iSm US1 ^ 

national stu<3e nt-based black 

nationalist organization. 


the same 

going steady WvTrd at 


^is also 


Georgia, r^tly^t^L^i^^ff^. out in Atlanta,’”* 
by another | tnmvminff being, done 


Information Regarding 
Santa Monica Murder 
December 17 . io£ft 


6U W 7 / 


the Santa^Monica,, California ^nn?J C ? nd Person involved in 


noo<< , . w ben PRATT ,wa, 
passed by the party for 



■ed for the murder, word was 
to leave town. 


~E>IGGa 


~i> saa s aassa, 

Udvised that thel" 

^sZZ.% SS2 
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tkt $U/y/, 


were 





After -a 

ilevated[_ 

J of the BPP Eastside. 


period of time. 
to theL 


anting lr> f.M g 




r , omwa<s , . A ?,° 2 ® of his first a “cts in this position, i 

a11 BPP members who functioned with the parEy" 
to obtain a weapon and each person was left to his own^ 
ingenuity in obtaining his weep on. 

I was elevated to the position 
andthe majority of the meetings of 

' AV» rv U^I ^ i. A. L * ‘ I 


r 


— — i — “ wajvi-u,^ ui tne meet 

lAngeies BPP were held at the residenc e of 
Itlr. • .... S'jen residincr In fho anas 




study 
timel 


‘tien residing in the area of 
J Los Angeles, Califoffii^v caktjer 're- 

<T\ MMAAi. J 1 . J*. . 


.to spend a great deal of each~”day in*the - 
works^ pf k a pt . MARX, and, after a period of 

<nf - ag ^ -dvisedL 1 that he was not in the least 

interested in communism inasmuch as he did not , thinic 
that communism could relate to the blank_man, 

Ln3 


advised that he, CARTER, m a 
l ia i so n Panther between the 
1 of the BPP. CARTER t 


i w vv a u | | WlAw 

as much time as possible to BPP security. 


^ JLU l 

> BPP" 


f fk 


ZKnau ne snouid devote 


he met 
autenant of 


About this time, according to 
WiER PRATT, who was then functioning p- 
Security for the BPP on the westside. T Recalled that 

S fc i PRATT must have 1 occurr ed In Sent 
tha J occasion, the first thing that 
PRATT told _|was that he, . p/imm ,was armed with a .45 


caliber automatic and he aske d 


~“ u iwnac Kind of a 

/.^nfw 6 Possessed. I l aavised that he had a .38 

1 n nor* trAv» am J nr* a mm * • « . . • 


what kind of a 


• , . * ^ ~ i pwvaocu wxctu xie naa a 

caliber -revolver and PRATT advised him to give the 
piece away and he, pr att ™™ tld get him a .45 caliber . 
automatic. PRATT gav j [ instructions - in the break- 

t?Z n °l? he c S 1 J{ >er aut °matic, .45 caliber Thompson 
sub-madhine gun, M-14 rifle, and* the M- 59 . P 
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r a* & ^ ■> *• 

v . * > ^w 

, ** -'•-■!** 

* ;*i-v***vS5 i 1 


»,<v 


7? 


who operated In — thei west — B i ds 
4 jq» f.fgnnosed _ of I 


QV^Ayflv aft-.fir the second 


brother, who was ui 
T » tne udy ai> mi un jhu-u » ■ ■■■^ Street, begaru-tQ — 

^uut , r*rkrm;uon85i «*£a= 


L 


were placed on his ca ss» — ^Chs 
and replaced him with 


disciplined 


EslJfficer of the Day. 


? 
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1 thereafter went to San Francisco and 

<*tole a hot Cadillac automobile that he was in when|_ 

*** vv r v w 1 \... fi.u A T A DPI 

and 


j^ere arrested by the LAPD. 
Relating t he facts about, the 




r&R^P.R oame to 


bile JLCLVbV£> ttW'-'WV VA*W| 

1 stated t hat BUNCHY CAK'm ftftfl- 
^residence located ja.t‘ 


ana aavised bin that. PRATT 


TThn ^ U 

I ana aavjstju mm 

leave Los Angeles, California, because of the Santa Monica, 

_ * , j, _ unn wt- 


b6 
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leave *c> ~ ~ j " , . ' 

California tennis court killing. 


stated that 


and ELMER PRATT, 


I isuaveu viia^i 1 __ 

driving ELMER PRATT’S GTO Pontlac converUble, were out 
"scraning: the terrain , as directed by EL DRIDGE CLEAVER, 

jasLSs^s - a JHs- 

land PRATT approached the c ouple,^nade_^an oral deman 
of mo ney, obtained less than $20, an d| I who was 

nervous, cooked the h frmrr nf the .• 3 ^“llber Revolver 
that he was holding 
a hair ‘trigger and|_ 


£ v**w * ^ 

'’elated^that the weapon-had 
lacclaently discharged the weapon, 

I ■ _ • W 1 a A \ 


be 

blC 


rv hair ‘trlK^er ana acciaei^i^ 7 5^ 

hi^tir- one of the robbery victims who were both laying in 
hi v tine, o^.oi w)v j I pRATT ijamed lately 


unloaded^ his '.45 caliber automatic as both: of the victims, 
killing the woman and severely injuring the man. They 
fled the scene in PRATT's Pontiac and the barrel of the 
45 caliber pistol ultimately was placed in the rear of 
•a stereo unit' in CARTER’S house and was later destroyed. 


"[advis ed that the only BPP memb ers who knew 
the full' facts of thg / ” 1 







. ^ I | recalled several trips that he 

made to Oakland, California, on which occasions he 
observed the following activities: 


In July 1968 , 1 
fornia, with BUNCHY CARl 


iCali- 

| PRANK 

ft ers, they met 


’CLfcAVJhW, BOBBIN SEALE, DAVID HILLIARD. I I 

BUNCHY , CARTER' wanted CLEAVER to meet CARTEl l \ 

\ which was the sole purpose for their Initial trip 

to Oakland. 

M 

1 On this_ occasion, CLEAVER stressed to the 

| that he desired more BPP offices to be openedTn — 

Los Angeles, California, targeting, the high school youth, 
which he stated were prime recruiting material, for the 
BPP rank and file membership. 


Luring < 
PRATT, PRANK DIGGi 


ELMER 


navtann ra 1 1 r rmn s=s Ord^r to | [ 

__ | brother, who was - in jail on local 1 * 

charges. On this occasion, they visited CLEAVER in the 
BPP National Headquarters located on Shattuck Avenue. 

On this occasion, CLEAVER was writing a book. CLEAVER 
lectured the group, stating he wanted to hear news about 
police officers being killed in the Los Angeles area. 
BOBBY SEALE was present at the meeting and was Heavily 
drinking wine. He was admonished by CLEAVER for setting 
a bad example for the visiting BPP members. 

E November 1968, BUNCHY CARTER, I 

LMER PRATT traveled to Oakland; California, 
was to attend_a_jnaating with the BPP Central 
Committee. -ELMER PRATT di d ±±i. s 

f unction and staved ^ith BPP members and 

a last name Unrecaiied. 5 


CARTER 

Oaklarrc 



During December I968J 
that he made two trips to Oaklal 


recalled- 


; ornia. 


purpose or 1 
- 28 - 


J BUNCHY 

t raveled to 
;rip was to return 












ELMER PRATT to the Los 
v>nrt v>ften residing with 


a, inasmuch as PRATT 
in the Oakland area. 


i explained that wade shortly after 

UHEIT PRATT had been Involved in a shooting in Santa 
Monica, California, where a woman h ?d hppn fats 11 v in - 
jured during a robbery attempt of a 
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recalled that, while they were at DAVID 
wTT.TiTA RD *'s home, he had a 
and hd 


] CARTER disciplined 


] 


fend, In the process, CARTER struck 

J - . / . . . i i _ A _ Ilf- ^ J 


lpyer the head with the butt of a .45 caliber auto- 


matic pistol. 


During the latter part of December 1968, 

I. - s ~ 1 ^ T3TTVTr»lTV C* 


traveled to Oakland, along with BUNCHY CARTER 
where CARTER made jfcanaa. at Esther NEIL'S Episcopal Church 
vm th rukcky CARTErI during the recording session 


wereC 
SEALE, 


1 DAVID HILLIARD. BOBBY 
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As 


{recalled, the top floor of the church 


was utilized in making tape recordings and engaged in group 
discussions, wherein BUNCHY CARTER went into detail about 
operations of the Los Angeles BPP chapter, the people he 
trusted in the party, and plans he had formulated to 
assassinate members of US. 

"US" is a Los Angeles black militant 
organization. The founder and leader 
of US is RON KARENGA. 

On these occasions, the assembled group sat 
around th e room drinking scotch wh isky and BUNCHY would 

rap about " I On these occasions, 

DAVID HTT.T.TARD directed CARTER that this could not be 
done. I li 

trust 


j UJU v/rvAV ***** v I 

was of th e opinion that— CARTER did not 


t |and felt that 

large sums of money in his post of 
a branch post office near his home. 


_was keeping 
bice dox located at 
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CARTER also dis- 
cussed in detail the killing of FRANK DIGGS during 
December 1968 at one of these meetings# 











f *" V< 


Jobbery that occurred during this period of inasmuch 

as the robberies were small in nature and numerous in 
volume. 

I 1 b 

He recalled thatl I * b 

robbed a coin collector doing business on Century Boulevard, () \ / ■ jL 
Los Angeles, California, in December 1968, and obtained a 
quantity of old money Including- silver dollars and Indian 
head pennies. I [ also obtained two hand- 

guns, a .22 caliber pistol, and a P-38 pistol. 

■* 

.also burgiarizea a number or gun snops m suburban areas 
of Los Angeles, obtaining a quantity of shotguns and 
carbines and ,38 “caliber revolvers. 

I I recaljled, In December 1968, ELMER PRATT 

I I went out on a bp p missi on to obtain funds 

for the Los Angeles BPP coffers. | |did not have a 

Wftannn and 'no hr>r»Y>nv?pd a .38 Caliber ratrplver 

recalled. PRATT and 

searched several places. rnra rnhhpm* victim and they 


ultimately approached a| 
Callfnrnla arpa . where they < 

They robbed 
quants ir,y or monpv and fnr»r.p.d 

prone position oa 

the gate of the 
his weapon and shot one of tl 
PRA TT, hearing the shot. ais< 
the l . _ 

victims at the i 


I p thf> Saiy ta Monica, 

ooservea a| woman 

Lthp.se .Individuals of a small 

u iso assume a 

WfiTie backing out of 

laccldently discharged 

;hese individuals. ELMER 
so fired his w eapon. ki lling 

| They left 

for dead. 


Incident 



[read In the newspaper subsequent to the 
e woman had died. 


In December 1968, CARTER remarked that he 
thought DIGGS was becoming paranoid. CARTER observed that 
DIGGS frequently had large quantities of money and wore 
new clothes, and, for that reason, CARTER was of the opinion 
that DIGGS was withholding funds belonging to the BPP. 

For these reasons, CARTER obtained a contract for FRANK 
DIGGS. 
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In December 1968, | jaccompanied ALPR^KCE 

CARTER to Oakland, ^^^^ts^StedV^then 
National officials. T he meeti ng was co » Ql<r ^ nia- and 

EARL NEIL 1 s Episcopal i S^tIrI 

Zuoon r>r>^^nt inc luded I CARTER L, 

| BOBBY SEALE, i>AVll> h!iLLIARI ] | 

At this meeting . c A^Q^d^ L ta ^^ettin|n J 

^S¥sHft°?Sh sssO 

DIGGS* killing, above describea. 

incident ab^f deslnibed?^® m . TT went to th e Oakland 
area where he lived with BPP ^ r PRATT to go 

to“nd “nofdeHhat he might avoid being suspected 
by local 0 officials for the murder. 

PRATT returned to Los Angeles, California, on or 
around DecSber 28 , 1968, to help formulate the BPP 
Planned attack on US members. 

The plan to assassinate members ofUSwas 
*f. e *:*■_ 1ft mrmhprfl t>£ hhe i BPP. _ 


riii iiiji l ntrf l Tfr p^vimtpiy ti 

m&v L filMfiR PH ATI', ouna-t 

r^ere to be utilized as|__ 
RON KARENGA and other US members. 
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\rms ana ammunl 











On March 19, If®?},? “^prSna^ Texas,! 

tamed at the Vital Statistics the name o' 


vw***'' . , 


1J, MVWkv**,^ - -- 

certificate 
' review 


numberj_ 
ftf'thiSL Qi 


^oflr^nUcflrtrtrB^Snmter of Defense for Southern 
California . 

On March 21, 1969, ^Y^VleSon^l^ecorS 1 " 

sonnel Records °\ file h a ^ L ou4 Missouri, indicated that 
Center, Military Branch, Sc . Loul , 543 enlis t e a in vhe 

i?Ser Gerard Pratt serial Buisiana. „ H ? v,aS 

-honorably released from ac ve^^^ Cal , ollna) and' uaa trans- 

f errod^to the ut^S^Army R^rve to complete his military 
obligation. 

These records indicate that ?ratt ly^emenlf 
ins in the V. S ^tassoSl^until^terminal^date of reserve 
“tfm Slfmo^as June 6, 1971. 

These records indicate Pratt, s 
as Armor Intelligent^ S.pee m‘ IJ^^ ^ sic Airborne Train- 
Leader. Records indj. . draining > and Chemical 

ing. Advanced Indivxaual Combat £ a j£* v | d in Vietnam on two 

liological Radiology 'soldiers Medal for heroism not 

InvSviS actuaf conflict with an ^^I^Vietnm^rvlce 

.Sffi^oSpaKdS! National Def4nse Service Medal, 


C0NFf52NSIAL 



11^23 


b6 

b7C 


mcussirvo 

on 5-3/ •'it 


<**■' ~y’* 













irACK PANTHER PARTY Cj^NJ^Q^ENTXAI, * 

Parachutist Badge, 0o ^ a “ h ^ n g”|X£^e^ne S KllK° O Kis 
Badge (Rifle and *? w#4r > e excellent and there 

SafnfrecoSd if courts- Jrtlal or absence without official 

leaVe * a. ^ OR 

He was given COJ^n-Judiclal^nistaen^o^October _5 

a^lfed If sStfdayl arafforfeiture 
If t&tkonf alnSs per mlnth for one month. 

He was granted a confidential clearance with the 
32nd Airborne Division, February 16, 19o7- 

.SS&' 

The following background information is contained 
in the records: 


Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Race 
Sex 

Blood Group 
Distinguishing 
Marks 
Education 

Address 

Father 



September 13, 19^7 
Morgan City, Buislana 

Negro 

Male 

“ 0 " 

Birthmark left arm 
Sumpter High School, Morgan 
217 y Third Street, Morgan City, 
gS'gSSMWd Street, 
g° r ? a ? address 



confidential 








:0:- DIRECTOR FBI (105-165706 sub 26) (,^:y\ 

i * 

?ROM: SAC., LOS ANGELES (157-l6l8) 

S;- BLACK PANTHER PARTY . /OfitVsic* , .<(■/ 

LOS ANC-ELSS DIVISION ..- ■ 

RACIAL MATTER -- . v-ji. . ' , f- ' ^.i ( * • ‘ 

* • .. . V - * / J ■ ^ , V 

' .••' - r ' , '?A>- 7\J>''!‘ tP ~ " ■ 1 j 

Enclosed Tor the Bureau are 11 'copies of a let- ^ ^ 
terhead me nor and un (LKM)^ captioned as above. ' / 

- / * * 
.Two copies for. San Francisco. 


No local dissemination being made. 


LA T-40 is permanent T symbol for a b' 

highly sensitive source. 

The attached 1&.C has been classified confidential 
to protect" the source whose identification or compromise 
could adversely affect the National Defense. 

In view of the information fror j 
set out in the attached !HK, it is requested that no dissem- 
ination be made outside the Department pt Jchis^lpy ^ 

Information in the attached XI Dl may reflect ^upon 
the current intrigue surrounding .possible existence o* a 

clique within the Black a onthp* ?prtv fB PP)- ana the^proo- . 

Isms being encountered by . Wot 2I3cSj)ED 

£2 i Bureau (RK) (Ends . ... 

,V'"- San Prancisco (Ends. "1) (157-1899) • (BM) 

' 5 - 7,o Si - A i ogA . ift . s . . 


('\ b7D * _ , , 
fl - 157-3307} dv r 

(1 - 157 - 3436 } 

itS'R/rS s .,,vSVEt’/4v^<r/rT,, 


a v ! 

^\: &mSSa t 

AUN^OWV'T r '^ ,Y AlN£ 


Special Agenrin Cnarge 


, n. X iOVHHNMENT JWtWTlNG 0>VIC» I 4*6* O * (U) 


L ' ■ -<sasasteiaBa.!n36* 



wngr&n** y 











LA T-hO did not lenow the future use o 
if a release xfas secured. 


« 


e bonds 


LA T-^0 advised that Deputy Minister 

, nf Tnfnrrnptlnn, Raymond Hewitt, ^ini 3 ^^ ^' 11 ■ rvl " ^r . . 

were' going to talk to who 

was currently in the Los Angeles County Jail,, -following his 
extradition from Texas. 

1 LA T~4o later advised that Hewitt 

I made plans to fly to Oakland, 6 alii crnia* to confer with 

David Hilliard on January 1 6, 1971, about the political pri- 
soner problem. 


I , Ladvised' that he had been visited 

kyl Hewitt They were specifically inter- 

ested in what haa transpired in Dallas, Texas* prior to. Elmer 
Pratt’s arrest. | A dvised that he told then about state- 

ments made" to hib by Pratt, how he (Pratt) would take care 
nf the national leaders by acts of y i*v . anrn d f necessary. 

said they wanted to know if he had .any know- 

leage where ; Pratt had. h-Sd w eapons while he was active Deputy 
M i n i ster nf Defense — I—. I said he did not, but that only 

had access to that information. , 

related an incident which occurred on one 
occasion when "Pratt had been summoned to the BPP National 

office' In Oakland Pratt- wag under discipline for some 

reason. He and | | Assistant Chief of Staff, 

went for a ride together after which it was implied 'that 
Pratt .had done some act to redeem himself. During that 
ride, Pratt had been instructed to tell Hewitt the location 
of any weapon caches.. Pratt ultimately did not. 

Is aid that th ey seemed very interested in the 
fact that wnei Los Angeles member currently 

assigned to National, travelled to Dallas on Pnnnnker 5, 

1970, she and Pratt disappeared Jinn thn-day. [ I could 

offer no information as to what | land Prat.t did or 

what information was passed between them. 



g6Hlij£S r r $ 















, f0 „ the Black panther Party (»« 

«. -PP««* 5> ase f °- 

v_ . i. j a w ^ ^ til © 

attachea . 


it. 


id * v „ We information -in the 

„ T -33 has furnished reliable . 

t * I 


la 

?ected thj 
arters at 


LA-T-33 


— TVie construction of 

xrters i^js^ participated ^ n be iieved to have 

« i ^S*fc^^ s “ #3hS# he also cons 

rtlf icatlons . V - 


•tlflca tion e. I was arrested on ba!ie d iipu.i"T 

^Wi^TbTspS^ Elution - Conspiracy to Conmit 

^ffi mi^t to Avoid Prosecution 

Ser warrant . . ' * , * , „„ and was transported to 


" T^-wsax s - ™*“ 

Angeles, tailfornla, be 


p&rfrftfcnv* 


An interview of| 


is as follows: 


/ <>y (?" 

sinr/w.6-Z£ 

/oW^S 

!AT^WNTA!NED 
JHCUSStfT 



J 


iS 


e-< 







VS** 3 

LA^'157-3924 




jw $ar. Francisco to Los Angeles via a commercial < airline. 

laid not know the destination of these explosives. 


_a_U szim truffle 


stated that DIMER PRATT was in charge 
for the BP? ir. Southern California,; L 


for sne orr in oou^uei.i ,. i i 

13ANDRA PRATT were believed bj| |to have 

■T ****>• • • * rrwrs f T5T? A nVTl *.i *> o 


knowledge of s ome'of ILMER PRATT ! s activities. PRATT was 
ve »y securitv conscious of his gun .running activities ana 
ve-y few people knew where th p waannna were located, their 


origin, or their disposition. 
HILLIARD had admonished PRATT 


advised that DAVID 
for not keeping RAYMOND HEWITT 


apprised of the locations and other i. y tV re taining to BPP 
** ' “ J activities. 1 u+,a +•** that. 


weapons, Ronnl 1 ti nns 
PRATT and 


.and. 


. 'nad secreted weapons in the Los 

Angeles, California area ekd that this is known by DAVID 
HILLIARD, who is very displeased because PRATT.aTonp con- 
trols the weapons and has given instructions to 

not~to violate this confidence. 


, advised that ELMER PRATT told him that 

PR^'T an d ALPREN TICE CARTER were Involved in a murder, where 

a r~r and woman were shot to death in a wooded area . | 

stated PRATT did not say where it occurred or exactly wnat 
t^me ohe event took place, but that it had oO.be prip 2 _tn 
Jaruarv 1969 because that is when CARTER was killed 1 
said that PRATS told Mn that both he and C«TER had 


their 


guns pointed at ihl victims and that CARTER hesitated, 
pt?' < t.“i bragged that he pushed CARTER aside ana shoo the 
femSle seven times with an automatic. PRATT told him that 
the expended cases from the automatic were ls^t at the 
scene but that PRATT did not worry about fingerprints on 
the ^vpondedi ^ ^ .due to the oil and gases on the expended 
0 vv'-l*'"d.' v es recalled another incident which might 


have c**a_j 2 £ 
19^9 ■ 

4* /« -" '* 

^;»v* «**■•*/ 

t- V*. ** ** * ■?* ' 

^ s 'S'* + t 

v* V* -v- , r f mMi b* 


atea to this which occurred on January ^17, 
■said that the day they were arrest ea was 
CARTER was killed in .Los Angeles, ’ ana that earlier 
1 "’’RV^T had removed the barrel from a . O caliber 
*lL : s -< the back of a stereo set in the^ 




^ v,»- »▼ r*Y\ * 

vl V> • •***« 

was rat located 
PRATT l;:ue r ai 


Isaid that the barrel 
LARD searched the house and, when 


gave 


of iaio. 


he oh t a in h 


;o destroy. 


rrel and 
bdded that 
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f 
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* I 
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PRATT .told him about this murder escapade while He was 
-with him in Marshall, Texas ;in .November 1970.. 

Becau se of t he length of the interview, it was 
suggested that be allowed to rest and later work' 'on 

diagrams of .the jajrp Actional ■•Office and 'be recontacted f os 
further interview. « 
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U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of IntelliMpe Policy and Review 


/ 


Wtshlngton. D.C 20530 

April 13, 1995 



TO: 


FROM: 


Robert Comforti 

Deputy Assistant Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 





ird Scruggs 

fnsel for Intelligence Policy 
^2ff fice of Intelligence Policy and Review 




Bob, once again, I need to ask for your help. I received 
the following letter from the Los Angeles District Attorney's 
Office which asks two questions. The answer to (1) used to be as 
stated in the letter and the answer to (2) should be yes, the 
March 28, 1968 entry relates only to SF 3215-7 not to SF 3117-8. 
Could you have someone confirm this so that I can respond (or the 
FBI can respond if you prefer) . 


I is out of town so I routed this to you. 

Thanks much for your help. b6 

b7C 



v:\--0SU3UBI 


f 


J 






Of LQ<f 


LOS A(®5ELES COUNTY DISTRICT /#TORNEY'S OFFICE 
BUREAU OF SPECIAL OPERATIONS 


Gil GARCETTI • District Attorney 

SANDRA L, BUTTITTA • Chief Assistant District Attorney 


R. DAN MURPHY . Director 


March 22, 1995 

o 

m 

SO 


Richard Scruggs 

— | 

no 

po 

Assistant to the Attorney General 

* 

o o 


m 

o 

United States Department of Justice 

TIM 

E3 

m 

United States Attorney General 


cn 

JET 

-c 

m 

10th Pennsylvania Avenue 

CO 

H. 

3=»» 

o 

N.W. Washington, D.G 20530 

o 

m 

m 

CO 


Dear Richard: 

cn 



In re Elmer " Geronimo n $att, LASC No. A267020 

Wp have re ceived copies of the declassified documents from the FBI Los Angeles 

| Thanks for your efforts in getting this packet to us. We would also like to 

thank you for all of your work ; and efforts on our behalf. We would especially like to 


praise and thank Special Agen 
to in helpi ng us while we were in Washington D.U. We also appreciate all the follow-up 


— l J — 

Ifor the extraordinary efforts he went 

t- 1 xt * u^ . 


work Agen 


accomplished for us as a result of our telephonic requests. 


Th^ra. 


nrmT ?le of additional matters that we would like to clarify. On May 18, 1994, 
| and myself had a telephone conversation with you. An issue that we 


discussed, based upon a question we^faised with you during a previous conversation, was 
a request that you try and determirfelttie identity of two FBI agents whf) ware present 
durinp the exchange of a letter between 


During the May 18th conversation 
exchange information. On September 1QQ4.I 
telephone conversation with Special Agent 


vmi vaid that thp . FBI had the letter 
and myself had a 


i — J 

An item that wft discussed 


during that conversation was the May 18th conversation we had with you. Aged 


said that the information the FBI had regarding the letter exchange w as documentation 
that established when the FBI gained knowledge about the letter . It is our understanding 
‘that the FBI has been unable to determine what FBI Agents, if anv. were nresent during 


****** A A»w WVAI uiiuuiv ias W* fcWl Hill IW TTlIQfc I Ul QttkAAMi U mill TTW1W U1WJW1U MMi Allfc 

j the exchange of the letter between 

7 We are requesting that you confirm, in writing, whether our understanding is 


accurate or not. 


btA-tW- 101* 7 ^ 

ENCLOSURE! 
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849 S. Broadway. 1 1 th Floor 
los Angeles. CA 90014-3570 
(213)974-2554 






Richard Scruggs 
Page Two 
March 22, 1995 


Additionally, we recently received a letter from 
document (see attached) that we had never seen. 

document demonstrates .that the FRT had .installed its own wiretap , on the Black-Panther 


hat included an FBI 
[claims that this FBI 


San Francisco office on 


The wiretap was designated SF 3117-8. On 




Friday, March 17, . 1995, 717 had a telephone conversation with Special Agen[ 

about the FBI document in question. After the conversation, it is our understand ne that 1 

On thft first page Of the document, jiftmnH narfltrranVi the, gemi.ra1r>n after the date 
If 


■iclaaaifif r ilia ± tV>o Inn rrii 


II 


tesur 5F 3215-7 and not .to tesur SF . 3117*8. 
understanding is accurate or not. . 


peiaies umy to 

Please confirm, in -.writing, whether our 


We appreciate your help in this additional request. We .would like to resolve this case as 
quickly as possible and our efforts to do so depend upon your prompt response to our 
request. 

Should you have any questions' please do not, hesitate to contact me: 

Very truly yours, 


GILGARCETTI 
District Attorney of 



Deputy district Attorney 
Habeas Corpus Litigation Team 
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c: 




Assistant District- Attorney 
Director. BSO 

Appellate Division 
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DATE: 6/7/95 


FROM: Director, FBI 


CM 

a 

iu 


a 


TO: SAC, Los Angeles (62A-HQ-1073771) 


ELMEft^FRATT , AKA VGERONIMO ; 

INQUIRY OF GIL GARCETTI, 

LOS ANGELES DISTRICT ATTORNEY; 

.00; HQ (62A-HQ-1073771) 

Re; Los Angeles airtel to Director, dated 5/3/95. 

Referenced Los Angeles airtel forwarded four boxes of 
documents to FBI HQ, containing material previously released to 
the, California Attorney General/s Office in Habeas Corpus and 
civil discovery proceedings- concerning Pratt. Log Angeles 
District Attorney ' s Office (LADAO) representative 
reviewed this material at the LA. office 


and 


on 5/1/95, 

selected 47 pages for copying and dissemination to the. LADAO.; 

This matter has been coordinated with the Information 
Resources SechioaL. civil Discovery Unit ( CPU). Room 5442, 
Supervisor extension 3558. As a result, of a 

review of the 47 selected pages, the CDU determined that there 
were no prohibitions against dissemination of the requested pages 
to, the LADAO and that this material had, been appropriately 
declassified and redacted by the Freedom of Information Section.; 

— “““IQ will forward copies 4 ^p^es / ^irectly to <- 

ADaI f The four boxes of documents are being returned to 
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your Office I Or disposition to the California Attorney General/s 
^Office. Future requests of a similar nature may be coordinated 
Sfwith the CDU, to minimize any delay in responding to the LADAO.; 

f^, 


5 ; oEnc3Q)sures 
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2 - Los Angeles 

(Attention; 


PLA 


1 - Tickler VC/FU 


Chtefof 
Off. of Gea * 

Com. Inv. KV 

CJI$ 

finance^ 

Info 

*so 

Ub, 


- package copy for each enclosed box 


(7) 


National Sec. 
Personnel __1_, 

Training 

Off.ofg£QA 

Ofl. of PuW«: 

& Cong Affs .. . 
Director's Office — 


APPROVED: 


Difxlof, 

Deputy Director. 


Crn.ltw. 

Cun. Jus. Ko. 
COfVS. 

finance, 

Gen. Counsel 



Inspection, 
tewrcsl 


.Training 
.Cilice of FLO 

Fir, 

^ Public & 
Corg. Visits . 


MAH. ROOM O 


rei/ooj 





JUN 05 ’95 14:4? FR 


TO 93246490 


P.02/02 


, PATRICK IEAHY 

„ VERMONT 


United Hiatts Senate 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4602 


eOMMITTK*; 
AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 
FORESTRY 

APPROPRIATIONS 




JUDICIARY 




To: 

Prom: 

Date: 

Re: 


tieser 


Staff/ Senator Le|ihy 
June 5,^/1995 Q) 
Elmer "Geronimo" Pratt 


Dear | ~| f 

The three areas of concern that I would like to discuss are as ^ 
follows: 

1. According to an FBI document# tesur number SF 3117 -S 
recorded conversations of a Mr. Stewart Albert on Sept. 21, 1968 
and Oct. 31, 1968. (Mr. Albert was not the target of this 
tesur.) The same document indicates that.-Ur n 


2. According to FBI documents# the FBI in San Francisco 
provided the Oakland Police Department with monthly payments in 
connection with the Oakland PD's wiretap of the BPP. A December 
31# 1968 FBI memo indicates such a payment for that month. 

, , , ' 107377/- 

3. Redacted FBI memos dated May 6# 1969 and June— s 1 9 6 4 


n 


Please give me a call. Thanks for your help. 
Sincerely# 


-TU 

/ Tim B 


UtM, | 

m Rieser 



VERMONT ©fFtCCS COURT MOU&f RUZA. MAIN 0tmUNGTON 

«0€Mt tUHCRNCL ROOM 131, M0NTT6UER 

S€NATOR.L£AWV«^fANV.5€NATtGOV fj , 

PRINTED ON KCYCUO RAPtR / jJaXJ 
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U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Wtsbiagton. D. C. 20535 


June 16, 1995 



849 S. Broadway, 11th Floor, 
Los Angeles, California 90014 


torney's Office 


Re: In re ElmerJ 


"Oeroniiao'^ratt ,. 


LASC No. A267020 


This letter is to confirm your May 22 and May 31, 1995, 
^“^-a tions with Supervisory Special Agent (SSA) 

and to provide follow-up to my March 30, 1995, 
letter to your office concerning the FBI's review of files and 
documents relevant to Pratt. In addition, this letter transmits 
documents responsive to your May 1, 1995, request of the FBI's 
Los Angeles field office, for copies of certain FBI documents 
formerly in the possession of the California Attorney General's 
Office. The Civil Discovery Review Unit at FBIHQ has reviewed 
the documents which you marked for copying, and has determined 
that they are suitable for dissemination to your office. These 
documents consist of 47 pages you selected during your May 1, 
1995, review at the Los Angeles (LA) field office. 

In your May 31, 1995, conversation with SSA 
you requested elaboration of the process conducted by tne FBI 
relevant to a search for FBI tape recordings for the period 
November 15, 1968 through December 20, 1968. As you recall, a 


| In my May 30, 1995, letter, I advised that FBI records did 

not reflect the production or retention of any transcripts or 


JL 

(% - 6 2 A/HQ 1073771 
>AS:as (7) ^ SEE NOTE ON PAGE 

(-ENCLOSURE AKuSyB: 

Dircclo r Hw * * - ■ 



Ml\- DQ-) 01377 )-3S~ 


SEE NOTE ON PAGE THREE 

/B: Cn Pa, 

i l.*'\ ~Vry i i 

... Hvr.i f:. .'I 


■Ti’dhhg 

.CIlaefEEO 

A 

.OtfcotlfvlM 
. Cong, Adairs. 
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tape recordings germane to that monitoring. Further,. a 
fipnt-prnhpr ifi — i££0, interview of former Special Agent 

| stated that he recalled possible tape recordings 


of the monitoring but stated that he could not recall if these 
were retained after per tinent information had been reviewed and 

Hifigpmi’nat-pH. I I a 1 an in i-hig i nt-or-i/i otj frhat- no 


In an effort to identify any possible recordings or 
transcripts produced from this monitoring, FBI indexes were 
searched for a record of this consensual telephone monitoring. 
This review disclosed no record of any transcripts or recordings 
.nf t-ha t-ai a nhrm a l . nirarp o nfc ion regarding this individual or the 

The FBI's LA field office advised that 


all of their V [ tapes were archived at the Western 

Regional Computer Support Center (WRCSC) , Pocatello, Idaho, 
records located at the WRCSC were searched for any tape 
recordings pertinent to this issue. The WRCSC specifically 
looked for tape recordings associated to this consensual 
monitoring, however, none were located, nor were any others 
identified for the period of November through D ecember 1968. 
Further, the tape recor dings | I showed a date 

range of 


The 


I hope that the above information will assist you in 
the completion of your review concerning Pratt. Please feel free 
to contact my office at any time should you require any 
additional information. 
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Sincerely yours, 

Uso/s&d 

Robert S. Conforti 
Section Chief 
Violent Crimes and Major 
Offenders Section 
Criminal Investigative Division 


Enclosures 

1 - SAC, Los Angeles (Information) 

1 - Mr. Richard Scruggs 

Assistant to the Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
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NOTE: On 12/1/93 , Los Angeles District Attorney (LADA) Garcetti 

wrote a letter to Attorney General; (AG) Reno requesting that she 
assist the LADA in determining if the FBI has* in its possession 
any information which Will impact on a habeas corpus petition 
from Elmer Pratt, an incarcerated California prisoner and "cause 
celebre." 


The Violent Crimes/Fugitive Unit (VC/FU) conducted a 
review of pertinent FBI files dealing with Elmer Pratt, Which 
files* were situated in the FBI field offices at Los Angeles (LA), 
San Francisco (SF) , and FBI Headquarters (FBIHQ) . This review 
also included files reporting the results of previous inquiries 
into this matter, including those related to the 1980 Pratt Task 
Force report. Responses regarding this matter were transmitted 
to the Los Angeles District Attorney's Office (LADAO) , Department 
of Justice, and affected FBI offices on 3/15/95, 12/9/94, and 
10/20/94, 12/9/94, 3/15/95 and 3/30/95. 

This letter transmits updated information to the LADAO, 
concerning their request for copies of FBI documents and 
clarification of the FBI's search for Pratt related tapes at the 
WRCSC. 


On 3/23/95, Richard Cullather, California Attorney 
General's Office, contacted, the FRT and advi.sed that LADAO 


Assistant District Attorney] (requested access and 

copies of certain FBI documents wmcn were in the possession of 
the California AG's Office because of their previous Habeas 
Corpus reviews. Cullather advised that he was unsure if he had 
the authority to make this dissemination and requested that the 
FBI review the documents for a* determinati on as to their 
suitability for dissemination. On 5/1/95, | reviewed 

these documents at the LA. field office and marked 47 pages of the 
total for copying. By airtel dated 5/3/95, the LA field office 
forwarded to FBIHQ the four boxes of assorted documents received 
from the California AG's office. On 6/5/95, the Civil Discovery 
Unit (CDU) , FBIHQ, reviewed the 47 marked pages and advised that 
these had been previously declassified and approved for 
dissemination- by the Freedom of Information Privacy Act section.; 
CDU advised that there were no prohibitions regarding providing 
copies of the 47 pages to the LADAO This matter was coordinated 


TiTifh T.ft Prinpinal — I_Agal Advisor 


and CDU Supervisor 
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was disseminated* to the, 1APD on 
^9/71. (Exhibit XIII. - D) , 

now 
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Tiohsmit the following In 

vio i.AIBXglt 


in R£Ci , ^L 

/.JtA 


FBI 

Dote: 8/21/69 


(Type in plaint* *1 or toit ) 


\.y 

Am? At’- 


.AIR. KAIL. 


(Priority) 
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TO: 

FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI'. fc .. . 

SAC, LOS ANGELES (P) 


, vsuwECTx|r^^?r:^^ 

- mgi ^ ; V s 
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informant advised that he is no 


Lf -'.‘p-l uTormuol slcTteutT/ii lie ku: 

not return to the partyot this tirre. It was/his opinion 
that to rejoin the organization at this time /would mean 
falling under the direction of ELVER GERAR£t#RATT, ’D eputy 
Minister of. Defense for Southern^Cal'iforniVr ’The informant 
refused to do this inasmuch as he considers PRATT to be 
"paranoid " and that PRATT would ’’have him in the street 
with a> gun" and he wants no psrt of this activity. 

The source stated that he expects that PRATT, 
■himself, will be replaced within two or three months either 
by officials of the BPP or as a result of setion taken 
against him by police authorities. When this occurs, 

( informant stated he would be willing to return' to the party. 
In addition, the* informant advised that it was his opinion 
that the BPP in Los Angeles is "falling apart" under the 

% . . j 1 j ^ a I : . . . 


leadership of PRATtI 


Me stated that numerous 


r " p | Y m m v v v va V 1 1 W I V V* 9 

members have resigned because, of t he direct ion the party 

a r f a V a n 11 a/I am a mm V J' ^ * 


•O 
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has taken under PRATT. V 

( 2 )- Bureau (RM) 

2 - Los Angeles 

RHR/dJr 

(*) 


RtC- 
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At the Couithouse 

Cicaver was questioned by ueuoers of the press* In reply 
to one question the stated she vould be in los Angeles as 
lone as the attorneys believed necessary for her part in 
the trial. Cleaver then entered the trial. 
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IV. WHEREABOUTS OP ELMER PRATT ON OR ABOUT 12/18/68 

12/20/68 ... arrived in^akla^d 12/23/68* 

(ix£ibit 8t £ ^ A r ian - - hidin * froa 

l/l/AQ »«/? Ur S e , indica ' :e8 that Geroniao was in LA, 
3^1/69 and is . clean chave^.* (Exhibit IV. - B) 

' onf > ^Source indicates that the tennis court aurder 

+ hl £ ne «. K f training xissions on which Pratt took ' 

the Panthers. \ (Exhibit IV. - C). * • 
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CUS^ ULJX ' ,7=: * b6 

I 1 b7c 

in. Whereabouts of 7?!*... 

ON OR ABOUT 12 /iM/bU ' 

* .** * 1 * 

In order to make this determination, full Elsur 
and indices searches were conducted on the ten (10) 
witnesses and the groups with which they were associated. 

The subsequent discoveries included: 

EXHIBIT III - A: 

Source reported that his visit to the campus 
of San Francisco State College (SPSC) at San Francisco 
on 12/18/68 revealed .that the school was on Christmas 
vacation and no activity was observed 1 nor planned until 
after 1/1/69. 

This appears to conflict with the claim ‘that 
Pratt and others attended a Black Student Onion (BSD) meeting 
at SFSC on 12/18/69. 


EXHIBIT III - B & C: 




This would discount the contention that Pratt 
and others were at a BPP function in the Sin Francisco 
Bay area, 12/18/68. 


EXHIBIT III - D: 

Source reports that on the evening of 12/18/68, • . 
Bobby Seale, after picking up several Peop le ^includin g j 
Kathleen Cleaver, went to the residence of 
at 7:30 p.m. <12/18/68). —4 


cuss. * 

BIISOS - 1JL —r- 

wa or 






(hal'- 




r 



EXHIBIT III'- Ex 


murder triaii 


Pratt 

jtnat prate was attending a BPP 


.•*4V£ \ 

* ’• \ »• m 

< f m , ■ - * 

. .»• *: : 


conference in Oakland, California, at the time of the 
murder. 
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EXHIBIT III - T,i 



present with Pratt at the 




She further stated that 

Fratt was ixx san Francisco 


area from December 13 - 25, 1968 (P. 5). 


EXHIBIT III - G: 

« * 

Source. places Pratt in Los Angeles at 'meeting 
with Eldridge Cleaver on, or* about 12/20/68. 


EXHIBIT III - H 6 Is 

Source placed David Hilliard at EPP National 
Headquarters in Oakland on 12/18/68. 


EXHIBIT III - J t Kx 

Sources report that Xathleen Cleaver vent to 
Los Angeles the evening of 12/23/68 and was expected to, 
return ,to~San Francisco. 12/2 6/68. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF Ji^TICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Los Angeles, California 
January 18, 1972 


BLACK PANTHER PARTY 
LOS ANGELES DIVISION 
EXTREMIST MATTERS 


Recorus of the Los Angeles County Superior Court 
disclosed that a verdict was reached on December 23* 1971* 
in the trial involving twelve Black Panther Party members* 

The Black Panther Party (BPP) is u black 
extremist organization started in Oakland, 

California, in December 1966. It advocates 
the use of guns and* guerrilla tactics to 
bring about the overthrow of the United 
States Government. 

• 

The twelve BPP members had been charged with numerous 
violations of state law resulting from an early morning raid 
on December 3, 1969, by tl >e Los Angeles Police Department (LAPP) 
on three BPP locations in Los Angeles. 


The Superior Court records disclosed the following 
verdict and January 13, 1972, sentencing of each defendant: 


guilty of conspiracy to possess illegal 
weapons; sentencea to tnree years probation, nine months in 
tne Los Angeles County Jail, less five months served. 


is a member of the BPP loyal 
to Huey P. New ton, head of the Oakland BPP, 
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weapons; tnree years pi 


County Jail, less seven months served. 


guilty Oa conspiracy to possess illegal 
obation, one year in the Los Angeles 


is a member of the BPP loyal 
to Huey YZ newton. 
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r- \ 
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ELACK PANTHER PARTY 
LOS ANGELES DIVISION 
E XTREMIST HATTERS 


not guilty on all charges. 


■ was a member of the BFP, hut 
Is resorttaiy loyal to Elmer Pratt, forner BPP 
Deputy Minister of Defense who was expelled 
fTwI- ti: r XlPP. 


not guilty on all charges. 


was a member of_the BPP, but 
is reportedly loyal to Elmer Pratt. 

not guilty on all charges. 


was a member, of the BFP, but 
is reportedly royal to Elmer Pratt. 


guilty of conspiracy to possess illegal 
weapons; sentenced ti> three years probation. 
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vj 3 s a member of the BPP, but 

.. . A. 


is reportedly loyal to Elmer Pratt. 


■ liTuilty of conspiracy to possess illegal 
weapons; sentenced to three years probation, conditioned upon 
his serving si:: months in the Los Armeies County Jail. 


was a former member of the BPP,, 
and is alleged to be loyal to Elmer Pratt. 

Elmer Pratt guilty of conspiracy to P=« s «“J® s H uctlVe 
devices, fire bombs, and a machine gun; sentenced to one to 
five years in a Californio State Prison. 

Elmer Pratt was Deputy Minister , 

.. - ♦ Kr upp hut vjqs expelled in January *5?! *i 

by 5uey p!'NewLn P«‘t subsequently announced 
• his loyalty to Eldridge Cleaver, BPP Minister 
of Iniormation in Algeria who split from the 
Newton led BPP. 
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BLACK .PANTHER PARTY 
LOS ANGELES DIVISION 
EXTREMIST MATTERS _ 


I of c r spirac ? t^p r s l ss e fi ris b0»bs : 

sentence d to one td 'flve years in a C-.Xifo.-nia 

. . V 


1 is a former EFP member reportedly 

loyrl : o timer Pratt.; 


I 1 Guilty of conspiracy to possess 

destruct ive devices -*”« * "" ? 

years in a California State Piison. 


U s a former BPP member 
alleged to be uyol t0 Eljjer Prott * 


Iruiltv of conspiracy to possess 

Id to three years probation, nine 
^ J? M +«f .Tati less two mont-h. 
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B0nt " served ‘ 

is a member of the; E " P loyal 


to Huey litvjuju. 


uiltv of conspiracy to possess 
> ulx r?__t ..„^c probation and $ 


of conspiracy ** r ecoo 
i-ee -’ears probation and $500 
imploynent or go to school. 


illegal weapons; sentuiceu 1 

fine conditioned that she - waited from 

a s see iatlnr^wil^any^orscbiiatisn^or^indi vidua l^whicb^advdcate s 

The defendants were conspiracy to 

charces including ^ "JJJ^t^ossault police officers ^ith^ 
co-Tr.it murder anu con^pir®®* h d been declared on the lat 
charge*and C th^Los*^^ District Attorney did not 

ash for a retrial ox a o to appeal the 

Defense attorneys have mea 
convictions. 



BLACK PANTHER PARTY 
LOS AIIGELES DIVISION 
EXTREMIST MATTERS 


s.Y’V^ 


Los Angeles Police Department 
Criminal Conspiracy Section, aovised that of the original 
seventeen BPP members arrested on December 8, 1969* | thf ^^ ve 



was a BPP member. 




was a BPP member, but 

jlso advised that Saundra Pratt, 


One Of the Original /<*- e use 

Nov ember 5. 1971. I 

was | 

prosecution . : 

Saundra Pratt was a BPP member and wife of 
Elmer Pratt. 

was a BPP member. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

,■ Memorandum 

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (157-12311) 


C 


1 


date: 3 / 8/72 . I 


\- 


ROM : 


'SAC, ICS AwOELES (157-3^36) (P) 


2 

* 

'V 




* UB J ECT: EIliER GERARD THATT, akc 

j eh - bit 

P.e Loc Ang:les report of SA^ 
dated 2/S'/72. 


7 ^ 


’•or information of the Bureau, Los Angeles Superior 
Court records as reviewed on 3/7/72, reflect that on 2/15/72, 
subseouent to a jur" .deadlock ir. Department 105 of Ios Angeles 
Superior ::ourt, charger, against 5IK$R v r RATT as s et forth on 
rar<“ c >. pars graph of lor Angeles report of SA ^KBSp jBFEE 
dated fe /2fi /2 1 - rg d i sr .i s sc d . The charge? 1 ^ "TrcjTS IffTg 



“westing oq 


an alleged Loe Angeles Folice 

Department informant, vrere dismissed for lack of evidence . 

erocggggwy . k , 

*>**- eos Angeles 

advised that 



On 3/7/72Jp*«dp 

Police D* r a-tn.er.t . f feljjg&y 

PRATT ' c tr* nl regard.. ,g his participation on th e lP/ l T./nF 


7 f 

7 


Santri Hos.fca, California tenuis court murder of 
wife, has «:een postponed ur.til 5/1/72. 


Vi!.::: 


LOS A:!G£LES 


pro 


AT LOG AiJC-.L-.S. CALIFORNIA : 
occut5ve effort against FRKTTT 


Will folio:: and report 
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£>* ^urc«u(l& 7 * 12511 ) 0 : **) 
2 - Los Angeles (157-3^3*3) 
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BOC/cjl 
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' <';U!i-mcmi(Vv. .v«;hcp;<.., 
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Tf-tiCil'Yra 


JMR 0G3 LA PLAIN 

1:26PM URGENT 7-2S-72 LRS 

JO ACTING DIRECTOR (157-1231!) 
i • -• 

FROM LOS ANGELES IP 


ELMER GERARD PRATT, AKA EM - BPP, 


M». r*ii _ - . 

•,M». Bo»*f ■ 

M/. 1 BltKop 
Mr. CoRoXcm — 

Coio;,t#R 

Mr. ClcV flood - 
)l/« Ccorod ! ^_ 
Mr, Cell of * J 

r»>o» — / « 

Ktt,- i 

M/. Fcrd*» .cJ^p 1 

Mr. Sc yurt - - - - 

Mr. Well* rt 

!♦!♦.*©>«_ 1 

Mr. Xiolff . =- - — 1 

'Mr. Aimt&oo? 

K». HaiwI| * H 

K/ft Nttooo -•- > 


C-X J \S 


*“*-■»* SHERIFF VS 'OFFICE -I-OTELLteEIICE, , >¥ ;* 
ADVISED .INSTANT DATE ELMER GERARD PRATT FOUND GUILTY' TODAY. - - 2/ *>r 


'FIRST DEGREE MURDER. 

Details to follow. 
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UNITED STATES C<5.. „RNMENT 

Memorandum 


**° *' DIRECTOR, FBI (105-165.705) 

•: * 

**° u •“ . SAC, DOS ANGELES (157-l6l8) (P) 


subject: bIACK PANTHER PARTY 
RK,- BPP 


©ate: 9/4/68 



y *,/ 


A review of the activities of the Dos Angeles 
Branch of the Black Panther Party YJhose main headquarters 
are in Oakland, California, indicates that this organisation 
is a militant black nationalist group whose leaders and 
members have displayed a propensity for violence and a • 
tendency to be armed* They advocate a revolutionary change 
in the. United States by means of force, urge the shooting of 
police as a matter of policy and have encouraged Negroes in 
the Dos Angeles area to riot* 



It is requested authority be granted to conduct a 



/> 
/ < 


Dos Angeles believes utilisation of such an 
investigative technique is necessary in order for this 
division to adequately fulfill its responsibility in this 
field and that information obtained from this technique would 
hot be available through other sources or investigation*. 


2 - Bureau (RM 
os Angele 


<£ ! &t INFORMATION CONTAINED;- 

AOOiriPfN V 


RHR/dJy 
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“HEREIN 1$ UNCLASSIFIED 


A SEARCHED 

4 fep- EXED 
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filed 


. / OS - 



"T 



*C-*W » U 


e»» 

c«0 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

to /SAC, Los Angeles (157-1618) 
: Director, FBI (105-165706) 


subject: BLACK PANTHER PARTY 
RACIAL HATTERS 




• * * ,* *s ■ 

• » v * 


datx: 9/16/68 V*. 

IV ""'-O' • ' 

> 


M 




Reurlet 9/4/68. 


/' 


Provided full security is assured, authority is 
granted to conduct a prelicinary tesur survey conc erning the 


b3 



\\ 


61D(& 






SWJBKED. 



. KDUZB 


P 16L_ 

SBI-LOSAr^jtuiS 


1^— 

/ 0 5 "" lb£ 7 o(?^(p 




u4<- 



-F • * 


, , * *• • • • • ■ , »* ■ * , ’ • 

, * * ' _•** ■ * • 

1 * it #* * • ^ • ■ 0 

. >. r+te-'r? • * 

> ■ .*V * ■ •' * .. 1 

0 • «... 

* • . • • * 


~f>***/V 


% v ‘v , r;-. # DIRECTOR, FBI U57-10^05) 


* • 


.. •• ■; ... - • • - r • • - 

.. :L- - r Xttt*’ 

T- ' ' ‘ '?s r .LVt y ;*/. 

* • J I 1 l’.« 

i> • • 10A6/6S^-; 


fiJLC, DOS ABOEDES U57-1&6) (F) 


JUTE 


BLACK FARTHER PARTI 
DOS AKOELBS DIYI8I01 
RH - BP? 

* > " 

KeBulet 4*t®4 9A6/68* 

Saoloitd for tt>» Bureau 1. en» <*>P7 ° f w> TO-U(2. 


•f ' 1 INFORM^ o?nnV^ 


•\ V . 


t Vfcaitt (RX) (Enel# 1) 
/7p+ Dog Angglftt 

/- 


IOC - 


SEARCHED 

indexed - __ • 

SERiAir^^i 

F1LEO <-57 


> « •-> ~ 
«• 

• * ^ * 

/TV * W -V , 

*, - T*fV ■ 


*C0R?1 




Dale* &{/{<?$ 

b6 

b7C 
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tfa- /07377/ 

<^3l(^HQ- /0-?57'7 I ' 



r/> - M5 - i)/wsfar> 

Arm: 
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Approved: 




Date: 6/1/95 






To: 


jLiispeunon Division, 
Headquarters 
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From: 


wsrern-KsgTsAal computer Support Center (WRCSC) 


Subject: Black Panther Party 


Per your request in March, 1995, we reviewed the reels 
m gnrh n .f the 63 boxes of Black Panther Party tapes, file number 
currently stored at the WRCSC. During this search we 


looked . gnoni £ Re ally fo r reels dated November or December, 1968, 


symbols 


5205-Rl 

i. j 1 


At that time no reels were 


located m that date range or with those symbol numbers 


On June l, 1995, a review of random boxes in the 
above-described case showed the date ranges to be 1969 to 1975, 
which concurs with our recollection of the previous search. The 
following symbol numbers were found in the random search, which 
is not meant to be all inclusive: 


b7D 


We estimate the number of Black Panther Party tapes 
currently stored at the WRCSC to. be 2,640. 

If we can be of any further assistance or if you need 
further clarification, please give us a call. 


b7D 


TOTAL P.02 




* 

PATRICK l£AHY 

VEftMONT 


% 


lUnitefl States Senate 

WASHINGTON, OC 2051 CM 502 



cOMMirrtfS- 


AGRICUtTURE. NUTRITION. ANO 
FORESTRY 

APPROPRIATIONS 

JUOtdARY 



July 12, 1995 


Special Agent 
FBI 


Deax 



is 
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is trying to locate the December 18 , 1968 wiretap log 
we discussed that you said you would send to me. 


On the other issue we talked about *■ the FBI memoranda 
summarizing information obtained from the Oakland PD, X have 
enclosed several of these memoranda for December 18, 1968. 

(There are similar memoranda for Other days.) It is hard to 
believe that the FBI relied on the Oakland PD to review the 
primary source (presumably wiretap tapes or logs) and determine 
what information would be of interest to the FBI. It is also 
hard to believe that the Oakland PD was engaging in daily 
conversations with the FBI to convey so much detailed 
information. It seems far more likely that the FBI agents 
involved would have wanted to make their own judgment of what was 
of interest by reviewing the tapes ^or logs themselves, on their 
own time. For this reason, we believe the source of these 
memoranda deserves further -investigation. 


On a related matter, we would be "interested ;in knowing for what 
purpose -the FBI paid the Oarkland PD $130 for the month of 
December 1968. Was it the FBI's practice to pay money for 
information provided in conversations from a municipal police 
department? 


Thanks again for your help. 
Sincerely, 



lf»VHvio?37 / 7/''57 

M'Hh.ioWII 
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Precedence: ROUTINE 
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Hot FBI Headquarters 

^ From: San Francisco 

Legal Uni,t 
Contact: 

Approved By: 

Drafted By: 



Date: 08/15/1995 

Attn: Violent Crimes/ Fugitive Unit 
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File Number (si: 62A-HQ-1073771 (Referred Upon Completion) 

Title: EJ^R^RATT, aka 

tOeronimo; 

INQUIRY OF GIL GARCETTI , 

LOS ANGELES DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

Synopsis: Response to Bureau airtel, 8/4/95 re Elsur log review. 

Enclosures: Serials 3275, 3276, 3449 and 3492 from SF Elsur 

control file 66-672B: 


not-ails* — San Franrigrp did not locate any instances where 

| were afforded access to FBI files, other 

than the Dellinger v. Mitchell case. The following actions were 
taken in an effort to find this information: 

b6 

1. Indices searches were conducted on Huey Newton, San b7c 
Quentin Six and the following individuals consist ing of the San 


Ouentin 

jSix and associates. With the exception of 



1 no litigation files were located. ' 



(Litigation files 197-182 and 197-112 
Sub B indicated all records were forwarded to the 
Bureau and no individuals were afforded document 










To: 

Re: 



62A-HQ-1073771, 08/15/1995 


b6 

b7C 


2. Elsur indices were searched for any elsurs prior to 
1970 on all of the above subjects, with negative results. 


3. A hand review of the 157 classification section of 
SF closed files was conducted in order to locate any elsur 
subfiles. (Most of the 157 main files have been sent to 
Pocatello for storage, but all elsur subfiles remain in SF.) The 
only elsur subfiles within the relevant time period were for 
files 157-1203 and 157-1204, which have previously been 
extensively reviewed in this matter. 


4. A hand search of 11 volumes of elsur control file 
66-672B (vols. 29-39) , covering the time frame of 1/18/74 through 
12/10/76 Was conducted. This review indicated the only instances 
where individuals came into the SF Division to review elsUr logs 
was for the Dellinger v. Mitchell matter. Copies of serials 
indicating the specific records which were reviewed are enclosed. 


It should hp noted that serial 3492, dated 5/26/76, 
indicates that telephonically contacted the SF Division 

to spt im an a ppiixuimciiJ to review BPP wire tap logs for 4/68. 

was advised at that time t hat the tap had not gone into 
operation until 2/26/69. | ] stated she had correspondence 

from the FBI stating there were prior taps of the BPP and that 
the FBI had admitted to the Church committee that they had been 
tapping the BPP phones prior to 2/26/69. 


In view of the above, it appears 
personally view an FBI wiretap log dated 12/18/68. 


Idid not 


CC: 2 - Bureau 

1 - SF 


♦ ♦ 
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NR006 WA PLAIN 
146PM URGENT 8-2-74 DKS 
TO BALTIMORE <1*7-3241 SUB A) 
B0ST0N"(62-5411) 

CHICAGO (62-7126) 

N CLEVELAND (66-5396) 

t 1 

DEROIT (62-5032) ' , 

LOS ANGELES (94-430) ^ 

t ' 

FROM DIRECTOR (62-1 12989) 


JUNE 


NEW HAVEN (66-3543) ' 

NEW YORK (100-121672) . 

PHILADELPHIA (157-2004) 
SACRAMENTO '(66-179) 

SaIi FRANCISCO (66-672 B) ./ 

i ^ v £ 

'WASHINGTON FIELD (66-779 SUB G) 


DAVID T. DELLINGER, ET AL; ATTORNEY GENERAL JOHN N. 1 . 

* ( * - * \ 

MITCHELL, ET AL, ALLEGED VIOLATION OF CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS. 

** „ * . I ^ ( 

REBURAIRTEL JUNE 5'v 1574, TO SAC, ALBANY, COPIES ALL OFFICES, 
AND SFTEL TO DIRECTOR JULY 29, 1974. 

t FOR INFORMATION, IN ANSWERING DEPARTMENT* S,'REQUEST FOR 
INFORMATION RESPONSIVE TO ITEM 1 4 OF PLAINTIFFS* INTERROGATORY 
(COPY OF WHICH ENCLOSED WITH REFERE CED BUREAU AIRTEL) , 

DEPARTMENT WAS 'FURNISHED A SCHEDULE SHOWING LOCATION AND 
APPROXIMATE VOLUME OF PERTINENT REC^DS INVOLVED, ALONG a-t 


WITH SUGGESTION THAT 

1 v ^2 

.'END PAGE 1 ONE'O^r ^ 

i \ 


OF GO\ 


PROVIDING 


SEARCHED™ 

SERIALIZED. 


.INDEXED.- — SEA !CHED„ 
_flUD_ SE&AUgK 


AUG 21974 . J "•H 

FBI— SAM FRANCISCO FBl- 


>,< >‘.Vb6 ; 

'* b7C * 


: U(j> - b 7° l .§A 

(iZt 1 -Hq- ttWi-M 










T ' -<1 

/•- ,, ■ U 

>( = .. 1 V , ! ' . > 1 f. < i ; >. , _ >i ■ , 

v. , i . 4 .< ■ • • . 1 • • . * • 

* * .* * 

'V 4 , / 

- r} f V 

.1 : ; : •, 1 ■ f ■ „,A; • ■ 

• . ■ ' ' , '■ v i 

t 

* 
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# 

• 

'page two 

• 

& 

COPIES OF ALL 

SUCH RECORDS 

, RECORDS BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR 

INSPECTION BY 

PLAINTIFFS' 

COUNSEL IN INDIVIDUAL FIELD OFFICES 


DURING REGULAR W0RKIN3 HOURS AND UPON REASONABLE NOTICE 
•TO SAC OF FIELD OFFICE CONCERNED. ON JULY 30, 1974, DEPART- 
MENTAL ATTORNEY EDWARD S. CHRISTENBURY, CRIMINAL DIVISION, 
ADVISED GOVERNMENT'S ANSWER TO ABOVE INTERROGATORY ITEM 
FILED IN ACCORDANCE WITH BUREAU'S SUGGESTION BUT THAT 
BECAUSE OF THE COURT'S PROTECTIVE ORDER ONLY PLAINTIFFS 

« ' s 

AND THEIR COUNSEL OF RECORD IN THIS CIVIL ACTION MAY HAVE 
ACCESS TO THE DOCUMENTS^ COUNSEL OF RECORD ARE LIMITED 


TO 

SC 


p.H ARLES GARRY^-RHONDA COPELON _ 

HOENBRO_Di 

- 


[— , 


PERTINENT INFORMATION SHOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE TO 
PLAINTIFFS OR THEIR COUNSEL OF RECORD FOR THEIR INSPECTION 
UNDER CONTROLLED CONDITIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH ABOVE- 
DESCRIBED PROCEDURE. INSURE THESE INDIVIDUALS ARE 
POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED BEFORE THEY ARE GIVEN ACCESS TO THESE 
MATERIALS., THEY MAY COPY PERTINENT TAPES AND/OR DOCUMENTS, «. 
BUT BUREAU HAS NO OBLIGATION TO PROVIDE EQUIPMENT, MATERIALS' 
END PAGE TWO 


% 




PAGE THREE 

OR OTHER ASSISTANCE IN THAT REGARD. WHILE THESE PERSONS 

* 

ARE EXAMINING THESE ITEtiS INSURE THAT A SPECIAL AGE T OF 

t 

YOUR OFFICE IS* PRESENT WITH THEM. , 

YOU SHOULD ALSO INSURE THAT ONLY PERTINENT RECORDS ARE 

» J 

MADE AVAIL ABLE* TO THEM. SUCH RECORDS INCLUDE TAPES, LOGS 

^ k . 

AND TRANSCRIPTS REGARDING*- ALL BLACK PANTHER PARTY COVERAGE'.* 

AND, All overhears of-individual plaintiffs which occurred 
IN your respective divisions.- " 

EACH OFFICE ADVISE BUREAU WHEN INITIAL CONTACT MADE BY 
PLAINTIFFS OR THEIR COUNSEL OF RECORD AND ARRANGEMENTS 
MADE FOR THEIR REVIEW^ UPON COMPLEION OF THEIR INSPEC- * 

( ' -i 1 

TION,. EACH OFFICE SUBMIT LHM INCORPORATING PERTINENT 

’ i 

FACT'S REGARDING THEIR INSPECTION,’ INCLUDING IDENTIFICATION’ 

OF DOCUMENTS/ AND 'TAPES REVIEWED AND COPIED, FOR 

* « * 

DISSEMINATION TO CRIMINAL DIVISION. 


MCC FBI SAN FRANCISCO ' 



v , v 4 ’ V\:< - - s, - s 


FD-36 (Ret, $-22-e4) l ' 'A "/-'A" 

, • \: .:,•/ *,/■ •■’ v' v -*& \'.t 
' ■' h. - ■ ’jfc - 

* * ,i I-' 
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Date: 7/29/74 


CODE 

{Type plaintext or code ) 


URGENT 


(Priority} 


1 


TO DIRECTOR (62-112989) 

ATTN: INTD, SECTION Cl -3) 

FROM SAN FRANCISCO (66-672B) 


DAVID T. DELLINGER, ET AL; ATTORNEY GENERAL JOHN N. MITCHELL, 
ETAL, ALLEGED VIOLATION OF CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS. 


| ATTORNEY FROM RUTGERS UNIVERSITY ■ 

« » 4= . .. i . 

CONSTITUTIONAL LITIGATION CLINIC, NEWARK, NEW JERSEY, ADVISED THAT 
■ - ; ' I*,. 

HE vIS AN ATTORNEY OF RECORD IN CAPTIONED CASE WHICH IS UNITED 

1 : , <, v' M _ f \\t>\ ' 

STATES DISTRICT COURT NUMBER 1768-69 IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 4 

?’ 1 , \ 

AND THAT MR. EDWARD CHRISTENBERY, ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL, * J 
CIVIL SECTION OF THE CRIMINAL DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, HAD' 
ARRANGED A REPLY FOR THE GOVERNMENT WHICH WAS SIGNED ON FRIDAY, 
JULY 26, 1974, THAT AFTER REASONABLE NOTICE HE COULD REVIEW 
TRANSCRIPTS LOCATED IN VARIOUS FBI OFFICES THROUGHOUT THE UNITED l 
STATES AND IT WAS HIS UNDERSTANDING APPROXIMATELY 40,000 PAGES OF 


. ‘ i \ 


i’.' r&A 


Iff f*N&h 


THE TRANSCRIPTS ARE LOCATED IN SAN FRANCISCO. 


REQUESTED 


fJFS/sms t> 
)a 


VJ* 


ixal Agent in Charge 




“ 4 U.S. Government printing Offices 1972 ^ 
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Date: 

Transmit th followina fn„ 
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(Type in plaintext or code) 


PAGE TWO 
SF 66-672B 
JFS/sms 


(Priority) 


OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW TRANSCRIPTS TO DETERMINE AMOUNT OF WORK 
INVOLVED IN COPYING SAME WHILE IN SAN FRANCISCO. | | aDVISED 

FBI HEADQUARTERS WOULD BE CONTACTED FOR INSTRUCTIONS. 


Approved: ■' • Sent 

Special Agent in Charge 


M Per 

U.S.Government Printing Offlc«il972~455-S74 
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optional form no. m 

MAYld«2'EOmON 
CSA FFMR (41 CFW) 


UNiTgrrSTATES GOVERNMENT 

Mermrandum 


SAC, SF (66-672B) 


date: 9/17/75 


FROM SA LEO S . BRENNEISEN 


subject:- DAVID DELLINGER VS. JOHN N. MITCHELL 
ELSUR 


On 9/8,9,10 and 11/75, | 
Lipset Service representing JfEi 
at this office for review of li 
volumes were made available tof 
30 - 33, 37 39, 79 - 82. 1 


(from 

;orney CHARLES GARRY, appeared 
>7-1204 *Knh 9 The following 

23 - 28, 


. . , B y letter dated 9/15/75 reported that 

he had reviewed ou r volumes 25 - 2V, 30 - 32, 49 - 59, and 

Eprmer S/ | h as previously made available to 

■ ■■■.. Volumes 44 tn rough 62 It appears that in 

addition to the volumes stated he reviewed. 

Volumes 45 through 48, Li and 62, 2§, 37 through 39, were 
^Yf’*l a kl e to him although he states they were not reviewed. 

^E INGLASS also reviewed Volume 1 inasmuch as Mr. 
GARRY s office has recently inquired concerning the 
S£ SS , Ji* another person reviewing logs. Apparently 
the plaintiffs are not as yet through with this review, and 
therefore, no LHM is being prepared at this time. 


(If 66-672B 
LSB : LMR 



' ■ » ^ » i if j 
FBI ~ SAM fRANCISCC 


Buy U.S. Sav!n S , Bmis ™ tht tyroll Savina tl'an J J 
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OPTIONAL rORM NO, 10 
j yyr 1*7» EDITION 
«J3Pmm6o cr»> 


‘ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum . , . 

ItUV-A 

' SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (6^-€75b) 


date: 5/26/76 


FROM 


SA LEO S. BRENNEISEN 


/; , 77 :’ i> 1 \' {di"* ’’ 

ft . 


* * ■ * 


/ ^ Be* ^t>//y 

subject: DAVID DELLINGER; — — H * ?). '• 

BOBBY SEALE; tr1Z>) 

Plaintiffs vs . , ^ C i ">/ ^ * fit fa ; 

JOHN .N. MITUCEELr— 0, " h-V " 

ET-.AL . ' ' ’ / , 

Defendants °\2'dl /- ' : ~C"/f('^y 


' ’ < v * ( < ' 1 ^ ♦ 

lib- fP 

/tr* * (Ilk., 


On 5/25/76,1 | telephonq | 

of the law firm of CHARLES GEARY, telephonically contacted 
writer and advised that she had requested an appointment b6 
at this office on 5/26/76, to review Black Panther wire tap B lc 
logs for 4/68. 

| was questioned as to who had ordered 
her to review those logs and she said that CHARLES GEARY 
one of the plaintiff's attorneys had made the request and 
that she had been cle ared bv th e court to review the logs. 

It was pointed out to | | that the telephone tap on b6 

the Black Panther Party had not gone into operation until b7c 
2/26/69, and that LEONARD WEINGLASS, one of the plaintiff's 
attorneys, had reviewed the first volume of logs on 3/6/75. 

1 This explanation did not appear to satisfy 

and she claimed that they had correspondence from 
tne fc'Bi stating that there were prior telephone taps of the 
Black Panther Party and she further claimed that the FBI 
had admitted to the CHURCH committee that they had been 
tapping the Black P anter Party phones prior to the date of 
2/26/69. | was stated that there was absolutely no 

record of any taps in the San Francisco Division prior to b6 
2/69. b 7. 
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SEARCHED. INDEXED 

SERIALIZED.. fllEO 

JUN 1 1976 

Fbi — 1>AN FRANC I SC^ 
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AO’s OFFICE :SFHQ 



Sin Francis:© Office 


US 553 2033 

'\o* 
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PRECEDENCE 

□ Immediate 
^Priority 

□ Rout 


FBI FACSIMILE 
COVERSHEET 

CLASSIFICATION 

D Top Secret 
D Secret 
P Confidential 

□ Sensitive 

0 UKCLAS.EEXD' 1 

□ UNCLASSIFIED 





(N*WC?Ot!iC0) 

Facsimile number: 2.0 S 


Time Transmitted: 


Sender's initials: 

Number of Pages: — $ L -- 



Date: h-Lsc. 


(N$me dOtuct) 
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Special Handling Instructions: 


Originator's Name: 




Originator's Facsimile Number: 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 


Date: 10/25/1995 


To: -DIRECTOR, FBI HQ 


Attn: nTTrTOTAM 


SSAl 


ROOM 7837 


f* 


/ 


From: LOS ANGELES 

.LEGAL UNIT ( f n rl 
Contact: CDC 


Approved By: 


(310)996-3380 


(CDC) 


Drafted By: LGF/lgf 
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Case ID #: 62-HQ-1073771 (Rending) 

Title: ELMER PRATT, AKA cERONIMO; INQUIRY OF GIL GARCETTI, LOS 
ANGELES DISTRICT ATTORNEY; 00:- FBI HQ. 


Synopsis: Leads as set forth in referenced airtel were negative. 


Reference: Bu airtel dated 8/4/95. 
Details: 


1.) ■ Thi* nrevi nnq review for documentation of a 


surveillance of 


which allegedly occurred on or 

about 8/10/69, was negative and it included the 1A portion of the 
files. 


Uments 



which reflected that 


2.) Los Ann-plf>g wag nriahl p .to f ind any 



visited the Los Angeles 


FBI Office in 1975 for the purpose of reviewing documents in 
connection with the BLACK PANTHER PARTY and HUEY NEWTON vs. LEVY 
matters . 




b6 

b7C 


67/l'tfQ "Vo 7 37?/ 


fLj 





It has now been over three months since you and I have communicated 
with each other. Although I've been away in Texas for most of that 


time, I am up to date -on — aJJ — Lha — correspondence and requests 
between your of fire and , I’d like to reiterate the 
requests made bj in his February 18 letter to you. Also, if 



ENCLOSURE 


32 NASSAU STREET • THIRD FLOOR • PRINCETON 


R • PRINCETON. N.J. 08542 • (609) 921 -033V 'A, 





The Court al^S^pblished as part of its opini^pthe. FBI's November 
9, 1979 factualWummary sheet which was attached to Deputy Attorney 
General Nash’s declaration of the same date. The; FBI's factual 




Recently 1 have for the first time l comes across an FBI memo 


kftUllrsJiiWTtl 


iKI:TtHli(i[3*3V3?Xal3iW(Oi7HuTS9:i HiTTum* 


32 NASSAU STREET • THIRD FLOOR • PRINCETON, N.J. 08542 ♦ (609)921*0334 











^ ' 






copies of the 
and 



.reports on their intervie 
__|lf so, thank you. 




with 


|and I very much look forward to our next meeting with you. 

If we haven’t already talked on the telephone about that, could you 
give me an indication when that might happen? 


Thank you for the work you and your staff are expending on the 
Pratt review. 



3 


i 


32 NASSAU STREET • THIRD FLOOR ♦ PRINCETON, NJ. 08542 • (609)921-0334 
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fAMBURELL^ 

HanlJI 

&^/Vaggener 


% 


February 18, 1994 


214 Duboce Ave., San Francisco, CA 94103, 415/431-4500 Fax: 415/255-8631 


TonyTamburello 
Stuart Hanlon 
Robert Waggener 

= Lawyers 


District Attorney's Office 

County of Los Angeles 

849 South Broadway, llth Floor 

Los Angeles, CA 90014 be 

b7C 

RE: Elmer Pratt 


Dear 


I have recently been mad e aware that the Federal Bureau of 


Tmraqt-irr^ tion has inter viewed 
As you know. 


t 


are two 


investigators who gave arnctavics ITT j.yyi regarding cneir viewing 
of F.B.I. wiretap logs which prove that Mr. Pratt was in Oakland 
at, the -time of the murder. 


I can :only assume that the investigation now being conducted 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation is being done at your 
behest. Obviously, we are very glad that you have made these 
requests of the F.B.I. and that they are honoring them. 


Since there appears to be some spirit of cooperation between 
your office and the. F.B.I., I am making the following requests: 


1. “ With regard to these wiretaps, I am requesting that you 
ask the F.B.I. to "turn over to you any documents -- including 
wiretap logs, memoranda, or actual wiretap tapes — regarding any 
F.B.I. wiretap of any Black Panther Party person's residence or 
headquarters in Oakland, San Francisco or Los Angeles during the 
month of December, 1968. Even though I am sure some 
documentation may now be missing or destroyed, I am confident the 
F.B.I. would have some records of all of the wiretaps at the 
Black Panther locations in the citifes^ mentioned above. 


I am requesting tha t you 

I in an 


2. With regard to . 

ask the F.B.I. to turn over all of the[ 

un-deleted form, to you. In particular, I think it would be 
extrem ely helpful if the F.B.I. would turn over un-deleted copies 
of the I 
1 td 


documents we* attached as Exhibit 
report. Though we are 
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District ALL^Riey's Office 
County of Los Angeles 
February 18, 1994 
Page 2 



particularly intereste d in these two documents, I 
request should in cludel _ 

file) , as well as 


beli eve the 
Hfile (157 


We would not object to you requesting any other files or 
documents from the F.B.I. that, you believe are relevant. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


I am confident that the documents requested in this letter, 
if produced in their un-deleted ;form, would help resolve many of 
the issues that have been raised involving Mr. Pratt's case, the 
F.B.I. 's role in that case, and the ultimate question of Whether 
or not Mr. Pratt is innocent and received a fair trial in 1972. 

Since the documents requested herein are between 22 and 27 
years old, I cannot believe that their production at this point, 
especially to yOur office, would raise any issues of national 
security, protection of on-going investigations, or safety of 
informants. 


If you desire to discuss this request, and any other 
requests your office may make of the F.B.I., I Would be happy to 
talk to you about them. 
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CC: 


$ 



TAMBURELL^ 


Hanloi 


m 


AGGENER 


% 


December 31, 1993 


r Tony Tunburello 
Stuart Hanlon 
Robert Waggener 


214 Duboce Ave„ San Francisco, CA 94103, 415/431-4500 Fax: 415/255-8631 


Lawyers 


District Attorney's Office 

County of Los Angeles 

849 South Broadway, 11th Floor 

Los Angeles, CA 90014 b6 

b7C 

RE: Elmer Pratt 


Dear 


Pursuant to conversations we had at our meeting, T am sending you 
various documents. I would like to delineate what they are. 

After the meeting, jpf your office requested that I provide 
documentation to you With regard to F.B.I. access to Pratt's 
trial.. At the meeting, I indicated to you that my memory was 
that an F.B.I.; agent was, in fact, present during the trial. My 
review* of the documents makes me believe that statement Was not 
correct.. 


Rather, what; occurred is that a member of the Los Angeles 
Criminal Conspiracy Section w as present during the entire trial . 
Obviously, this was or one of his; associates. 


The F.B.I. : records, which are enclosed with this letter as 
Exhibit A, make clear that the F.B.I. was, as previously noted in 
other F.B.I. and L.A.P.D.; reports, in constant; contact with the 
C.C.S. regarding the trial.; A summary of the documents enclosed 
that the F.B.I.: (1) was aware of calls Pratt was making from 
jail during the trial; (2) was aware that, during the trial, an 
issue was whether or not Pratt, had a beard during the time of the 
murder and knowlpdgp of fr.hA' Avlrtonnc gnhwnto^ on issue; (3) 

had knowledge of the] | (4) 

knew of the. various persons who* visited Pratt in jail, including 
his attorney; (5) was advised of the testimony of Kathleen. 
Cleaver by the C.C.S. member who. was assigned to. the. trial* and; 
(6) the F.B.I. files included newspaper articles; regarding trial 
while, it was in progress,' as well as the. first deliberation note; 
from the. jury. , 
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Given this documentation of detailed knowledge by the F.B.I. of 
witnesses and testimony during the trial (including whether or 
not Pratt wore a hoards. lfr a rprt-a i nf-v j-hat the F.B.I. was 


a 1 cn auaro o£ fho 


and t-ho fact that he 
for any law 


enforcement agency, including the F.B.I. It is impossible to 
believe that the. F.B.I. would monitor the trial in the detail 
shown in Exhibit A, but not 'be. aware of the testimony of the main 
prosecution witness. 


Second, the issue can\e as to what issues were, in fact, litigated 
during the habeas corpus Writ in the Central District United 
States District Court. "I indicated to you at the meeting that, 
the issues we Were allowed to raise were very narrowly drawn by 
the magistrate and We were not allowed to go into many issues. 
Issues that Were not made subject matter of the writ of habeas 

corpus Included the ! . J either 

before, or after the writing of I 


The enclosed orders and motions (Exhibit B) confirm my statements 
to you. The first three documents of Exhibit B are orders from 
the Court. The first is the original discovery order, which 
limits discovery to four issues: (1) the circumstances , 

surrounding the discovery in search of a second suspect by . 
L.A.P.D. and the F.B.I. ; (2) the "liason” between the L-A-P-b. 
and the F.B.I. p rior to. and d urinay petitioner's trial; (3) the 
role of Sergeant | I in the above, and; (4) the alleged 

wiretap surveillance of the Black Panther Party by the L.A.P.D. 
and the F.B.I. The court did hot allow discovery of any other 
issues . 


The second order is dated May 9, 1984. This order makes clear 
that the Court did not allow us to do much of the discovery that 
we requested (I am also enclosing our initial request, for 
discovery which is referred to in the order) . 


Finally, I am enclosing the order of October 19, 1984. This 
order denied us the right to take further discovery as requested 
in August, 1984, and denied the defendant the right to obtain 
documents through subpoena duces tecum, as well as to take 
depositions. I am also enclosing a copy of the request referred 
in the Court's order., so you can be aware of what Was not 
allowed. Please note that, in the request for an evidentiary 
hearings the witnesses who were not allowed to fre subpoenaed were 

Please note that 


the subpoenas requested against the F.B.I., L.A.P.D . , and the Los 
Angeles District Attorney's Office were denied also. 
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District Attorney's Office 

County* of Los Angeles 
December 31 , 1993 
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What becomes clear from the. orders; and requests is that the Court 
did not; allow discovery on most of the. issues now pending before 

vnn- Tn narti cu 1 a r . there Was no discovery a 1 lowed regarding 

I All of the 

documents we requested from either the. F.B.I. or L.A.P.D. were 
not. allowed to be subpoenaed. Hopefully, this Will make clear 
the. narrowness of the. evidentiary hearing in; the. United 'States 
District. Court.; I am sure We. will be able, to; discuss this when 
we. meet, again, which will be soon, I hope. 
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Encs . 
SH:db 


(With enclosures) ! 


T r 


CC: 



I X 


*h» 



f/ltlcfij, tftii otic teak innocent (3%. 23:47) 


December 20, 1993 


juuy nnyeiey uxscrjicc Attorney's Office 
849 S. Broadway, 11th floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90014 


Dead 
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I have sent in a separate package to you a copy of the entire trial 
transcripts. I was surprised t hat vour group d idn't have them 
because I had assured either you, | in September that 
we would be happy to provide you with any part of the record that 
you didn't have. 


During our several telephone conversations since August, I had 
understood and agreed with your position that it did not make much 
sense for us to. eot tnne ther until you folks felt prepared to do 
so. That is why fnd I were surprised and disappointed that 
your group had not yet obtained and read the trial transcripts; had 
only read a small portion of the 740 page federal writ hearing 
(which I had sent to Mr. Mueller in June); and did not seem to 
r ecollect receiving the three declarations from the boyhood friends 
oij [which .1 sent to you this past September' 23) . 
I was also noping tor and expecting more of a response to the many 
points I raised in my June 1993 memo other than a general dismissal 
of it by simply stating words to the effect that "we see nothing In 
your memo that would cause us to do anything more on this case 
other than explore the declarations from the two San Francisco 
private investigators about the 12/18/68 FBI wiretap records." 


I have also enclosed with thjta 
pretrial Interview notes with| 
the list Of exhibits 
understand it. 


lofrt-QT* a copy of 


[and an updated copy or 
June 1993 memo. As I 


that goes with my 

""[will send you the evidentiary rules of the 
federal hearing and documentation that demonstrate that an FBI 
agent was In attendance at Pratt's trial. This latter nrnvisinn is 
based on a telephone conversation between 
subsequent to our December 13 meeting. 
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32 NASSAU STREET • THIRD FLOOR • PRINCETON, N.J. 08542 * (609)921-0334 






r a1^pc 




We look forwaT^^o further discussing with y^Q^what your group's 
views are as you complete your examination of this case's record in 
the ensuing months. 


I wish you and your family and those of 
holiday and good health. 


a happy 


Vr>hrff f’ r n 1 u 
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p.s. I do appreciate the time 
some of the trial exhibits and 
angle to this case. 


[ 


^spent in taking me t 
TTS^nn'vestigation of the Sgt 
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ip 
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Rustic# tor th# Wm>c*m to Prison 


€m/<ea> mnrsttnt (3& 23:47) 


h 
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January 17, 1995 



Mr. Louis Freeh 
Director, FBI 

10th & Pennsylvania Ave. , NW 
Washington, DC 20535 


Dear Director Freeh: 

Re: My June 16 , 1994 letter to you requesting the FBI to locate 
1968 wiretap logs in the v Geroni.mo< Pratt matter. 


In the above referenced letter i asked the FBI, if it would, to 
please locate the several hundred volumes of FBI wiretap 1 nas 

HottoI nnoH Hai lr> hot'uoQn Pahrnarw 1 QCQ anrj May 1972 frOIR the 

_pince I have not had a 


response to that letter from your staff I again urge the Bureau to 
undertake this task. 


If the FBI searcher finds these volumes which I Understand are very 
well organized in chronological Order, I am told that all the 
searcher would hav e to do is go to the volume that contains 

I and see if Mr. Geronlmo Pratt is Identified as 

log. This could establish once and tor ail it Mr. Pratt was irt the 
Oakland area when the murder for which he was convicted occurred in 
Santa Monica. 


Should you decide to undertake this request and share the results 
with Mr. Garcetti and me, it would certainly clarify a 25 year old 
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PRECEDENCE: 
0 Immediate 
0 Priority 
0 Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

0 TOP SECRET 
0 SECRET 
0 CONFIDENTIAL 
0 UNCLAS E FT 0 
m UNCLAS 
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FM DIRECTOR FBI (62A-HQ-1073771) 
TO FBI LOS ANGELES/ IMMEDIATE , 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //0607// 

PASS: ATTN: LA PLA 


iF^PRATT, AKA^GEP 


SUBJECT: ELMER-^PRATT , AKA GERONIMO; INQUIRY OF GIL GARCETTI , LOS 

ANGELES DISTRICT ATTORNEY; 00:HQ, 

RE: TELCALLS OF SSA 


CID, TO LA PLA 


DATED 2/15 AND 2/21/95. 

AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED TO LA, THE LOS ANGELES DISTRICT 
ATTORNEY'S OFFICE (LADAO) WAS PERMITTED ACCESS TO CERTAIN FILES 
RELATED TO AN INQUIRY CONCERNING PRATT. PRATT AND HIS SUPPORTERS 
HAVE ALLEGED THAT THE FBI CONDUCTED ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE OF 
THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY (BPP) IN 1968 AND THAT INFORMATION 
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ADMINISTRATIVE NOTE/TICKLER COUNT: 

THIS TELETYPE REQUESTS THAT LA LOCATE AND REVIEW FILES AND 
ELSUR RECORDS CONCERNING A COOPERATIVE SOURCE AND HIS CONSENSUAL 
MONITORING DURING THE PERIOD 11/14/68 THROUGH 12/16/68. THIS 
INFORMATION IS NECESSARY TO REFUTE ALLEGATIONS THAT THE FBI 
CONDUCTED ELECTRONIC INTERCEPTS DURING 1968 WHICH WERE PERTINENT 
TO THE GUILT OR INNOCENCE OF ELMER "GERONIMO" PRATT. AG RENO HAS 
PLEDGED FBI COOPERATION IN THIS MATTER AND THIS MATTER WAS 
PREVIOUSLY COORDINATED WITH THE LADAO. 

Drafted Bv: AS: as Rodnt/TL #: 5042 Phone No: 4294 

COPY DESIGNATIONS: 


1 - 
1 - 


1 - TICKLER 
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APPROVED: 


Director 


Deputy Director 


fe.Jjs.into. tesalCccnsd, 


Servs. Nations’ Sec. 

Rnaice Personnel.. 

Info. Res. Training 

inspection 


Gff.cfEO 

AJ&J8 

Cff.ofPctiiic 
&0CT3- Affs. 
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Director, FBI (62A-HQ-1073771) 


SAC, San Francisco rfiSA-HO-l 07^771) 
ATTN: PLA 


A ) 

ELMER^PRATT, AKA r GERONIMO; 
INQUIRY OF GIL GARCETTI, 

LOS ANGELES DISTRICT ATTORNEY; 
00: HQ 
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from 


£nr £La_ka / Ot?\ ova 


were processed for release to the Los Angeles (LA) District 
Attorney's Office in the above-captioned matter. 


I 


opies of serials 
These serials 


b7D 

b3 


% 


m 

on 

ON 


S. £ 


as 


Oep. t>, 
ADOAdm. 
AOOfciv. 
AsstOir,; 
Adm, Serve „ 
Criro, Inv.. 
.CJlS — — 


The Civil Discover y Review Unit was requested to 
process these serials by SSA 1 Violent Crimes 
Unit, to respond to a habeas corpus petition filed by Elmer 
"Geronimo" Pratt. Pratt, a former Black Panther, was convicted 
in the early 1970's for a double homicide. 
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The enclosed copies of the serials f rom| 

were reviewed by the Document Classification Review Unit (DCU) 
without benefit of the originals from your office. DCU has 
requested that the copies be forwarded to SF so that , the original 
serials can be marked to indicate the classification review 
conducted . 


b7D 


Enclosure 


7 rnnv 



leXft-m 



Rra. 


CDRU 


5042 
Rra. 


5442 
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/maf 


The enclosed copies of serials fromf 


Ho, Mgmt. „ 
Insp. , ^ . 
He H. 

Lab. , .,. r r 


are being 

forwarded to San Francisco to have the classification markings 
copied onto the original serials in file. Copies of serials 16- 
21, 24-31, 33, 39, 40, 50, 52, 53, 84 and a Not Recorded serial 
(date stamped 12/20/68) were processed for release in the above- 
captioned matter. 
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Legal Court. ^ 
Tech, Serve. M 
Training ^ 
Off.ofESQA* 
Off. Uaison 
& mt. Aff». „ 


Off. of Public 
& Cong. Affe, ^ 

TQM Office , 

Telephone Rm, 
Director's Office. 


mailroomES 



FSt/DOJ 




U.S. Deponent x>f Justice 






Federal Bureau of Investigation 



Waibiflgton, ■ D. C. 20535 
February 10, 1995 


New jersey 
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Dear 


Your January 17, -1995 communication to Director Freeh 
has been referred to me for reply. I regret any inconvenience 
the delay, in responding may have caused^you.^ 


I appreciate your concern for Mr. | Pratt , and, as you 
are aware, this matter had been reviewed by rhe .FBI on -several 

• * - . . « * . 3 ^ 


previous occasions. Host recently > a similar request was 
referred to me by the Los Angeles District Attorney's Office. I 
am not at liberty to comment more specifically because of FBI and 
Department of Justice policy and statutory , restrictions imposed 
by ^the Freedom of Information and Privacy -Act. 


X assure you that the FBI is giving this matter full 
attention and that the results of this review will be shared with 
Los Angeles District Attorney Gil Garcetti . 


Sincerely yours, 


m 

as 

as 


B~ 


to 


CO 1 

Ui 


Robert S. Conforti 
Section Chief 
Violent Crimes and Major 
Offenders Section 
Criminal Investigative Division 



-SAC, .Los Angeles - Enclosure 


1 - Congressional Affairs - Enclosure, ^Rm. 7240 

. =| , «r. -rtnWj i foaC .. 2 

i - correspondence Unit, Rm 6236 - Enclosure 

hie SEE NOTE ON PAGE TWO 



-1 - Tickler 

aST— as:cjg <»> 

Tech. Sots. 




O' 
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c 


Offi ce of 
[wrote 


NOTE: Handling coordinated with_ 

Public and Congressional Affairs. 

Director Freeh requesting that the FBI search its files for 
exculpatory information related to a murder conviction of 
Elmer Pratt, aka Geronimo, at California. Pratt was a member of 
the Black Panther Party, Los Angeles Chapter, and his conviction 
has become a "cause celebre" in the Los Angeles area. 


A similar request was handled by the Violent 
Crimes/Fugitive Unit (VC/FU) and the results reported to Los 
Angeles. District Attorney Gil Garcetti through coordination with 
Department of Justice. The VC/FU review determined that no FBI' 
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Crfahy. l OflcfEEO 

Crim.Jts.lnb7 LegalCowsel Affairs 

. , Ssfvs - :Ka5»*f$ec. Off.of Public 

' ’ ft®** PerecfflaL. & Cora. Aft. 

Wo. Rss. Tiaitilno 

Depuyurecb r Inspection ~ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: PRIORITY 


Date: 04/30/1996 


To: Los Angeles 

San Francisco 


Attn: LA 
Attn: SF 


From: Robert S. Conforti 

Section Chief, VCMOS 

Contact: Andreas Stephens, Ext. 4192 

Approved By : pnnfnrti Robert 


Drafted By 


Case ID #: 62A-HQ-1073771 (Pending) 
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Title: ELMER PRATT, AKA; INQUIRY OF GIL GARCETTI, LOS ANGELES 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY; 00: FBIHQ. 

m 

Synopsis: To provide Los Angeles and San Francisco with copies of 
draft declarations prepared by the Los Angeles District 
Attorney's Office (LADAO) in furtherance of the LADAO's response 
to Pratt's habeas corpus petition. 


Enclosures: Enclosed for Los Angeles and San Francisco areLADAO 
drafts of declarations sought from FBI personnel involved in the 
reviews of FBI files concerning Elmer Pratt, et al. 

Details: The Criminal Investigative Division has been engaged in 
a continuing dialogue with the LADAO, including document reviews, 
to assist the LADAO in responding to allegations that the FBI 
possesses relevant information concerning Pratt and has not made 
that information available to Pratt. 

In a letter dated 12/1/93, the Honorable Gil Garcetti, 


LADAO, requested that the Attorney General assist his office in 
responding to allegations that Elmer "Geronimo" Pratt was 


unjustly convicted and the victim of an FBI plot. G< 

frhafr h_Ls nffi a f rnTn the 
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I which provided an analysis of Pratt's conviction and b7c 


the conclusion .that Pratt was unjustly convicted. Included in 





To: 

Re: 






Los Angeles From: Robert S. Conforti 
62A-HQ-1073771, April 30, 1996 



initial deposition stated that| 

observation occurred as a result of the civil discovery in 

Dellinger v. Mitchell , Civil No. 1768-69. Upon subsequent 

interview, ! | stated that this observation may have occurred as b7C 

a result of reviews of civil discovery material in either the 

Slack fianther.,Pactyr..e,t..al„y.i-Le.vi/ civil No 76-2205; the san 

Quentin,, Six, civil No 4094; or Socialist,, .Workers, Party..,v,«. 

Mitchell, et al . Civil No. 75-C-3295 and 73-CIV3160. 

« 


The Violent Crimes and Major Offenders Section, CID, 
FBIHQ, directed a review of pertinent FBI files dealing with 
Elmer Pratt, in the FBI field offices at Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, Sacramento/ Pocatello and FBIHQ. This review also 
included files .reporting the results of previous inquiries into 
the Pratt matter, including those related to the 1980 Pratt Task 
Force report. 


The Los Angeles and San Francisco field offices were 

requested t-n gaarrh t-hai r rarnrHs fnr documentation of any 

visit (s) | [to review FBI wiretap 

logs/transcripts. Subsequent reporting by Los Angeles and San 
Francisco disclosed only those visits to the San Francisco field 
office to review wiretap logs produced in Dellinge r v. Mitchell. 

The FBI's coordination with the LADAO has been both 
cooperative and informal, and based on the best interests of .law 
enforcement. The filing of the Petition for Writ of Habeas 
Corpus by Pratt's Attorneys on or about 1/2/56, requires that 
further coordination with the LADAO be coordinated through the 

Office of General Counsel (OGC) . 

! 

The IiADAO has requested non-excised copies of FBI 
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To: .Los Angeles From: Robert S. Conforti 
Re: 62A-HQ-1073771, April 30, .1996 


documents provided, by the* FBI and of those referred >to; in the 
petition and its exhibits. The LADAO has also requested a copy 
of the prior FBI Tn camera documents.. In addition, the LADAO 
■seeks declarations -from the 'FBI personnel involved* in the 
document, reviews. Drafts -of those declarations were 'provided to 
the- OGC for coordination with pertinent FBI personnels 


Lead: Los Angeles and San Francisco are requested to review 

the -.'attached draft declarations, for factual accuracy and to 
identify the potential declarant - Thereafter advise FBI HO# 
n: UC| 


'attention : 


.IT/GRCU, ext. 4192>. od 


civil- ‘Litigation unit, ,ogc, ext. 4522. 


CC: 2 - Los Angeles 
2 - San Francisco 
1 rj-Mi: — rnnfnrt-i ^information) 
1 - 
1 - 
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AO's OFFICE SFHQ 


415 553 3303 


(H&moctOfic#) 


Facsimile number: ^Cl O 2 . 

- *±1 1 




(NtJfttCiOKct) 


Subject: £ L- 


TesophontNo.) 



Special Handling Instructions: 


cPc 

Originator's Name: 


- — Telephone: H L£. z ~ 7 tyO J 

£33-7^0^ 


FBI/DOJ 


Approved: 


' u 

r 










415 553 2003 P.D2 


SEP-27- 1393 14:31 

fs <TW. 5 - 9 - 411 ) 


* 


fiO's OFFICE SFHQ 

K 


(UcMtt Capping M a^t BMtwt) 


MKftBSiPWEUNES 


Cburt calls prisoner's 
trjansfer not punitive 

San Francisco State prison offirfJL 
did not retaliate illegally against former 
Black Panther leader Elmer “Geroni- 
.mo^Pr&tt by transferring him to a two- 
man coll shortly after he gave a televi* 

' sion interview, a federal appeals court j 

rukd MoMsy, 

A federal judge ruled last year that | 
the transfer from the maximum-security 1 
prison at Tehachapi to Mule Crack P*k- 
on near Ion* ir* Amador County t p- I 
peered to be retaliation for the exerc &e : 
of free speech by Pratt, serving a Ife 
sentence for a 1963 murder that he de- 
niV committing. U.S. District Judge 
Stinky Weigel ordered Pratt returned 
/tola one-man cell, which he says he 
nelds for medical reasons, • 

“ But the 9th US, Circuit Court of 
Appeals, in an unusual ruling; said Wei- 
gel’s factual findings were "dearly erro- 
neous.* v s . N 

* k There, was no evidence that state 
Corrections Director James Gomez 
other officials had known of Pratt'a 
teryiew when they ordered the transf j 
Jo.’ g* Cynthia Holcom Hall said in a d 
rul ng. She said Pratt had been trarJ^ 
fer ed to be near his family in Northern 
Cgftfomta and had been put in a double 
cell because the prison was overcrowded 

.« l i. I II H II ^ » |» — W 1 ■» 

Csmpita ifrom EuutiiAtrttaff oni wire reports 


(HfelV/t. mrm of 
WU, e*r tttt ax*.) 




9-19-95 
(Eflton; Home 
A -4 S,F* Examiner 
San Francisco, Ca. 

IT*: 


Chancier: 

or 

Ctottic&on: 

surtzrsQOtfc*- san Francisco 
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U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington. D. C. 20535 


March 4, -1996 


Los Angeles county Distract ai 
849 S. Broadway,, 11th Floor, 
Los Angeles, California 90014 


:orney' s Office 


In re Elmer "Geronimo" Pratt, LASC No. A267020 


Dear 


This letter is a follnw-nn fp your December .15, 1.995 
letter to Unit Chie:j (attached) , and subsequent 

telephone conversations or Lecemoer "TZ, 1995; February 6, 1996; 
February 13, 1996; March 1, 1996, and other dates, concerning, 
Elmer :Pratt . 

This letter transmits documents responsive- to your 
request of December 15, 1995, for access to and copies, of -.FBI 
documents relevant to several aspects of Pratt's assertions, 
i.e., that the FBI possesses information of value to the Los 
Angeles District Attorney's preview of his conviction. 

The enclosed documents were rprocessed pursuant to a 
memorandum from former Assistant to -the Attorney General Richard 
Scruggs to the General Counsel, FBI, dated July 13, 1994. The 
documents consist of 146 pages, which contain redactions of 
classified material for dissemination to your office. In 
addition, excisions affecting these documents were made to 
protect personal privacy, confidential source information, and/or 
information -which is protected by federal statutes . Copies of 
the codes explaining the ‘excisions are included with the released" 
documents . t *"~ 

Enclosure 


AS: as (7) / Q , 


SEE -NOTE PG. 8 



S 0U 


-/ 07 377 / 


1 



f 
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During the past year, we have made every effort to be 
responsive to your requests and have provided for the appropriate 
disclosure of information in our possession relevant to Pratt . I 
apologize for any delay in providin g the enclosed documents, and 
I am aware of your discussions with| |to clarify and 

document certain prior reported information. 


I have -reviewed the areas of interest set forth in your 
referenced letter, and am providing you with all information 
available to me at this time. Information which has not yet been 
collected and reviewed will be provided to you at the earliest 
possible date. 


In referenced letter, you seek clarification and/or 
aff i -i-mafinn information obtained through coordination with 

For the sake of convenience, that information will 


be detailed in the following narratives and referenced by the 
listing number in your letter. 


Re: # 1. 2, 10, and 12 : 
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A .review of FBI records at Los Angeles and. 

San Francisc o disclosed no-information f.n snnnnrd 

assertion that I f 

I as a result 

of discovery orders issued in the following civil actions : 

Black Pant her Party, et al, v. Levi, _et__aL._, Civil No. 76-2205; 
Socialist Workers Party v. Mitchell, et al. . Civil No. 75-C-3295; 
or San Quentin Six . Civil No. 4094. No discovery orders were 
located for any of the aforementioned civil actions. 


b3 

b6 

b7C 


that 


-As. 


.you -were previously informed, FBI records reflect 

| was authorized to view certain electronic 

surveillance logs located at the FBI's San Francisco Office, 
^nvinrr Ma y, 1975. FBI, San Francisco records reflect that 


Jwas authorized to view the FBI documents in response to 
a discovery order issued in David T. Dellinger v._ Attorney 


General John N. Mitchell, et al 
District of Colombia. 


Civil No. 1768-69, USDC, 
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During November, 1974, FBI field offices were advised 
that pursuant to the Dellinger v. Mitchell suit, plaintiffs, 
described as the Chicago Eight and four organizations, including 
the Black Panther Party, sought evidence of illegal electronic 
intercepts. A U.S. ‘District court order was issued on October 
24, 1974, which modified an earlier order of February 26, 1974, 
and permitted limited access to electronic surveillance logs and 
tapes. An agreement was made to permit the plaintiff's Attorneys 
to review the material in the local FBI office. 


2 




»> 






FBI San Francisco records reflect that 
telephonically contacted_the_Sapi Francisco office on Marcn' 17, 


Attorney Charles Garry would visit 
review the Black Panther Party 


1975, and advised that 
the FBI on March 18, ■ 

-logs. AC that time, |was advised that Garry was on the 

approved list for access to th e disclosure materi al in 

was further 
ile an attidavit with the U.S. 


Dellinger v. Mitchell but thatf 
advised of 'the rp rmi rement to £: 


Hi c£ Court 


3 


advised that under those circu mstan ces 


Garry would appear, on March ,18, 1975, as| ] 


would be doing the actual review, 
with directions for across — anrl nn 


EBT San Francisco thatl 

•approved -for access to the FBI documents. 


I 1 E 


subsequently complied 
i Q7S pptwq advised 
had been 


This instance was the only occasion wheri 
authorized to view documents in an PRT nff-irie. FBI 


was 


further reflect that 
Garry,[ 


records 
[Attorney Charles 
Francisco office to 

r>1 


7 visited tne san 
view electronic surveillance logs on May 9, 1975. Fr>11r 
visits were made by those individuals, primarily by | 
on Mav 14. IS. 19 and 1975. . On the May .9, 1975 vis 7 


reviewed^ 


logs for the perio 


l 


An FBI San Francis co mamoran durn dated May 26, 1976, 

J telep honicallv contacted 


reported that on May 25, 1976,| 

the FBI and requested an appointment fori Ion Mav 26, 1976, to 

review| Attorney 

Garry . \ I was informed that thel leiectronic 

■Siirxeillance did not commence until l \ However 


|claimed that they had correspondence from the FBI stating 
cnac there were prior telephone taps and further claiming that 
the FBI had disclosed this to the Church committee. She was 
advised by the FBI, San Francisco, that it had no record of a 
wire tap prior to February, 1969. 


Re #3 : 


3 


s stated above, 


were granted access to documents in the FBI's 
San Francisco office, pursuant to an order for disclosure in the 
Dellinger v. Mitchell civil action. A review of FBI records at 


San Francisco d isclosed th at 


t 


and that[ 


-review than was. . 

tn the San Francisco FBI office in furtherance of the review. 


Was mo re active in this 

]made several visits 


ent a letter to the attention of the FBI's 


San Francisco office, dated September 15, 1975, under the 
letterhead of Lipset Service Investigations, that appears to be 
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an acknowledgement of this access and document reviews. He 
states in the letter, "Thank you for the courtesy and 
consideration shown to me over the last few months. I have 
reviewed the logs which carry your identification #157-1204, sub 
2, San Francisco 3215 AR and AE 1,2, and 3, His letter 

reflects acknowledgement of reviewing logs for the periods 
July 13, .1971 through October 9, 1971; November 16, 1970 through 
January 8, 1971; March 27, 1972 through April 30, 1972;, and 
July 22, 1970 through October 17, 1970. 


An internal FBI San Francisco memorandum dated 
September 17, 1975, identifi ed the above files and certain 
additional files reviewed by 
available to him for review. 


to* relate to the period 1970 and 1971. 


| or that were made 
All of the identified files appear 
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■ Re: #4 : 


I have directed the FBI's San Francisco. and Los Angeles 
tn raiLLB^l t-hpj-r pvigfinft ror-nrHs +-n <jAfArw< rtA if 

[were permitted 

access to those offices for the purpose of reviewing FBI 
documents. Thp San. Pranrigrn nffiro advised that its records 


*4vii 

reflected that| | did not access the FBI 

office for any purpose ■ other than that previously described for 
the Dellinger v. Mitchell civil discovery action. The 
Los Angeles Office advised that its records did not reflect any 
access or visits by | I A review of records 

of both FBI offices and those of FBIHQ failed to identify any 
discovery orders issued in Black. Panther.. Part y , _ et_al. . v.. Levi,. 
et. al . , Civil No. 76-2205; Socialist Workers Party v. Mitchell, 


et al . , Civil No. 75-C-3295 ; or the Sag 
4094, cases as suggested byf 


.Quentin- S ix, civil No. 


Re : • #5 : 


-As- discussed with on the telephone, 

Fhas been unable to determine if a connection vexists 
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between the- subject of an FBI San Francisco technical 
surveillance, which was on-going during a nnrhinninf and 

1969, and the| lhas 


represented to you that the subject of the technical ^surveillance 
identified as SF 3117-S* (3/28/ 68) in the F*BI ’documents at your 
disposal is not directed at the l ~1 This tech nical surveillance- 
was conducted in an unrelated investigation* of iaP^ 


The reference to Steward Albert does not appear to be an overhear 
of Albert, but rather a reference to him by one of the 
individuals overheard in 
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the technical .surveillance. Preliminary indications suggest that 
the- subject of the 3117 -S* technical surveillance may have been a 
party to the Dellinger ; v. Mitchell civil .action: ‘however this has 
hot been confirmed'. In addition to Dellinger and the "Chicago 
8", plairitiffs included' the Black Panther Party for Self-Defense, 
the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee,. Congress of 
Racial Equality, the Southern Conference Educational Fund, the 
American Servicemen' s Union, the National Mobilization Committee 
to End the War in Vietnam, the- New York Resistance, the Catholic 
Peace Fellowship and the ; War Resisters League. 


We have reviewed the ‘SF 3117-S* transcripts containing 
references Xq Albert — as we! 1 as the- single overhear ‘which 

oij | There is no information related 

contained' in those transcripts. I will continue efforts 


n n m i nvn t 


to locate any records which may assist to determine if the 
subject of SF 3117-S* was a plaintiff in the Dellinger civil 
action,, or a- plaintiff in another civil action or Freedom of 
Information/Privacy Act request. 


Re: #6: 


The FBI's Los Angeles Division .has determined that 
there are no> supporting .records, i.e. telephone toll/billing 
records, located in its files -regarding a June 6, 1969, 
memorandum to SAC, Los Angeles. This memorandum reported' 
information received PPT 

■me los Angeies fbx mes contamno supporting telephone uni mi 
records that- may form a .basis for or that could -clarify this 
reporting. > 

7 : • ' ' ' , . 


I .have directed that a review be conducted of the FBI ' s 
files at FBIHQi and; Los Angeles regarding the reporting of an FBI 
sourcp ithat <was discussed in your interview of former Special 


Agent , 


This rev iew, failed to disclose any 

relating to a lette r given bv 


it is- possible :that former SA 


t 


placed, this information into .another file. .However .procedures 
then in place would have directed that he place information 
provided by • the informant in.;the informant's file. 



1 a 

the .FBI or 



In this -interview; 


31 pn-302 dnmimsnf. . .dat-fid 
of | I bv 


IS 
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reported to have stated "...that he has written a letter 
containing information relating to the involvement of BPP members 
in an' affair that could 'put them in the gas chamber.'... He 


added that the letter was give n to a 


that the‘:F. 

noted that[ 

its attached nofc^s 
the letter .from 




first int’-P-rvif>wf>d 


t 


friend." Our 
on this datf> 




files indicate 
it sho uld be 
and 


r 


ecalled that he received 
Other inform ation 


alleged that the, physical transfer of the l etter from 


to 




[Regarding the Dellinger V. Mitchell civil action, I 
have included in' the enclosures to this letter copies of the 
plaintiff's initial civil action and the U.S. Government's 
response, as well as several court orders issued in the civil 
action. 'Please note that the government contested several of the 
plaintiff's pleadings and that there was a prolonged period of 
litigation wherein court orders, injunctions and other relief 
were provided to both sides. 

Re: #11 : 


sA 


Re: #13 : 


t bavp hppn , advised that you telephonically interviewed 
on or about January 2, 1996 . 
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We have previously reviewed a portion of the 
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Mr. sAndrew J. McMullen 



(ELS 

dated 


St 


■h - review of 

V in^PV for 


reflect any 
Please be advised that 


(SF- f \21S 
intercepts- of 


FBIH$ 

name 


ai Qr-t-mnin s urveillance records 

(disclosed ,ah Intercept 

. Thnflft index : records do -not 
prior to that date, 
this review is rased, on -index records in 


•the - FBI's f iles . This review does not preclude the possibility 
that I I mav have been intercepted- at an earlier time in 1969, 

but that -she was not specifically identified in our records. 

I have directed the Los .Angeles and San Francisco FBI 
Offices to continue their reviews of pertinent records and to 
provide ‘FBIHQ- with the results. I will -provide those results to 
your offic e or.r>r . ac p ossible. Additionally, during the past 

f ewr months I (responded' to several inquiries related to 

this matter from the offir-a tt- . Senator Patrick Leahy. I 

that Senator Leahy sent ra copy 
t6 -.Director Freeh and to Mr. Garcetti's 


have been informed by 
of his correspondence 

office. |has discussed those issues with you and 

informed you that a separate .response will be made to Senator 
Leahy by the FBI's Office of ‘Public -and - Congressional Affairs, 
concerning only those issues raised in his correspondence to 
Director Freeh. 
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If -you have any questions or concerns re 
contents .of this* letter, .please contact Unit Chief 
at (202): 324- - 4192. 



Sincere ly> 


* 


I , i 

\ 


Robert S. Conforti 
Section Chief 
Violent Crimes and 
.Major Offenders Section 
Criminal Investigative Division- 


i 


7 





• V 


Note: On 12/1/53, Los Angeles District Attorney (LADA) Garcetti 

wrote -a letter to AG. Reno requesting that she assist the LADA in 
determining, if the FBI has in. its possession. any information 
which will impact on a habeas corpus petition -from Elmer Pratt, 
an incarcerated California prisoner and’ "cause celebre." This 
request .was reviewed by the Department of Justice (DOJ) and 
forwarded to the Violent Crimes and Major Offenders Section, 
Criminal Investigative Division (CID) , FBI, on 2/1/54. 

The Criminal Investigative Division, in coordination 
with other FBIHQ entities, as well as the FBI's Los= Angeles and 
San Francisco Divisions, conducted a review of pertinent FBI 
files dealing with Elmer Pratt. This ^review also included files 
•reporting- the results of .previous inquiries into this matter, 
including those related to .the 1980 Pratt .Task Force report. 

This letter transmits 'excised FBI documents to the 
LADA, which were identified in the reviews conducted at FBIH’Q, 
FBI Los Angeles and FBI San Francisco. These documents were 
•declassified and excised by the Civil Discovery Review Unit 
(CRDU) , Office of the General Counsel (OGC)., and’.provided in a 
■form suitable -for dissemination to the LADAO. The responses in 
this letter, and' the excised’. enclosures, were coordinated with 
the Office of ‘General Counsel on 3/1/56. 
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE 

BUREAU OF SPECIAL OPERATIONS 


OL GARCETTI • District Attorney ROBERT P. HEFLIN • Director 

SANDRA L. BUTTITTA • Chief Deputy District Attorney 
R. DAN MURPHY • Assistant District Attorney 


December 15, 1995 


g iind-t. rVt4»f 

vioiane unmea/hu bitive Unit cid 
F ederal Bureau of Investigation 
9th and Pennsylvania Avenue 
N.w. Washington, D.C. 20535 


Dear 
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In anticipation of talking to you on Monday, December 
18, 1995, I am sending you this letter in the hopes 
that it will facilitate a better mutual understanding 
of what is outstanding. What follows is a list of 
requests we had for you. Also included in some 
instances are verbal responses to some of those 
requests that we understand will be reduced to writing 
by you. 


Vnn have advised us that neither 


or 


lhave made discovery requests regarding any 

electronic surveillance in the San Quentin Six or Levi 
cases . 


2. You have indicated that you will provide us with an 
internal FBI memo randum tha t memorialized a telephone 
conversation with l I that occurred on Mav 26 . 

1976. During the telephone conversation ! I 

requested to see electronic surveillance records of .. 
Oakla nd. Black Pa nther Headquarters commencing April 
1958. | k as advised that no such records 

existed^ 


3. You have indicated that you will provide* us w ith a 
letter dated September 15, 1975, from] 
thanking the FBI for their cooperation regarding the 
discovery of surveillance materials from July 20, 1970 
to 1971 associated with the Dellinger v. Mitchell case. 
In add i t i on — ha ve noticed that the dates mentioned 

in the | l letter are different from the dates, 

June 1, 1971 through July 19, 1971, mentioned in a 
memorandum from Conforti to Scruggs. May we have the 
difference in the dates clarified? 
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1 8*205 Criminal Courts Bldg. 
21 0 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
(213)974-3883 
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* 4 . You have advised us that there is no record to 
indicate that was ever in the Los Angeles FBI 

office looking at -electronic surveillance records. 

5. You are trying to determine whether we can 
independently examine records that would establish the 
idehtifyof the source of a technical surveillance in 

' the San Francisco Bay area that was mentioned in an FBI 
memorandum that we have had. prior conversations about. 

6 . You have advised us that there are no actual phone 

records in existence that would provide the basis for 
an FBI memorandum we observed that summarized inner 
dlsr.ance telephone calls mad* frnm 


k- • 
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7. You have indicated that you will provide us with a 
redacted copy of an FBI mem orandum which indi cates that 
the FBI became aware r>f rhel . H letter 

exchange between from .an informant . 


8. You. have said that you will provide us With a copy 
of the discovery -order in the Dellinger v. Mitchell 
case. 


9. You have advised us that you have, rnnfarfed Hie 
retired FBI agents that worked on the| 
and they have indicated that they received the 
information contained in that file verbally from the 
Oakland Police Department. 


10. You have advised us : that there was no electronic 
surveillance discovery in the 
v. Mitchell case. 


11'. Can you put- us in contact/ in person if 
reasonably close to the Los Angeles area |-aas-Jait_ 
telephone if not/ with retired FBI Agent 


for the limited purpose of asking, him about a telephone 
conversation he allegedly had 1 that was overheard by 
retired FBI Agentd 


12. Was tha Dftlllng<*r v. Mft-rhMi case the only case 
that [were involved in with 

respect to the examination of electronic surveillance 
records in the San Francisco FBI office? 


13. With r egard 1 to the records that 


f 


and 


examined pursuant to the discovery order in 
t he Del l inrrfir v ■ ■.Mitchell case are there any references 

t q [making a telephone call to Oakland from 

Los Angeles, and/or any references to Pratt receiving a 
telephone call while in Oakland? 
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1 look forward to talking to you on Monday, December 
* 18, 1995. Thanks again for all of the cooperation that 
you have extended to us regarding this matter. 

Very truly yours, 

GILGARCETTI 
District Attorney of 
•* Los Angeles County 

By 


Deputy District Attorney 
Habeas Corpus Litigation 
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WAS IN THE 


PERTINENT TO PRATT'S ACTIVITIES ON| 

POSSESSION OF THE FBI. THE FBI’ MAINTAINS THAT ELECTRONIC 
SURVEILLANCE OF THE 


ON 2/15/95, STAFF PERSONNEL FROM SENATOR LEAHY'S OFFICE 
REQUESTED A- BRIEF ON THIS MATTER BY OPCA AND CID, FBIHQ .; FBI 
DOCUMENTS, REDACTED AND POSSIBLY RELEASED IN PRIOR DISCLOSURES, 
WERE PROVIDED TO SENATOR LEAHY BY THE 


AND WERE USED TO INDICATE THAT. THE FBI DID CONDUCT 

I IS A PRISONER'S 


ELECTRONIC. SURVEILLANCE IN 1968.; 

RIGHTS ADVOCATE AND BELIEVES THAT PRATT WAS UNJUSTLY CONVICTED. 

RELATES TO 
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ONE OF THE FBI DOCUMENTS PROVIDED BY] 

A COOPERATIVE WITNESS WHO PERMITTED CONSENSUAL MONITORING OF HIS 
HOME TELEPHONE DURING. NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1968. THIS COOPERATOR IS 
DESCRIBED AS SYMBOL # 


, and the; consensuals 


OCCURRED BETWEEN 11/14/68 AND 12/16/68. 

LEAD: LOS ANGELES 
AT LOS ANGELES, 

WILL LOCATE AND REVIEW LA FILES AND ELSUR RECORDS CONCERNING 
FOR THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PERIOD. PROVIDE DETAILS ON 
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THE NUMBER AND CONTENTS OF ANY RECORDINGS OBTAINED.. ADVISE FBIHQ 
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OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE SOURCE'S COOPERATION AND REASON FOR 
DISCONTINUANCE. SUTEL RESULTS TO THE VC/FU, CID, ROOM 5042. 
SUBSEQUENT TO YOUR TELETYPE PROVIDE FBIHQ WITH COPIES OF 
PERTINENT SERIALS RELATED TO THIS ACTIVITY. 

//// 


